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5 ven rewarded for-it, by throwing, 
CHAP, I. me in the — the ſeward-of Don 
Matthias, my late maſter. Having ſa- 
GIL, As, BEING DISGUSTED AT luted him, he knew me, and | 8 1 N 
THE IRKEGULARITIES or THE enquire if I in any ſervice 3 ti . 
ACT&AESSES, QUITS.THE SERVICE: which I anſwered, that I had been 


OF-ARSENIA, AND. GETS. INT® A 
MORE CREDITABLE FAMILY, 


Remnant of honour and 


fail to preſerve. amidft 
ſuch corruption of mo- 
rals, made me reſolve, 
not only to leave Arſenia, but alſo to 
break off all correſpondence with Lau- 
ra ; whom, however, I could not help 
loving, though I was ſenſible of her 
- flagrant infidelity, Happy is he who 
can thus — thoſe moments of 
reflection that interrupt the pleaſures 
which engroſ@ his attention | Early one 
morning, I bundled up my cloaths z 
and, without clearing with Arſenia, 
lied or ing i 


who was, indeed, in 


my debt, or taking leave of my dear 


Laura, I quitted the houſe, where I 
had breathed - nothing but the air of 
debauchery ; and I had no ſooner per- 
farmed ſuch. a good dien, than Ma- 


2 


religion, which I did not 


ut 2 minute or two out of places 
that, after having lived about a 
month with Arſenia, whoſe behavioue- 
I did not like, I had left᷑ her of my own 
accord, in order to preſerve my inno- 
cence, nl — , — 
ſcrupulo igious, 1 
— Ws told me, that — 2 F 3 
was 2 young ma ſuch hanoury be. 
would make it his to ſettle me. 
in an advantageous. place, He pers 
formed his promiſe, and that'very 
introduced me into the ſervice of 
Vincent de Guzman, whoſe 
was one of his acquaintance. *E 
I could not have got into a better 
family, and therefore had no cauſe to 
be difpleaſed with my ſituation iu th 
ſequel, Don Vincent was 2 very-ricks 
nobleman, Who had lived many: * 
years without law-ſuit- or wife th 
cians having deprived him of his 
pouſe, by endeavouring to free : 
a cough, which ſhe might have pres | 
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the trumpet to his mouth; an 
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ſerved much longer, had ſhe abſtained 


from their preſcriptions. Inſtead 
marrying again, he had applied him- 
ſelf wholly to the education of Au- 
rora, his only daughter, who was then 
going in her fix and twentieth year, 


and juſtly paſſed for an accompliſhed 
g lady; for, with an uncommon 


of beauty, ſhe had an excellent 
ius, 
ugh he was no conjuror, 
poſſeſſed the happieſt talent of manag- 
mg his affairs to the beſt advantage; 
but had one fault, which, however, 
Is pardonable in old men: he delight- 
ed in talking, and above all things, 
oF war and bloodſhed. If any body 
was ſo unfortunate as to touch on that 
Mring in his preſence, he inſtantly ſet 
the 
hearers were very happy, if they got 
off for the relation of two ſieges and 
three battles. As he had ſpent two- 
thirds of his life in the army, his me- 


© + mory was an inexhauſtible ſource of 


different ations, which were not al- 
ways liſtened to with the ſame pleaſure 
that he felt in recounting them. Be- 
ſides, he ſtammered in his ſpeech, and 
was very prolix, which rendered his 


ner of relating very diſagreeable; 
Stherwiſe, I never hoes a nobleman of 


a better character. He had a great deal 
of equanimity, and was neither paſ- 
nate nor whimſical ; a circumſtance 


which I admired very much in a man 


of quality. Though he was a 
ceconomilſt, he kept 
ſeveral fbotmen, and three women 
who waited on Aurora. 
ceived that the ſteward of Don Mat- 
thias had procured a good poſt for me, 
and bent all my endeavours to main- 
tain myſelf in it: for this purpoſe, I 
began by reconnoitering the ground ; 
that is, 
of every body in the family; then, 
. my conduct by the obſer- 


ions I made, it was not long before 
acquired the good wilt of my maſter 
and all has ſervants. | 
When I had been about a month in 
Don Vincent's family, I thought 1 
perceived that his daughter diſtinguiſh- 


ed me from all tbe reit of the valets in 


the houſe. When her eyes were fixed 


upon me, I always remarked a tort of 


complacence in her countenance, which 
I could not obſerve when ſhe looked at 
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tectly well 1 Her 


an honourable 
houſe 53 his domeſticks confiſting of 


I ſoon per- 


dying the different humonrs + 


my fellows, Hadi not lived 


of beaus and players, it would never have 


come into my head to imagine that 
Aurora could think of me; but T 
was a good deal ſpoiled among theſe 
ntlemen, who are ſeldom extremel 
elicate in their ſentiments of the mo 
virtuous ladies. If,” ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, we may believe thoſe ſtage-play- 
ers, they are ſometimes: benefited by 
the whims to which women of qua- 
lity are ſubject: and how do I know 
that my miſtreſs is free from ſuch 
caprices? No,“ added I, I cannot 
believe it. She is not one of thoſe 
Meſſalinas, who, bel ing the pride 
of their birth, humble their affec- 
tions ſo unworthily, even to the 
duſt, and diſhonour themſelves with- 
out bluſhing ; but rather, one of 
thoſe virtuous, t tender, young 
ladies, who, ſatisfied with the bounds 
preſcribed by honour to their incli- 
nations, make no ſeruple of inſpir- 
ing, as well as of entertaining, a 
delicate paſſion, which yields amuſe - 
ment without danger.” 
Theſe were my ſentiments of my 
miſtreſs, though I did not know pre- 
ciſely how to interpret her behaviour. 
In the mean time, as often as ſhe ſaw 
me, ſhe did not * to ſmile and 
reſs her joy in her countenance 
— hour paſſing for a fool? 
any man might have been inſnared by 
ſuch fair appearances: I therefore tould 


reſiſt them no longer; but concluded 


that Aurora was ſtrongly captigated 
with my merit, and looked upon my- 
ſelf as one of thoſe happy domeſticks, 
whole ſervitude is ſweetened by love. 
That I might appear in ſome meaſure 
leſs unworthy of the favour which my 
fortune had procured for me, 

an to take more care of my on 
than I had ever done before: 1 ſpent 
all the money I had in Hnen, effences, 
and pomatums: the firſt thing I did of 
a morning, was to dreſs and perfume 


myſelf, that I might not in 
dithabille before my miſtreſs; and 
with this attention to my exteriors, / 


and other airs I aſſumed, in order to 


Pleaſe, I flattered myſelf that my hap- 


pineſs was not far off. | 
Ameng Aurora's women, there was 
one called Ortiz, an'old gentlewoman - 


; who had lived more than twenty years 
in the family, and nurſed; Don Vin- 
cent's daughter, whom ſhe ſtill —_—_ a 
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In quality of a duenna, though ſhe no 
longer performed the diſagreeable part 
of that function; but, on the contra- 
ry, inſtead of diſcovering, as formerly, 
the actions of Aurora, her ſole buſi- 
neſs now was to conceal them. One 
evening, Dame Ortiz, having found 
an opportunity of ſpeaking to me with- 
vut being overheard, told me foftly, 
that if f was wiſe and diſcreet, I 
would be in the garden at midnight, 
where I ſhould be informed of things 
which I ſhould not be ſorry to hear; 
I anſwered, ſqueezing the duenna's 
hand, that I would not fail to be there; 
and we parted immediately, for fear 
of being ſurprized. Heavens! how did 
the time hang on my hands from that 
inſtant to fupper (which in our family 
was always over in good time) and 
from thence to my maſter's going to 
bed! Every thing ſeemed to drag on 
with extraordinary flownefs ; and, to 
crown my chagrin, when Don Vin- 
cent retired to his bed-chamber, in- 
Read of going to reſt, he began to 
fight over again all his campaigns in 
Portugal, with which he had ſo often 
ſtunned me before. But one thing 
which he had never done hitherto, — 
reſerved for this evening, was to tell 
me the names of all the officers who 
had diſtinguiſhed themſeloes in his time, 
and even to recount their exploits. 
What did I ſuffer in hearing him to an 
end ! He left off ſpeaking, however, 
at laſt, and'got into bed. * which 
I went into the little cloſet where I 
flept, from whence there was a paſſage, 
by a pair of back ſtairs, into the gar- 
den, and anointed my whole body with 
eſſence; I then put on a clean ſhirt, 
ſtrongly perfumed ; and having neg- 
lected nothing which I thought might 
fatter the — * of my miſtreſs, went 
directly to the place 4 aſſignation. 
Not finding Ortiz there, I concluded 
that, tired with waiting for me, ſhe 
had returned to her apartment, and 
that the happy minute was paſt. I 
blamed Don Vincent for it; and, as I 
was curſing his campaigns, heard it 
firike ten. This made me believe that 
the clock went wrong, for I was per- 
fuaded that it was at leaſt an hour paſt 
midnight, but I was ſo happily miſ- 
taken, that, a good quarter of an hour 
after this, I heard another clock ſtrike 
ten again. Very well,“ ſaid I to my- 
ſelf ; * 1 have but two whole hours to 
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dance attendance, and they ſhall have 


© no cauſe to complain of my pun@u+ 
ality. What muſt we do till twelve? 
Let us take a turn in the garden, 
and conſider the part I am to play, 
which is a pretty new one to me, 
who am but a novice in the whims 
of women of quality. I know 
enough how to behave with Abigails 
and actreſſes; theſe you accoſt with 
a familiar air, and e 


without ceremony; Vue we mult go 
another way to work with ladies of 
faſhion. he gallant, I imagine, 
muſt be polite, complaiſant, tender, 
and reſpectful, though not timorouge 
inſtead of endeavouring to haſten 
his own happineſs, by the violence 
of his tranſports, he ought to lie in 
wait for the moment of frailty. 
Theſe were my reflections, and this 
the cohduct I propoſed to obſerve with 
Aurora; repreſenting to myſelf, that 
in a little time I ſhould have the plea-. 
ſure of ſeeing myſelf at her feet, and 
of ſaying a thouſand jonate things 
to that amiable object. I even recol- 
lected all the paſſages of our theatrical 
pieces which might be of ſervice to 
me, and do me honour during our in- 
terview;z and by a ſeaſonable applica- 
tion of theſe, I hoped (after the ex- 
ample of ſome players whom I knew) 
to paſs for a wh, though I could onl 
boaſt of a memory. Abſorbed in theſe 
reflections, which amuſed my impa- 
tience more agreeably than the mili- 
tary ſtories of my malter, I heard the 
clock ſtrike eleven; pon which I 
plunged again into my reverie, ſome- 
times walking, and ſometimes fitting 
in an arbour at the farther end of the 
garden. The long- expected hour of 
twelve at laſt ſtruck; and in a few mi- 
nutes Ortiz, as punctual, though leſs 
impatient than I, appeared. * Signior 
« Gil Blas, ſaid ihe, accoſting me, 
© how long have you been here? I re- 


plied, Two hours.! In good ſooth 


ſaid ſhe, laughing, you are very ex- 
act: it is a pleaſure to make an aſ- 
«© Ggnation with you. True, indeed,” 
continued ſhe, with a ſerious air, 
you cannot pay too dear for the ha 
© py tidings I have to tell you. y 
© miſtreſs wants to have ſome private 
© converſation with you. I will ſay 
no more. The reſt is a ſecret you 
© muſt learn from her own” mouth, 
Follow me, and 1 will conduct you 
Q « into 


- 3. } 


to the point 
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into her a ent,* So ſaying, the 
duenna took me by the hand, and led 
me, in a myſterious manner, through 
a little door of which ſhe had the key, 
into the chamber of her miſtreſs. 


CHAP. II. 


THE RECEPTION THAT GIL BLAS 
MET WITH FROM AURORA, AND 
THE CONVERSATION THAT PAS- 
SED BETWEEN THEM, * 


Saluted Aurora, whom I found 
in diſhabille, in the moſt reſpect- 
ul manner, and with the beſt grace 
I could put on; and ſhe received me 
with a falling air, forced me to fit 
down by her, and bade her ambaſſadreſs 
retire into another room. After this 
relude, with which I was not ill 
pleaſed, ſhe addreſſed berſelf to me in 
theſe words. Gil Blas, you mult 
© have perceived that I look upon you 
in a favourable light, and diſtin- 
* guiſh you from the reſt of my fa- 
© ther's {ſervants ; and even though you 
© may not have obſerved, by my looks, 
that I have a regard for you, the ſtep 
* I have taken this night wil leave you 
no room to doubt it. 

I gave her no time to proceed, but 
believing that I ought, as a polite gen- 
tleman, to ſpare her modeſty the pain 
of a more formal explanation, I ſtarred 
up in a tranſport, and throwing my- 
ſelf at her feet, like a ftage hero, w 
falls on his knees before his princeſs, 
cried in a theatrical tone, Ah, Ma- 
« dam! can it be poſſible that Gil 

« Blas, hitherto the foot-ball of for- 
© tune, and out-caſt of nature, is ſo 
© happy as to have inſpired you with 
* ſentiments" * Don't ſpeak ſo loud, 
ſaid my miſtreſs, laughing, you will 
© awaken my women who are aſleep in 
© the next room. Get up, take your 
* ſeat again, and hear me to an end, 
© without interrupting me. Yes, Gil 
Blas, continued ſhe, reſuming her 
gravity, * I am your well-wiſher ; and 
as a proof of my eſteem, will impart 
to you x ſecret, on which the repoſe 
of my life depends: I am in love 
with a young gentleman of beauty, 
fortune, and illuſtrious birth; his 
name is Don Lewis Pacheco; and al- 
though I have ſeen him ſeveral times 
in the Prado, and at publick ſhews, I 
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have never {| to him, am eyen 
ignorant of his character, and don't 
5 know but he may be a perſon of bad 
* morals. This is what I want to be 
informed of; and having occaſion for 
a man to enquire carefully about his 
reputation, and bring me a faithful 
account of it, I make choice of you, 
and believe I run no riſque by in- 
truſting you with this commiſſion, 
in which, I hope, you will acquit 
« yourſelf with ſo much diſcretion and 
© addreſs, that I ſhall never repent of 
© having made you my confident,” 
Here my miſtreſs left off ſpeaking, 
in order to know what anſwer I would 
make; and I, though at firſt diſcon- 
certed at being fo diſa bly unde- 
ceived, quickly recollected myſelf, and 
ſurmounting the ſhame which is al- 
ways the concomitant of unſucceſsful 
raſhneſs, expreſſed ſo much zeal for the 


lady's intereſts, and devoted myſelf 


with ſo much ardour to her ſervice, 
that, though ſhe might ſtill continue 
to think that I had fooliſhly flattered 
myſelf with having made an impreſſion 
on her heart, ſhe faw very well that I 
knew how to make amends for my fol- 
ly. I aſked but two days to bring her 
an account of Don Lewis; after which, 
Dame Ortiz being called in by | her 
miltreſs, conducted me back into the 
garden, and left me there, after having 
laid, Good night, Gil Blas; Iknow 
your punctuality ſo well, that I need 
not recommend it to you to be early 
© at the next aſſignation. 

I returned to my chamber, not with- 
out ſome vexation to find my expecta- 
tions baulked : nevertheleſs, I was wiſe 
enough to reflect, that it became me 
better to be the confident than the lo- 
ver of my miſtreſs. I conſidered, too, 
that this might turn out to my advan- 
tage, as the meſſengers of love are 
uſually well paid = their trouble ; 
and I went ro bed, in a full reſolution 
to perform what Aurora deſired. With 
this view, I went abroad next day, and 
found no dithculty in learning the 
place of abade of ſuch a noted cavalier 
as Don Lewis. I cnquired into his 
character in the neighbourhood ; but 
thoſèe to whom I applied could not 
fully fatisfy my curioſity. This made 
me repeat my enquiries the following 
day, when I was more ſucceſsful. 
Meeting by accident, in the ftreet, a 
young man of my acquaintance, we 

ſtopt 
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ſtopt to chat a little; and, that very in- 
ſtant, a friend of his happening to paſs, 
made up to us, and wid his comrade, 
that he had been juſt turned away by 
Don Pacheco, the father of Don Lewis, 
on ſuſpicion of having drank a caſk of 
wine belonging to his maſter. _ I did 
not loſe ſuch a fair opportunity of be- 
ing informed of every thing I wanted 
—— and ſucceeded ſo well by the 
queſtions I aſked, that I went home 
very well ſatisfied that I was able to 
keep my word with my miſtreſs. I 
was to ſee her again the next night, at 
the ſame hour, and in the ſame man- 
ner as at firſt : but I did not ſuffer ſo 
much diſquiet that night; and, far from 
bearing the cdnveriation of my old 
maſter with impatience, I introduced 
the ſubje& of his campaigns, waited for 
twelve with the utmoſt tranquillity, and 
it was not until I had heard the hour 
repeated by ſeveral clocks, that I went 
down into the garden, void of eſſence 
and perfumes, reſolved, for the future, 
to retrench that extravagance. 
found the moſt truſty duenna at 
the rendezvous, and ſhe upbraided me 
in a ſatirical manner, for having abated 
in my diligence. I made no anſwer, 
but let her conduct me into the apart- 
ment of Aurora; who, as ſoon as I ap- 
7 aſked if I had got good intel - 
igence of Don Lewis. Yes, Ma- 
dam, ſaid I; and you ſhall hear it 
© in two words, In the firſt place, I 
« muſt tell you, that he will ſet out 
very ſoon on his return to Salaman- 
* ca, in order to finiſh his ſtudies. He 
© is a young cavalier of honour and 
« probity z and, being a gentleman and 
« Caſtilian, his courage is not to be 
* doubted ; he has, beſides, a great 
© deal of wit, and his behaviour is 
1 ble : but that which per- 
© haps you will leaſt like in him, is a 
© diipolition too much a-kin to that 
© of moſt of our young noblemen, ex- 
* tremely rakiſh, You muſt kno 
* that, young as he is, he has already 
© had two actreſſes in keeping.'—* Is 
it paſſible!” cried — 2 
* what morals! But are you certain, 
* Gil Blas, that be leads och a licen- 
©, tious life ?*—* Oh! I don't at all 
doubt it, Madam, I replied : © I was 
* informed by a valet, who was turned 
© out of his ſervice this morning ; and 


® Harpocrates, was the god of _ 
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© ſeryants are commonly very fincere,. 


.* when they talk of their maſter's 
* faults, Beſides, he keeps company 
« with Don Alexo Segiar, Don Anto- 


© nio Centelles, and Don Fernando de 
© Gamboa ; and that, alone, is a ſuſſi - 
* cient demonſtration of his liberti- 
* niſm.'—* Enough, Gil Blas, faid my 
miſtreſs, ſighing; * on the credit of your 
report, r will combat my unworthy 
* paſſion, which, though it has already 
* taken deep root in my heart, I don't 
* deſpair to overcome. Go, added 
ſhe, giving me a little purſe well re- 
pleniſhed, there's ſomething for your 
trouble: beware of diſclofng my fe- 
© cret, and remember that I depend 
upon your filence.” 

I aſſured my miſtreſs, that ſhe might 
make herſelf perfectly eaſy on that 
ſcore, for I was the rates of 
truſty valets. After this aſſurance, I 
withdrew, very impatient to know the 
contents of the — in which I found 
twenty piſtoles. This made me be- 
lieve, that Aurora would have certainly 
given me more, had I brought her a- 

reeable tidings, fince ſhe paid me ſo 
ndſomely for ſuck a — piece 
of news ; and I repented that I had not 
imitated the lawyers, who ſometimes 
put a gloſs upon the truth in the prac- 
tice of their profeſſion. I was ſorry 
for having nipt in the bud an intrigue, 
the conſequence of which might have 
been advantageous to me : how . 
ever, I had the conſolation to ſee my- 
ſelf indemnified for my unſeaſonable 


expence in eſſences and perfumes. 


4 CHAP. III. 


THE GREAT CHANGE THAT HAP- 
PENED IN THE FAMILY OF DON 
VINCENT, AND THE STRANGE 
RESOLUTION WITH WHICH LovE 
INSPIRED THE FAIK AURORA, 


O ON after this adventure, Signior 

Don Vincent happened to fall fick ; 
and though he had not been in ſuch an 
advanced age, the ſymptoms of his diſ- 
eaſe were ſo violent, that we had rea- 
ſon to fear a fatal iſſue, When he was 
firſt ſeized, two of the moſt famous 
5 of Madrid were ſent for: 


Q one | 


<a 


» 


118 ADVENTURES 


one of them was called Doctor Andros, 
and the other Doctor Oquetos; who 
having examined the patient with great 
attention, were of opinion that the hu- 
raours of his body were in a ſtate of fer- 
mentation ; but in nothing elſe could 
they agree. We muſt make haſte, 
ſaid Andros, © and purge off the hu- 
© mours, though they be crude, while 
© they continue in this violent agita- 
© tion of flux and reflux, left they ſettle 
upon ſome noble part. Oquetos, on 
the contrary, maintained, that they 
ought to wait for the concoction of the 
humours, before they ſhould emplay a 
cathartick. But your method, re- 
ſumed the firſt, © is directly oppoſite to 
© that of the prince of medicine: Hip- 
© pacrates orders catharticks in the very 
ftùðrſt days of the moſt ardent fever, and 
« ſays, in expreſs terms, that we mult 
© be ready to purge, when the humours 
are in the orgaſm; that is to ſay, in 
© a ſtate of fermentation.— O !.there 
you are miſtaken,” replied Oquetos ; 
> — by the word orgaſm, 
does not underſtand the fermentation, 
but the concoction of the humovurs.” 
Upon this, the doctors grew paſſio- 
nate z one repeated the Greek text, and 
quoted all thoſe authors who had ex- 
ained it in his way: the other, rely- 
ing on a Latin tranſlation, pronounced 
it in a tone ftill more vociferous. 
© Which of them was in the right?” 
Don Vincent was not the man to de- 
cide that queſtion; but ſeeing himſelf 
obliged to chuſe, beftowed his confi- 
dence on him ho had diſpatched the 
teſt number of patients; I mean, 
the eldeſt of the two. Andros, there- 
fore, who was the j ounger, withdrew ; 
not without darting ſome ſtrokes of rail- 
lery at his ſenior, on his interpretation 
of the word orgaſm. Oquetos, who re- 
maired t11umphant, being a man of 
Dr. Sangradoꝰs principle, began, by or- 
dering his patient to be copiouſly blood - 
ed, deferring his cathartick until the 
humours ſhould be concotted ; but 
death, who, withoat doubt, was afraid 
the purgation fo ſagely delayed would 
deprive him of his prey, prevented the 
concoction, and carried my maſter off. 
Such was the end of Signior Don Vin- 
cent; who loft his life, becauſe his 
phyſician did not underſtand Geck! 
Aurora having celebrated her father's 
funerals in a manner ſuitable to his 


birth, took poſſeſlion of * eſlate; and 
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being now miſtreſs of herſelf, diſmiſſed 
me of the domeſticks, with rewards 
proportioned to their ſeveral ſervices z 
and, in a little time, retired to a caſtle, 
which ſhe had on the banks of the Ta- 
gus, between Sacedon and Buendia. 
I was not only one of thoſe whom ſhe 
retained, and carned to the country 
with her, but allo had the good for- 
tune to become a neceſſary perſon. 
Notwithſtanding the faithful report I 
had made to her of Don Lewis, the was 
thil in love with that cavalier; or ra- 
ther, finding herſelf unable to conquer 
her paſſion, ſhe had abandoned herſelf 
entirely to it; and being no longer 
under a neceſſity of taking precautions 
to ſpeak with me in private, Gil 
Blas, ſaid ſhe, ſighing, I cannot 
forget Don Lewis; in ſpite of all 
my efforts to. baniſh him from my 
© thoughts, he is ſtil] preſent in my 
imagination; not ſuch as thou haſt 
© painted him, plunged in all forts of 
« debauchery; but ſuch as I would 
© have him to be, tender, amorous, and 
* conſtant.” So ſaying, the began to 
melt, and could not help ſhedding ſome 
tears, which affected me fo much, that 
I could ſcarce refrain from veeping al- 
ſo; and I could not make my court to 
her more effectually, than by ſympa- 
thizing with her ſorrow. I fee thou 
© haſt a very tender diſpoſition, my 
friend, added ſhe, after having dried 
her fair eyes; © and I am fo well ſatiſ- 
* fied with thy zeal, that thou maye(t 
depend upon being well recompen- 
c ſed. Dear Gil Blas, I have more oc- 
caſion now than ever for thy aſſiſt- 
© ance, I will diſcloſe to thee a de- 
fign which at preſent engroſſes me, 
and which thou wilt, no doubt, pro- 
nounce very capriaous. Know, that 
I intend to ſet out immediately for 
Salamanca, where I will diſguiſe my- 
ſelf like a cavalier, and, under the 
name of Don Felix, get acquaiated 
with Pacheco, whole confidence and 
friendſhip I will endeavour to ac- 
quite: I will often ſpeak to him of 
Aurora de Guzman, and call myſelf 
her couſin ; by which means he will 
perhaps expreſs a deſire io ſee her; 
and then my expectation will be an- 
ſwered. We will have two different 
lodgings at Salamanca, in one of 
which I will paſs for Don rel, in 
the other for Aurora, and preſenting 
myſelf to the eyes of Don Lewis, 

© ſometimes 
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« ſometimes metamorphoſed inte a man, 
« and ſometimes in my own dreſs, I 
« flatter myſelf that I ſhall, by degrees, 
« accompliſh my purpoſe. I grant,” 
added ſhe, that this is an extravagant 
s ſcheme ; but I am hurried away by 
© my paſhon, and the innocence of m 
intention makes me inſenfible of the 
« riſque I muſt run.” 

I was very much of Aurora's opinion, 
with regard to the nature of her deſign : 
nevertheleſs, how imprudent ſoever 1 
judged it, I took care not to att the 

agogue ; but, on the contrary, be- 
gan to gild the pill, and undertook to 
prove, that this mad project was no 
more than an agreeable frolick, that 
could have no bad conſequence. My 
miſtreſs was pleaſed with this con- 
ſtruction ; for Jovers are charmed 
with flattery, even in their moſt ex- 
tra nt fancies We now, there- 
fore, looked upon this raſh enterprize 
in no other light than that of a co- 
medy, the fraiful repreſentation of 
which it was our buſineſs to concert. 
Having choſen our actors from the fer- 
 vants of the family, the parts were di- 
ſtributed without the leaſt quarrel or 
difturbance; becauſe we were not play- 
ers by profeſſion. It was reſolved, that 
Dame Ortiz ſhould act the part of Au- 
rora's aunt, under the name of Donna 
Ximena de Guzman, attended by a valet 
and waiting-woman ; and that Auro- 
ra, dreſſed like a cavalier, ſhould en- 
tertain me as vaiet de chambre, toge- 
ther with one of her own maids in the 
diſguiſe of a page, to be always about 
we. ard The characters being thus 
_ we returned to Madrid, 
ere we underſtood Don Lewis ſtill 
was, but that it would not be long be- 
fore he would fer out for Salamanca; 
upon which we ordered the neceſſary 
dreſſes to be made with all diligence; 
and when they were finiſhed, my miſ- 
treſs cauſed them ro be conveniently 
packed up, until we ſhould find a pro- 
per time and place for putting them on. 
Then leaving the care of her houſe to 
the ſteward, ſhe ſet out in a coach drawn 
by four mules, and took the road to rhe 
kingdom of Leon, with all thoſe of her 
ſervants who had parts to act in her 
performance. | | 

We had already crofſed Old Caſtile, 
when the axle-tree of the coach gave 


way, between Avila and Villaflor, a- 
dout chreę or four thouſand paces from 
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that the caſtle which we ſaw belonged 

to Donna Etvira, widow of Don Pedro 

de Pinares; a lady, whoſe character he 
extolied ſo much, that my miſtreſs 

ſent me to the caſtle, to 
for one night. Elvira did not belye 
the countryman's rt, but received 
me with great affability, and favoured 
Aurora's compliment with ſuch an 
anſwer as the deſired. We repaired 
immediately to the caftle, whither our 
coach was dragged flowly by the 
mules, and at the gate met Don Pe- 


my miſtreſs. I will paſs over in filence 
the civil things that were ſaid, on both 
fides, on this occaſion; and only ob- 
ſerve, that Elvira was a lady pretty 
much advanced in years, but very po- 
lite, and underſtood how to 8 
the duties of hoſpitality as well as any 
woman in the world. She conducted 
Aurora into a ſumptuous apartment, 
where leaving her to repoſe — mo- 


ments, ſhe came and employed her at- 


tention on the moſt minute things that 
concerned us. Afterwards, when ſup- 
= was ready, ſhe ordered the cloth to 
laid in Aurora's chamber, Where 
they ſat down together at table. Don 
Pedro's widow was not one of thoſe 
people who cloud the honour of their 
entertainments with a penſive and dit- 
contented air: ſhe was of a gay dif 
fition, and EIS the converſation 
in an agreeable manner, expreſſing 
herielf with great dignity and ele- 
gance. I admired her underſtanding, 
and the delicate turn of her thoughts, 
which ſeemed to charm Aurora as well 
as me. They conceived. a friendſhip 
for one another, and promiſed to” 
maintain a correſpondence by letters. 
Our coach'rould not be refitted till the 
following day, and as we ſhould zun 
ſome riique by ſetting out late, it was 
determined that we ſhould ſtay at the 
caſtle another night. We, in our 
turn, were ſerved with a profuſion of 


victuals, and our beds were no leſs » 


comfortable than our meal. 

Next day, my miſtreſs found new 
charms in the converſation of Elvira, 
with whom (he dined in a large hall, 


adorned with ſevgral gictures z one of 
4 which 


G 
Fa 
* 


119 

a caſtle, which we perceived at the ſoot 
of a mountain.” As night approach- 
ed, we were not a little embarraſſed ; 
when a peaſant, paſſing by accident, 
rid us of our anxiety, by telling us, 


dro's widow, whe came out to receive 


— 


0 


beg a lodging | 
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bich was remarkable for the beauty 


of a good mien, who, ſtro 


and wonderful expreſſion of the figures, 
though it preſented a very tragical 


» ſcene to the view. A dead cavalier 


appeared lying on his back, and drown- 


ed in his own blood; but ſeemed ſtill 


to retain a menacing air even in death. 
Near him lay a young lady in another 
attitude, ftretched alſo upon the ground; 
a ſword was ſeen 15 in her boſom, 
and ſhe breathed her laſt ſighs, fixing 
her dying eyes u a young man, 
who ſeemed mortally grieved at the loſs 
of her. The painter had likewiſe drawn 
another figure, which did not eſcape 
my attention: this was, an old man 
y affected 
with the objects that ſtruck his view, 
diſcovered as much ſenſibility as the 
youth. One would have thought that 
each of them felt the ſame pangs, at 
fight of thele doleful images, but that 
each received the impreſſion in a diffe- 
rent manner. The old man ſeemed 
overwhelmed with the profound ſor- 
row in which he was plunged : but 
there was fury mixed with the afflic- 
tion of the youth. The painter had ex- 
preſſed the whole with ſuch ſtrength, 
that we could ſcarce withdraw our 
eyes from the performance. My miſ- 
treſs having aſked what ſtory the picture 

ſented ; Madam, faid Elvira, 
it is a faithful repreſentation of the 
© misfortunes of my family. This 
anſwer excited the curioſity of Aurora, 
who expreſſed ſuch an eager inclination 
to know more, that Non Pedro's wi- 
dow could not diſpenſe with promiſing 
her the ſatis faction ſhe deſired. This 
promiſe, which was made before Or- 
tiz, her two companions and me, de- 
tained us all four in the hall after din- 
ner. My miſtreis would have ſent us 
away, but Elvira perceiving that we 
longed fervently to hear the explana- 


tion of the picture, had the goodneſs 


to bid us ſtay ; (aying, that the ſtory 
which ſhe was going to relate, was none 
of thoſe that required ſecreſy: andim- 


mediately began in theſe words. 


CHAP. IV. 


" THE BALEFUL MARRIAGE: A NO- 


VEL *. 


This novel is founded in 


ADVENTURES 


truth, and is the ground-work of Thomſon's 
Tancred and Sigilmunda. | 
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* DOGER, King of Sicily, had a 

© brother and a ſiſter: the firſt; 
© called Mainfroy, revolted againſt 
© him, and lighted up a dangerous 
and bloody war in the kingdom but 
* had the misfortune to loſe two bat. 
« tles, and fall into the hands of the 
* king, who contented himſelf with 
« puniſhing his rebellion, by depriving 
6 — of his liberty. This clemency 
© ſerved only to make Roger paſs for 
* a barbarian, in the opinion of one 
part of his ſubjects, who ſaid he had 
only ſaved his brother's life, in or- 
der to exerciſe upon him a flow and 
© inhuman revenge. But all the reſt, 
© with better foundation, imputed the 
© harſh treatment that Mainfroy ſuf. 
© fered in priſon, to his ſiſter Mathil- 
© da alone: for ſhe had, in effect, al- 


< ways hated the prince, and did not 


© ceaſe perſecuting him as long as he 
© lived; but ſhe died ſoon after him, 
© and her death was looked upon/as a 
* juſt puniſhment of her unnatural diſ- 
© polition. 

* Mainfroy having left to ſons, as 
yet in their infancy, Roger wiſhed 
to get rid of them; fearing that, 
when they ſhould arrive at à more 
advanced age, the deſire of reveng- 
ing their father, would induce-them 
to revive a faction which was not fo 
much quelled, but that it might oc- 
caſion new troubles in the ſtate, He 
imparted his deſign to the ſenator 
Leontio Siffredi, his miniſter z who, 
to divert him from putting it in exe- 
cution, undertook the education of 
Prince Henriquez, the eldeſt, and ad- 
viſed him to commit the youngeſt, 
who was called Don Pedro, to the 


ger, perſnaded that his nephews 
would be brought up by theſe men 
in that ſubmiſſion and duty which 
they owed to him, left the princes to 
their conduct; and took upon him- 
ſelf the care of his niece Conſtantia, 
who was of the ſame age with Hen- 
riquez, and only daughter of the 
Princeſs Mathilda ; he furniſhed her 
with women and maſters, and ſpared 
nothing in her education. 

© Leontio Siffredi had a caſtle two 
© ſhort leagues from Palermo, at a 


« place called Belmont; and there that 
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care of the Conſtable of Sicily, Ro— 
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* miniſter employed himſelf in render- 
ing Henriquez worthy of mounting 
« one day the throne of Sicily. He 
£ ſoon obſerved in that prince ſuch 
« amiable qualities, that he applied 
s himſelf to the cultivation of them as 
© cloſely as if he had had no children 
« of his own. He was bleſſed, how- 
© ever, with two daughters; the eldeſt 
© of whom, called Blanche, younger 
* by a year than the prince, was adorn- 
© ed with the moſt perfect beauty: the 
other, named Porcia, whoſe birth 
* occahoned her mother's death, was 
« ſtill in the cradle. Blanche and 
« Prince Henriquez, as ſoon as they 
« were capable of love, entertained a 
mutual on; though they had 
© not the liberty of converſing in pri- 
vate. The prince, however, did 
© not fail to find opportunities ſome- 
© times, and knew ſo well how to pro- 
fit by theſe ious moments, that 
© he engaged the daughter of Siffredi 
to allow him to execute a project he 
© had formed. Juſt about this time, 
© it hap that Leontio was oblig- 
ed, by the king's orders, to make 
«© a journey into one of the moſt remote 
«© provinces of the iſland; and during 
0 bis abſence, Henriquez cauſed an 
opening to be made in the wall of 
© his apartment, that was contiguous 
© to the chamber of Blanche; ſupply- 
ing it with a ſliding partition of wood, 
that opened and ſhut, without being 
© perceived; becauſe it was fo cloſely 
« joined to the cieling, that the eye 
© could not diſcover the artifice. A 
© ſkilful architect, whom the prince 
© had made his friend, performed the 
* work with equal diligence and ſe- 


© crely. 
0 Through this paſſage the amorous 
Henriquez mas himſelf ſome- 
times into the chamber of his miſ- 
treſs ; but he did not abuſe her fa- 
vour : for though ſhe was imprudent 
enough to allow him a private en- 
trance into her apartment, ſhe did 
not condeſcend ſo far, until he had 
aſſured her, that he would never aſk 
any thing that innocence could not 

* grant, 
© ry uneaſy, becauſe ſhe had heard that 
q Ro er was very ill, and had ſent for 
„Siffredi, as high chancellor of the 
* kingdom, in order to intruſt him 
* with his laſt will. She repreſented 
* to ar already, her dear Henri - 
- 


* 
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ne night, he found her ve- , 
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«* quez on the throne, and being afraid 
* of loling him in that high ſtation, 
* was under the utmoſt anxiety ; and 
the tears ſtood in her eyes when he 
appeared. Heavens l you wee 
„% Madam; what muſt I think of 
„ that ſorrow with which I ſee you 
„% overwhelmed ?” — Sir,“ replied 
Blanche, ** I cannot conceal my 
* $: the king, your uncle, will 
„ ſoon ceaſe to live, and you will 
„ ſucceed him. When I, therefore, 
** foreſee how far your new greatnels 
« will remove you from me, I own, 
«© I cannot be unconcerned. A mo- 
«« narch ſeldom beholds things with 
* 2a lover's eye, and that which was 
„his utmoſt ambition while he was a 
*« ſubject, affects him but ſlightly whea 
he is on the throne, Whether it be 
Jan unhappy preſage, or reaſon alone 
that inſpires me, I feel my foul agi- 
stated with emotions that all my con- 
« fidence in your goodneſs cannot aſ- 
« ſuage; bad though I dare not doubt 
«© your generolity, I cannot help diſ- 
« truſting my own deſtiny." —** Ado- 
** rable Blanche!“ replied the prince, 
«« your fears are obliging, and juſtify 
«« my attachment to your charms ; but 
*« the exceſs of your doubts injures my 
« love, and if I may be allowed to 
*« ſay fo) the eſteem which you owe 
« me. No! think not my deſtiny and 
« yours can ever be ſeparated : believe 
rather, that you will always be the 
object of my happineſs and joy. 
Lay aſide your fear, therefore, ant 
let it pot diſturb ſuch endearing mo- 
„% ments. —“ An, Sir!” antwered the 
* daughter of Leontio, „as ſoon as 
«© you are crowned, your ſubjects, per- 
«© haps, will demand for your queen 
« a princeſs deſcended from a lon 
« race of kings, whoſe ſplendid al- 
„ liance may add new realms to yours; 
„and perhaps, alas! you will an- 
« {wer their expeRation, even at the 
« *expence of your inclination,” —— 
«© Ha! why,” replied Henriquea, with 
© {ome warmth, © why are you thus 
«« prone to torment yourſelf, by rat] 
60 ing ſuch an afflicting image of what 
«« will never happen? Should Heaven 
« diſpoſe of the king, my uncle, and 
„% make me maſter of Sicily, I ſwear | 
% that I will eſpouſe you in Palermo, 
in preſence of all my court j and I 
« invoke all that is ſacred to confirm 
« my oath l“ a3 ” 
o « Liffredi's 


* 
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© Siffredi's daughter was cheared by 
* the proteſtations of Henrique, and 
© the reſt of their converſation turned 
on the king's diſtemper : on which 
« occakon, Henriquez diſcovered the 
« goodne(s of his heart, in lamenting 
his uncle's fate, with which he had no 
« great reaſon to be affected: the force 
© of blood making him regret a prince, 
© by whoſe death he ſhould acquire 2 
crown. Blanche, as yet, did not 
© know all the misfortunes that threat- 
« enced her. The Conſtable of Sicily 
© had met her coming out of her fa- 
* ther's a ent, one day when he 
* was at the caſtle of Belmont, on ſome 
important affairs, was captivated with 
her beauty, and next day demanded 
her in marriage of Siffredi, who con- 
ſented to the match; but Roger's 
« diſtemper intervening, the nuptials 
« were deferred, and Blanche knew 
nothing of the matter. 

One morning, juſt as Henriquez 
had done dreſſing, he was ſurprized 
© to ſee Leontio, followed by Blanche, 
© come into his apartment. Sir, 
< ſaid that miniſter to him, the news 
I bring are afflicting, but the con- 
« folation with which they are at- 
tt tended ought to moderate your grief. 
« The king your uncle is dead, after 
« having left you heir to his ny = 
« and Sicily is ſubject to your ſway. 
« The grandees of the realm, who 
« attend your orders at Palermo, have 
« commiſſioned me to receive them 
« from your mouth : and I am come, 
“ Sir, with my daughter, the firit of 
your new ſubjects, to offer you our 
« early and fincere r 
prince, who knew very well that Ro- 
« ger had laboured two months under 
« 2 diſcaſe that gradually conſumed 
him, was not much ſurprized at this 
< piece of news; nevertheleſs, ſtruck 
« with the ſudden change of his con- 
« dition, he felt a thouſand confuſed 
emotions riſe within his breaſt ; and 
© having muſed ſome time, broke ſi- 
« Jence, by addreffing himſelf to Leon- 
to in theſe words; Sage Siffredi, 
„% ſhall always look upon you as my 
« father, glory in regulating my con- 
% duct by your counſel, aud you ſhall 
be as much a king in Sicily as I 

„% am.” So faying, be advanced to a 
* table on which there was a ſtandiſh, 
and taking a ſheet of papers wrote 
dis name at the bottom of the page. 
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©< What are you about to do, Sir :“ 
« faid Siffredi to him. Im going 
to manifeſt my gratitude and eſteem, 
« anſwered Henriquez, ting the 
© ſheet to Blanche, and ſaying, © Re- 
« ceive, Madam, this pledge of my 
« faith, and of the empire over my in- 
cc clinations, which I now yield to you. 
Blanche took it, bluſhing, and made 
this anſwer to the prince: * receive 
<« with reſpect the favours of my king; 
« but I depend upon a father ; 1 
« hope your Majeſty will not take it 
ill, that 1 this paper in his 
„% hands, to be uſed as his prudence 
« ſhall direct — Pu 

© She accordingly gave u 
* tion of Henrique: to her father, 
then obſerved what till that moment 
© hade his penetration: he diſ- 
< _ prince's ſentiments, and 
© ſaid to him; “ Your Majeſty ſhall 
„have no cauſe to oach me; for 
« I will not abuſe your confidence.” 
— My dear Leontio, cried Henri- 
* quez, interrupting him, „ don't 
imagine you can abuſe it. What- 
ever uſe you ſhall 33 
I will approve of your determin . 
« But go, added he, „return to Pa- 
lermo, order the preparations to be 
« made for my coronation, and tell my 
c ſubjects, that I will follow you im- 
« mediately thither, in order to receive 
their oaths of allegiance, and aſſure 
them of my affection. The mini- 
« ſter obeyed his new maſter's order ; 
and, with his daughter, ſet out for 
Palermo. 2 

A few hours their d k 
the prince took the ſame 4 
« engrofled by his love, than by the 
© high rank to which he was raiſed. 
As ſoon as he arrived in the city, he 
« was ſaluted with innumerable 5 
© of joy ; and, amidit the acclamations 
© of his people, entered the palace, 
* where every thing was y pre- 
6 mou for the ceremony, and 
© he found the Princefs Conſtantia in 
© deep mourning, and to all ap ce 
© very much affected with Roger's death. 
© As they owed one another a mutual 
© compliment of condolence on the 
© event, they both acquitted themſelves 
very omely ; but it was more 
cold on the fide of Henriquez, than 
© on that of Conſtance ; who, in f 
6 Ry Rug Ang ir 
© families, qoutd not the price . 

1 | He 
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4 He placed himſelf on the throne, and 
«© the princeſs ſat on his right-hand, in 
© an elbow-chair not quite ſo high. 
The grandees of the kingdom took 
© their places, each according to his 
© rank: the ceremony began, and Le- 
© ontio, as high-chancellor of the ſtate, 
© and keeper of the late king's will, 
« opened and read it with an audible 
© yoice, This deed contained in ſub- 
« ſtance, that Roger ſeeing himſelf 
* without iſſue, named the eldeſt ſon of 
© Mainfroy for his ſucceſſor, on con- 
dition that he ſhould eſpouſe the Prin- 
« ceſs Conſtance ; which if he refuſed 
© to perform, he ſhould forfeit the 
* crown of Sicily to the infant Don 
© Pedro, his brother, who ſhould en- 
c * on the ſame terms. 

© Henriquez was confounded at theſe 
© words ; the reftriftion gave him in- 
« credible pain, which became ſtill 
© more „ when Leontio, after 
© having read the will, pronounced to 
© the whole afſembly, ** My lords, 
% having reported the laſt intentions of 
« the late King to our new monarch, 
« that generous prince conſents to ho- 
« nour his couſin, the Princeſs Con- 
« ftance, with his hand.” At theſe 
« words, Henriquez interrupted the 
chancellor, ſaying, **Leontio,remem- 
ber the writing which Blanche—" 
« Sir,” ſaid Siffredi with precipitation, 
© before the prince had time to explain 
« himſelf, * here it is. The grandees 
« of the realm, added he, ſhewing 
© the paper to the aſſembly, ** will here 
« fee by your majeſty's augult ſigna- 
te ture, the eſteem you have for the 
« princeſs, and the deference you pay 
tt to the laſt will of the deceaſed king 
« your uncle.“ Having ſpoke thete 
© words, he read the deed with which 
© he himſelf had filled the paper, con- 
© taining the moſt ſolemn engagement 
© to marty Conſtance, conformable to 
* the intention of Roger. The hall 
© rung with repeated ſhouts of all pre- 
* fent, who cried, ** Long, live our 
% magnanimous King Henriquez |” 
for as nobody was ignorant of the 
© averſion which that prince had al- 
© ways manifeſted for the princeſs, it 


. © was feared, not without reaſon, that 


© he would revolt againſt the condition 
of the will, and by theſe means raiſe 
* commotions in the kingdom. But 
* the reading of this paper entirely 
'tompoſed minds of the nobles 

* 
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© and people, and excited thoſe general 


© acclamations, which in ſecret tor- 
tured the monarch's ſoul. | 

c Conſtance, who, both on account 
of her own glory, and her paſſion for 
Henriquez, . the publiek ſa- 
tis faction more than any body; choſe 
this time to aſſure him of her grati- 
tude. But the prince, in vain endea- 
vouring to conſtrain himſelf, received 
her compliments with great afflitiong 
and was, indeed, in ſuch, diſorder, 
that he could not even perform what 
decency required. At laſt, yielding 
to the violence of his paſſion, he ap- 
© proached Siffredi, whom the duty,of 
> Fa office obliged to be pretty near 
© his perſon, | and with a low ,voice. 
© ſaid, ** What have you done, Leon 
« tio? The ſubſcription, which I put 
« into your daughter's hands, was not 
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«© intended for this uſe. You have be- 


« trayed—"" Sir, ſaid Siffredi, in- 


© terrupting him in a reſolute tone, 


« conſider your own glory; if you re- 
© fuſe to follow the will of the kin 
« your uncle, you loſe the crown of 
« Sicily.” He had no @oner ſpoke 
in this manner, than he removed at 
a greater diſtance from the king, that 
© he might not have an opportunity to 
reply. Henriquez remained in the 
© utmoſt perplexity, and felt himſelf 
© agitated by contrary emotions. He 
© was incenſed againſt Siffredi; he could 
not reſolve to abandon Blanche ; but, 
© diſtraſted between her and the inte- 
© reſt of his glory, it was ſome time 
before he could come to any reſolu- 
tion. However, he was determined 
at laſt, and thought he had fallen 
upon a method to preſerve the daugh- 
ter of Siffredi, without renouneing 
the throne. He feigned ſubmiſſion 
to the will of Roger, and purpoſed, 
while a diſpenſation for his manriage 
with his couſin ſhould be foliciting 
at Rome, to gain the nobles of the 
realm by his hn, and eſtabliſh 
his power ſo well, that he ſhould not 
be obliged to fulfil it's conditions. 
As ſoon as he had formed this de- 
© ſign, he became mote tranquil q; and 
© turning to Conſtance; confirmed to 
© her what the high-chancellor had 
read before the whole aſſembly. But 
in the very moment when he betrayed 
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* himſelf ſo far as to plight his tro 


© to her, Blanche arrived in the covn+, 
* cil-hall. She came thither by her 
| ä 


* 
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© father's command, to pay her re- 
© ſpeRs to the princeſs, her ears 
< wereftruck with the words of Hen- 
© riquez, at her firſt entrance. Beſides, 
< Leontio, being defirons that ſhe 
* ſhould have no cauſe to doubt of her 
<* misfortune, ſaid, while he preſented 
© her to Conſtance, © Daughter, do 
c homage to your queen, and wiſh 
4 her all the ſweets of a flouriſh- 
* ing reign and happy marriage.” — 
- This — ſtroke the 
£ unfortunate Blanche: in vain ſhe 
© endeavoured to conceal her grief; 
© ſhe bluſhed, and grew pale, alter- 
© nately, and ſhook through ever 
* dimb. Nevertheleſs, the princeſs 
© had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the 
© cauſe, but attributed the diſorder 
© in which ſhe paid her compliment, 
© to the perplexity of a young creature 
s bred up in ſolitude, and altogether 
< unaccuſtomed to the court. It was 
© quite otherwiſe with the young king: 
£ the ſight of Blanche abaſhed him; and 
© the Telpair he obſerved in her eyes 
« tranſported him quite beſide himſelf. 
* 'He did not doubt that, judging by 
' © appearanees, ſhe believed him un- 
© faithful. He would have been leſs 
©. uncaſy, could he have Ipoke to her: 
* but how could he find an opportu- 
© nity, when all Sicily, as one may 
© fay, had it's eyes upon him. Be- 
* fides, the cruel Siffredi deprived him 
© of that hope: for, reading the 
thoughts of theſe two lovers in their 
looks, and willing to prevent the 


© miſchief which the violence of their - 


< paſſion mighþ create ĩn the ſtate, that 
a © miniſter, in an artful manner, cars 


© ned his daughter qut of the aſſem- 


© bly, and ſet out with her on his 
© return to Belmont; reſolved, for 
© more reaſons than one, to have her 
married as ſoon as poſſible. 

© © *Fhey were no ſooner arrived, than 
© he made her acquainted with all the 
© horror of her fate, by declaring that 
© he had promiſed her in marriage 
© to the Conftable. © Juſt Heaven“ 
c £5 ſhe, in a tranſport of grief, 
© which her > = preſence- could 
© n reſs ; for what direful pu- 
„ niſhent is the unfortunate Blanche 
« reſerved!” Her deſpair was even ſo 
© violent, as to ſuſpend all the facul- 
ties of her ſoul. She was ſeized with 
© an univerſal chilnels, and becoming 


* 
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clay - cold and wan, ſwooned ul 
6 e of her father. He was ed. 
© ed with her condition; but, thoy 
© he ſhared her affliction with all 
* tenderneſs of a parent, his firſt re- 
© ſolution ſtill remained unſhaken. 
Blanche, at length, recovered her 
* ſpirits, more through the exquiſite 
« ſenſation of her grief, than through 
© the water which Siffredi ſprinkled on 
© her face; which 8 while 
© ſhe opened her Janguiſhing eyes, 
« Sir,” (aid ſhe, with a feeble voice, 
© Tam aſhamed that you have ſeen m 
© weakneſs; but death, which ale 4 
« ſoon end my torments, will ip a 
« little time rid you of an unhappy 
* daughter, who has dared to diſpoſe 
te of her heart without your conſent.” 
—<© No, my dear Blanche,” replied 
© Leontioz © live, and Jet* virtue re- 
© ſume it's empire in your breaſt. 
The Conſtable's paſſion does you 
% honour ; he is the moſt conſiderable 
t“ match in the Kingdom. I eſteem 
« his perſon and his merit, faid 
© Blanche, interrupting him; “ but, 
Sir, the king bad made me ho 2 
© Daughter,” ſaid Siffredi, cutting her 
© ſhort in his turn, I know all that 
* you can ſay on that ſubject, I am 
« not ignorant of your tenderneſs for 
ce the prince, which at another cons 
6 Sing I ſhould not diſapprove, 
*« You ſhould even ſee me eager to en- 
4 ſure you of the hand of Hennquez, 
if the intereſt of his glory, and that 
« of the ſtate, did not oblige him to 
© beſtow it on Conſtance. It is on 
ct that condition only, that the late 
« king deſigned him for his ſucceſſor ; 
* and would you have him prefer you 
« to the crown of Sicily? Beheve 
„% me, I ſympathize with you in the 
« cruel ſtroke you ſuffer ; but ſince we 
« cannot withſtand the decrees of deſti - 
n Ys make one generous effort. Your 
60 glory is concerned, in concealing 
« from the kingdom the vain m_ 
« with which you flattered yourſelf. 
Your ſenſibility for the king may 
« raiſe reports to your diſadvantage; 
« and the only means of preventing 
« them, will be to marry the Con- 
« table. In ſhort, Blanche, this is 
% no time to deliberate, The king 
« yields you for a throne, and mar- 
«© ries Conſtance. The Conſtable has 
« my promiſe, which I beg you will, 
ke. 


- 
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tt perform; and if I muſt uſe my 
« authority to bring you to this reſo- 
« lution, I order you to comply. 

© Sq, ſaying, he left her to reflect 
© ypon what ſhe had heard, hoping, 
© that after having maturely conſider - 
© ed the arguments he had uſed, to 
© ſupport her virtue againſt her incli- 
© nation, ſhe would reſolve, of herſelf, 
©. to give her hand to the Conſtable, In 
© this he was not miſtaken. But, what 
© pangs did it coſt the melancholy 
c Blaede, before ſhe came to that de- 
© termination! ſhe was in a condition, 
© which, of all others, was moſt wor- 
© thy of compaſſion! Grief for ſeeing 
© her preſages of the infidelity of Hen- 
© riquez changed into certainty, and 
© for being conſtrained, in loſing him, 
© to give herſelf away to another, 
© whom ſhe could not love, created in 
© her ſuch violent tranſports of afflic- 
© tion, that every moment was attend- 
© ed with new torture. If my mis- 
& fortune is certain, cried ſnhe, how 
« can I reſiſt it without dying? Cruel 
« deſtiny! why was I fed with the 
moſt delicious hope, when I was 
« doomed to ſuch an abyſs of miſery ! 
„ And thou, perfidious lover! how 
* durſt thou betroth thyſelf to another, 
ce after thou hadſt promiſed eternal fide 
« lity to me? bal thou ſo ſoon forgot 
« the faith which thou hadſt ſworn ? 
As a puniſhment for having ſo cru- 
7 elly deceived me, may Heaven make 
e the nuptial bed, which thou art 
« going to ſtain with perjury, not a 
ee ſcene of pleaſure, but remorſe! May 
te the careſſes of Conſtance convey 
% poiſon to thy faithleſs heart! and 
„ may thy marriage be as baleful as 
« mine! Yes, traitor | I will eſpouſe 
te the Conſtable, whom I cannot love 
« to revenge me upon myſelf, and 
« puniſh me, for having made fo in- 
ce diſcreet a choice of the object of my 
te love! Since my religion forbids 
er me to make an attempt upon my 
« life, the days I have to live thall be 
© nothing elſe than an unhappy ſeries 
« of trouble and diſquiet, If thou 
ce {til} preſerveſt any tenderneſs for 
e me, thou wilt be mortified at ſeeing 
* me throw myſelf into the arms of 
« another; and if thou haſt entirely 
% forgot me, Sicily, at leaſt, may 
e boaſt of having produced a woman, 

* who puniſhed Pertelf for having too 
*« ſimply diſpoſed of her heart l“ 
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In ſuch a ſituation did this unhap- 
py victim of love and duty paſs the 
night that preceded her marriage with 
the Conſtable; and Siffredi, Ladin 

her next day ready to comply wit 

his deſire, made haſte to take the ad- 
vantage of that favourable diſpoſi- 
tion. He ſent for the Conſtable to. 
Belmont that ſame day, and married 
him privately to his daughter, in the 
chapel of the caſtle. It was not 
enough to renounce a crown, to loſe 
for ever a perſon whom ſhe loved, 
and beſtow herſelf upon the obje&of 
her hatred ; but ſhe was alſo obliged 
to diſſemble her ſentiments before a 
huſband who was inflamed with the 
moſt ardent paſſion for her, and na- 
turally of a jealous diſpoſition. Her 
ſpouſe, charmed with the poſſeſſion 
of what he held moſt dear, was con- 
tinually in her company, and < 
even allow her the ſad conſolation of 
bewailing her misfortune in ſecret. 
When night approached, the daugh- 
ter of Leontio felt her affliction re+ 
double: but what were her pangs, 


ſtable! He aſked, in a reſpectful 
manner, the cauſe of that ſorrow 
with which ſhe ſeemed to be depreſſ- 
ed; and Blanche, perplexed by the 

ueſtion, feigned herſelf indiſpoſed. 

his deceived her huſband at firſt, 
but he did not Jong continue in his 
miſtake : for, as he was really con- 
cerned at the condition in which he 
ſaw her, and prefſed her to go ta 
bed, his intreaties, which ſhe miſ- 
interpreted, preſented ſuch a cruel 
image to 3 that, be» 
ing unable to contain herſelf any 
longer, ſhe gave free vent to her 
ſighs and tears. What a fight was 
this for a man, who believed himſel$ 
at the very ſummit of his happineſs 1 
He no longer doubted that the af- 


thing ſiniſter to his love. Neverthe+ 
leſs, though the knowledge of it 
threw him into a ſituation almoſt ag 
deplorable as that of 3 he 
had ſuch eommand of himſelf, that 
© he concealed his ſuſpicions. He re- 
© doubled his intreaties, and continued 
© to preſs his ſpouſe to go to reſt ; al+ 
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„ ſuring her, that he would not inter- 


© rupt the repoſe which ſhe ſeemed ia 
© much to want. He even offered to 
RA « call 
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when her women, after having uns 
dreſſed, left her alone with the Con- 


fliction of his wife portended ſome - 


% 


126 


c call her women, if ſhe thought their 
c aſſiſtance could alleviate her indiſ- 
poſition. Blanche, encouraged by this 
promiſe, told him, that her preſent 
weakneſs only required a little ſleep. 
He pretended to believe her; and 
going to bed together, they paſſed a 
night very different from thoſs which 
Cepid and Hymen beftow on two 
lovers inſpired by mutual paſſion. 
© While Sitfredi's daughter indulged 
her ſorrow, the Conſtable endeavour- 
ed, within himſelf, to divine the 
cauſe that rendered his marriage ſo 
unhappy. He concluded there was 
a rival in the caſe; but was be- 
wildered in his own 1magination, 
when he attempted to diſcover who 
that rival was; and the ſole reſult of 
his conjectures was, that he was the 
molt unhappy of all mankind. He 
had already ſpent two thirds of the 
in theſe agitations, when his 
ears were ſtruck with a hollow noiſe; 
and he was not a little ſurprized to 
hear ſomebody walking ſoftly in the 
chamber. He believed himſelf miſ- 
taken; for he remembered that he 
© himſelf had locked the door, after 
© Blanche's women were gone, and 
dre back the curtain to diſcover, by 
© the evidence of his eyes, the cauſe of 
© the noiſe which he heard: but the 
« light, which had been left in the 
© chimney, was extinguiſhed; and in 
© a little time he. heard the name of 
© Blanche repeated ſeveral times, in a 
c ſoft and languiſhing tone. Then his 
« jealous ſuſpicions were inflamed to 
© fury, and his honour alarmed, oblig- 
© ing him to riſe, in order to prevent 
© an affront, or take vengeance for it, 
© he ſcized his ſword, and moved to- 
* wards that ' fide whence the voice 
© ſeemed to come. Feeling a naked 
© ſword oppoſed to his own, he ad- 
vanced, the other retired; he pur- 
© ſued, and the other vanjſhed from 
© his purſvit. 'In vain did he ſearch 
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for him, who ſeemed to fly, through 


- 


© all the corners of the room, as much 
s as the darkneſs would allow; he 
could not find him; he ſtopped, liſten- 
© ed, and heard nothing. All ſeemed 
© to be inchantment'! he went to the 
door, which, he imagined had fa- 
« youred the flight of the ſecret enemy 
of his honour, but he found it faſt 

locked as before. Not being able to 
$ comprehend any thing of this ad- 
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venture, he called thoſe of his people 
who were neareſt, and as he opened 
the door for that purpoſe, ſtood in 
the paſſage, and kept himſelf on his 
uard, that the perſon whom he 
Lake might not eſcape. 
© Some ſervants hearing his repeated 
cries, came running with lights ; up- 
on which, he took a candle, and 
made a new ſearch in the chamber, 
ſword in hand ; but found nobody, 
nor the leaſt mark of any perſon's 
having been there. He did not even 
perceive the private door, nor the 
opening, through which there was a 
pallage. He could not, however, 
lindfold himſelf, with regard to the 
circumſtances of his misfortune, but 
remained in a ſtrange confuſion of 
thoughts. Should he have recourſe 
to Blanche, ſhe was too much con- 
cerned in the truth, for him to expect 
an explanation from her. He there- 
© fore, reſolved to and his 
© heart to Leontie, after having dif- 
© miſſed his ſervants; telling them, 
that he thought he had heard a noiſe 
in his chamber, but was miſtaken. 
He met his father-in-law coming out 
of his apartment, at the diſturbance 
he had 3 and recounted to him 
what had happened, with all the 
marks of extreme agitation and pro- 
found grief. 
* Siffredi was ſurprized at the adven- 
ture, which, tho" it did not ſcem na- 
tural, he nevertheleſs believed ; and 
thinking that the king's love was ca- 
able of any thing, was very much 
afflicted with that conſideration. But 
far from flattering the jealous ſuſpi- 
cions of his ſon-in-law, he repre- 
ſented to him, with an air of aſſu- 
rance, that ke voice, which he 
thought he heard, and the ſword 
that was oppoſed to his, could be no 
other than phantoms of an imagi- 
nation, milled by jealouſy ; for it 
was impoſſible that 80 body could 
have gone into his Yaughter's cham- 
ber ; that with regard to the melan- 
choly which he had obſerved in his 
wife, it might be occaſioned by ſome 
indiſpoſition ; that honour ought not 
to be anſwerable for the viciſſitudes 
of temper; that the change of con- 
dition in a girl uſed to hve in ſoli- 
tude, who lees herſelf in a ſudden 
delivered to a man, whom ſhe has 
not had time to know and to love, 
8 6 might 
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s might be the cauſe of thoſe tears, 
© ſighs, and that ſharp affliction, of 
« which ſhe complained ; that love was 
pa not to be kindled in maidens of a 
© noble birth, by any other means than 
time and aſſiduity; for which rea- 
« ſons he exhorted him to calm his 
« diſquiet, redouble his tenderneſs and 
«© care, in order to diſpoſe Blanche to 
become more ſenſible of his merit; 
© and intreated him to return to his 
© chamber, being perſuaded that his 
« uneaſineſs and diſtruſt were injuries 
done to the virtue of his wife. 
© The Conſtable made no anſwer to 
© the remonſtrances of his father-in- 
© law : whether he really began to 
think that he might have been im- 
© poled upon by the diſorder of his 
c hind, or judged it a wiſer courſe to 
« difſlemble, than to undertake, in 
« yain, to convince the old man of an 
«© event ſo void of all probability, he 
returned to hig apartment, lay down 
© by his wife, and tried to obtain, by 
« ſleep, ſome reſpite from his diſquiet, 
© Blanche, on her fide, was no Ie un- 
* eaſy than he; ſhe had but too well 
heard that which alarmed her huſ- 
© band, and could not conſider as an 
illuſion, an adventure, the ſecret and 
motives of which ſhe knew. Sur- 
prized that Henriquez ſhquld ſeek to 
introduce himſelf into her apart- 
ment, after having ſo ſolemnly 
. his faith to Conſtance, in- 
of approving or feeling the 
leaſt glimple of joy at this ſtep, ſhe 
looked upon it as a new outrage, 
90 her was incenſed againſt 
im. 
While the 7 of Siffredi, 
rejudiced againſt the young king, 
belleres Ne moſt unfaithful of 
men, that unhappy prince, more in 
love than ever, wiſhed for an inter- 
view with Blanche, in order to en- 
courage her againſt the appearances 
that condemned him. He would 
have come ſooner to Belmont for 
that purpoſe, had he been permitted 
by the multiplicity of buſineſs in 
which he was neceſſarily engaged; 
but he could not ſteal away. trom 
court before that night. He was 
too well acquainted with all the pri- 
vate corners of a place where he had 
© been educated, to be under any diſfi- 
* culty of getting unſcen into Siffredi's 
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© caſtle; and he ſtill kept the key of 2 
© private door that beſo to the 
8 8 through which he got into 
© his old apartment, from whence he 
paſſed into the chamber of Blanche. 
© You may imagine the aſtoniſhment 
of that prince, when he found a man 
© there, and felt a ſword oppoſed to 
© his own. He had well nigh diſco- 
« vered himſelf, and puniſhed on the 
© ſpot the audacious wretch, who durſt 
lift his ſacrilegious hand againſt his 
© lawful king; but the reſpet he 
oed to Leontio's daughter ſuſpend- 
© ed his reſentment: he retired in 
© the ſame manner he had entered; 
© and, more afflicted than ever, took 
© the road to Palermo ; where, arriv- 
© ing ſome moments before day, he 
* ſhut himſelf up in his apartment. 
4 

4 

c 
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ing him of his reſt, he d to re- 
turn to Belmont; his ſafety, honour, 
and above all, his love, not permit- 

rant 
ſuch a 


But the agitation of his ui depriv- 


ting him to remain longer 1 
of the leaſt circumſtance o 
cruel adventure, 


© It was no ſooner day than he com- * 


manded his hunting equipage to be 
got ready; and, under pretence of 
taking that diverſion, rode far into 
the foreſt of Belmont, attended by 
his ſportſmen and ſome courtiers. 
He followed the chace ſome time, 
the better to conceal his deſign ; and 
when he ſaw every one eagerly en- 
gaged at the heels of the hounds, he 
eparated himſelf from them, and, 
all alone, took his way to Leontio's 
caſtle. He was too well acquainted 
with the paths of the foreſt, to Joſe 
himſelf; and his impatience not per- 
mitting him to ſpare his horſe, he in 
a little time over-run the diſtance 
that ſeparated. him from the object 
of his love. He was juſt i 
ſome plauſible pretext to procure f 
himſelf a private interview with the 
aughter of Siffredi, when, croſſing 
ſmall road that led by one of the 
« park gates, he perceived, hard by, 
two women, ſitting in cloſe converſa- 
tion at the root of a tree. As he 
did not doubt that theſe perſons be- 
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« longed to the caſtle, the ſight of 


© them raiſed within him ſome emo- 


tion; but he was much more tran- 
« ſported, when the women, turning 
« towards him, at the noiſe of hig 

| | * horſe's 


27 
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& horſe's feet, he knew one of them to 
be his dear Blanche, who had eſcaped 
© from the castle with Nita, one of 
© her women, who enjoyed the greateſt 
© ſhare of her confidence, to bewail her 
© misfortune at full liberty. 

© He flew; he threw himſelf head- 
< Jong (if I may uſe the expreſſion) 
© at her feet; and perceiving in her 
eyes all the marks of the moſt pro- 
© found affliction, was melted at the 
4 15 „ „% Fair Blanche, ſaid he, 
« ſuſpend the emotions of your grief; 
, appearances, I confeſs, repreſent me 
« guilty to your eyes: but when you 
* are made acquainted with the deſign 
«© which I have formed in your be- 
« half, that which you now look up- 
on as a crime, will appear to you a 
«« proof of my innocence and exceſs 
« of love. Theſe words, which 


Henriques thought capable of mode- 


© rating; ſerved only to redouble the 
s affliction of Blanche, who would 
© have” anſwered him, had not her 
© voice been choaked up with her 
© ſighs. The prince, aſtoniſhed with 
her diſorder, ſaid, ** How, Madam! 
* can't I, then, calm your diſquier? 


« By what misfortune have 1 Joſt” 


% your confidence? I, who hazard my 
& crown, and even my life, to keep 
« myſelf yours!”* It was then that 
©. the daughter of Siffredi, making an 
©: effort to explain herſelf, replied, 
« Sir, your promiſes are now unſea- 
« ſanable. 
«© bind my deſtiny to yours.” —** Ah, 
„ Blanche?” faid Henriquez, inter- 
*'rupting her with warmth, what 
© cruel words are theſe I hear! Who 
«© dares raviſh you from my love? 
« Who dares oppoſe' the fury of a 
« king, who would put all Sicily in 
1 flames, rather than ſuffer you to be 


rs, Sir, anſwered Siffredr's 
aughter, in a Janguiſhing manner, 
„ cannot remove the obſtacles by 
© wihieh-we are ſeparated—T am the 
©{ Conſtable's wife!” —< The Conſta- 
«< ble's wife!“ cried the prince, ftag- 


Th 


on. | He was confounded and over- 
whelmed by this unexpected blow: 
his ſtrength forſook him, and he 


that grew behind him. Pale, trem- 
bling, and depreſſed, he had nothing 
© tree but his eyes, which he fixed up- 


Nothing henceforth. can 


« torn from his hopes? —“ All your 


gering backward, and unable to-go 


dropped down at the root of a tree 
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© on Blanche, in ſuch a manner 28 
© gave her to underſtand how deeply 
affected he was with the unhappy ti- 
© dings ſhe had declared. She, ont 
© other hand, looked upon him wit 
© an air which convinced him that her 
© emotions were little different from 
© thoſe he felt; and theſe two unfor- 
tunate lovers preſerved, between 
them, a ſilence that had ſomething 
© terrible in it. At length, the prince, 
© recollefting himſelf a little, by an 
© effort of his courage, reſumed the 
© diſcourſe, and faid to Blanche, with 
© a figh, „ What have you done, 
„Madam! Your credulity has ruined 
« me, and undone yourſelf “? 

© Blanche, piqued at the prince's 
© ſeeming to upbraid her, when He 
thought ſhe had much more cauſe to 
complain of him, replied, * What, 
© Sir! do you add diſſimulation to 
« infidelity? Would you have me 
© diſcredit my own eyes and ears, and 
* believe you innocent, in ſpite of 
* the evidence of my ſenſes ? No, Sir 
*© I own myſelf incapable of ſuch an 
« effort of reafon. “ Nevertheleſs, 
% Madam,” anſwered the king, c 
«© are impoſed u by thefe v 
6« — whici: ſeem ſs Faithful ; 
« even they have aſſiſted in betraying 
„you; and that I am innocent an 
faithful, is no leſs true, than that 
& you are the Conftable's fe. 
How, Sir!“ ſaid ſhe, “ did 1 not 
« hear you confitmr to Conftaritt the 
% preſent of your hand and heart? 
Have you not aſſured the nobles of 
„ the kingdom, that you would ful- 
% fil the conditions of the late king's 
„ill? and has not the princeſs re- 
©& cerved the homage of your new ſub- 
«« jets, in quality of queen, and 
© ſpouſe of Henriquez? Were my 
© eyes then bewitched? Say, ſay ra · 
«© ther, unfaithful prince! that you 
„ did not think Blanche onght to ba- 
% Jance in your heart the indereſt of a 
* throne! and, without ſtooping to 
« feign a * — that you no longer 
« feel, and perhaps never felt, con- 
« feſs that the crown of Sicily ap- 
„ peared to you more fixed with Con- 
% ſtanee than with Leontio's daugh- 


„ ter! You are in the right, Sir: a 


© ſhining throne was no more my due, 
than the heart of a prince ſuch as 
% you are. I was too vain, in pre- 
© tending to either; but you ought 

„ not 


te not to have indulged me in my er- 

0 for. You know the alarms I felt 

« on account of loſing you; a mis- 

«« fortune that then ſeemed to me al- 

« moſt inevitable. Why did you en- 

« courage me with hope? Would to 

«« Heaven my fears had not been diſ- 
« ſipated ! I ſhould have accuſed for- 

« tune, not you; and you would have, 

« at leaſt, prelerved my heart, though 

« at the expence of a hand which no 

4+ other ſhould ever have obtained ! 
« It is now no time to juſtify yourſelf ! 

I am the Conſtable's wife; and, that 
* ] may ſpare myſelf the conſequence 
« of a converſation that makes my 
« glory bluſh, giveme leave, Sir, with- 
« out failing in that reſpe& which I 
« owe yours to quit the preſence * a 

« prince whom Lam longer at li- 

6 — to hear. 4 
« $0 ſaying, the left Henriquez with 

© as much haſte as her preicnt weak 

condition would allow. Stop, 

« Madam!” cried he, „and do not 

« drive to deſpair a prince, who will 
t rather overturn that throne: which 
« you upbraid him with having pre- 

6 my to you, than fulfil the ex- 

<< peftatian of his new ſubjects 
4 That ſacrifice,” ſaid Blanche, * is 
« at preſent vain, While I am mar- 
6 ried to the Conſtable, theſe generous 
4 tranſports will not avail : ſince I am 
«© then no longer at liberty, it is of 
"<4 ſmall importance to me that you re- 
« duce Sicily to aſhes, or to whom 

«© you give your hand ! If I have been 
„ weak enough to let my heart be ſur- 
« prized, I ſhall at leaſt have fortitude 
„enough to ſtifle it's emotions, and 
let the new King of Sicily fee, that 
« the Conſtable's wife is no longer the 
% lover of Prince Henrique! When 
© the ounced theſe words, being 
« cloſe to the park-gate, ſhe entered it 
of a ſudden with Niſa; and, locking 
it on the other fide, left the prince 
© overwhelmed with ſorrow. He could 
* not recover the blow which Blanche 
© had igiven him, by the account of 
© her marriage. Unjuſt Blanche!” 
© cried he, * you have loſt all remem- 
„ brance of our mutual engagement 
„In ſpite of our reciprocal vows, we 
© are for ever parted ; and the idea 
« which I had cheriſhed of poſſeſſing 
«© your charms, was no more than a 
« vain-illufion ! Ah, cruel maid | how 
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% dearly did I buy your approbation 


« of my flame! 
Then the image of bis rival's hap- 
«© pineſs preſented itſelf to his fancy, 
* with all the horrors of jealouſy; 
© which took ſuch full poſſeſhon of his 
© ſoul for ſome moments, that he was 
© on the point of ſacrificing the Con- 
© ſtable, and even Siffredi himſelf, to 
© his reſentment. Reaſon, however, 
by degrees, allayed the violence of his 
© tranſports: but the impoſſibility © he 
perceived of baniſhing from Blanche 
the impreſſions ſhe retained of his 
« infidelity, - threw him again into 
* deſpair. He flattered himſelf with 
© the hopes of effacing them, provided 
© he could converſe with her at liberty: 
* for which purpoſe, judging it ne- 
ceſſary to remove the Conftable, he 
reſolved to have him rehended, 
© as a perſon ſuſpected of deſigns a- 
« gainkt the ſtate. He accordingly 
© charged with this office the captain of 
his guard; who, repairing to Bel- 
mont, ſecured his perſon in the twi- 
© light, and brought him priſoner to 
0 che caſtle of — ; 
This incident filled all Belmont 
* with conſternation. Siffredi ſet out 
immediately to offer himſelf to the 
© king, as ſecurity for his ſon-in-law, 
© and to repreſent the troubleſome con- 
© ſequence of ſuch an arreſt, * The 
prince, who expected this ſtep of his 
miniſter, and who-was refolved, at 
all events to obtain a free interview 
with Blanche, before the Conſtable 
ſhould be releaſed, had expreſsly or- 
dered, that no perſon whatever ſhould 
© ſpeak with him till next day. But 
« Leontio, notwithitanding this order, 
© finding means to get acceſs to the 
© king's chamber, preſented himſelf 
before him, ſaying, “ Sir, if a loyal” 
© and reſpectful ſubject may be allow- 

« ed to complain of his matter, I 
„ come to complain of you to your- 
« (elif. What crime has my ſon- in- 
% law committed? Has your maje(t 
& duly reflected on the eternal repro 

« you have fixed upon my family? 
© and on the conſequences of an im- 
« priſonment, which may alienate from 
«« your ſervice the hearts of thoſe who” 
« fill the moſt important poſts of the 
4% realm?" 1 have certain intel- 
« hgence,” replied the king, that 
„% the Conſtable caries on a2 


* 
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« minal correſpondence with the In- 
« fant Don Pedro. — “ Criminal cor- 
4 reſpondence !”* cried Leontio, with 


© ſurprize; do not believe it, Your 
« majeſty is impoſed upon; treaſon 
«© never entered the family of Siffredi; 
% and the Conſtable's being my ſon- 
« jt-law, is enough to ſcreen him from 
6 all ſuſpicion. The Conſtable is in- 
, nocent ; but other ſecret views have 
« induced you to arreſt him.“ 

% Since you talk to me fo freely, 
© replied the king, Iwill ſpeak to 
« you in the ſame manner. You com- 
plain of the Conftable's being im- 
% priſoned. What ! have I not more 
% cauſe to complain of your cruelty ? 
It is you, barbarous Siffredi! who 
« have robbed me of my quiet, and 
« reduced me, by your e cares, 
« to à condition that makes me envy 
« the loweſt of mankind ! But do not 
« flatter yourſelf that I will enter into 
«« your — my marriage with 
«© Conftance is reſolved upon in vain!” 
— “ How, Sir!” cried Leontio, trem- 
bling; * can you refuſe to marry the 
« princeſs, after having flattered her 
<<. with that hope before your whole 
de people? — If I deceive their ex- 
<< pedctation, replied the king, a- 
« ſeribe it ſolely to yourſelf. Why 
, did you lay me under a neceſſity of 
% promiſing that which I could not 
«c perform? Who compelled you to 
« fill a paper, which I gave your 
« daughter, with the name of Con- 
„ ſtance? You was not ignorant of my 
« intention; you tyrannized over the 
«© heart of Blanche, in making her 
«© marrya man whom ſhe did not love. 
4 But what right had you to diſpoſe 
«« of mine, in favour of a princeſs 
«© whom L hate ? Have you forgot that 


<< ſhe is the daughter of that cruel , 


«« Mathilda, who, trampling under her 
feet all the ties of blood and huma- 
, nity, made my father breathe his 
«« laſt, under all the rigours of capti- 
« vity? And ſhall I eſpouſe her ? No, 
„ Siffredi! lay afide that hope, Be- 
fore you ſee the torch of theſe dire- 
4 ful nuptials lighted, you will ſee 
c all Sicily in flames, and it's aſhes 
“ quenched in blood!“ % 
What do I bear cried Leontio. 
4% Ah, Sir! what a profpe& have you 
«© ſhewn me! what terrible threats ! 
+ . I am unſeaſonably alarmed,” 
* Added be, in another tone; © you 
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& love your ſubjects too well, to en- 
& tail upon them ſuch miſery. You 
© will not allow yourſelf to be over- 
„ come by love! You will not tar- 
« niſh your virtues with the weakneſſes 
te of ordinary men ! If I have beftow- 
© ed my daughter on the Conſtable, it 
« was done, Sir, with a view of ac- 
6 quiring for your majeſty a valiant 

ubjet, who can ſupport with his 
4 arm, and the troops which are at his 
te diſpoſal, your intereſt againſt that of 
« the Prince Don Pedro. I thought, 
& that in attaching him to my family, 
te by ſuch intimate ties— Hal theſe 
ts are the ties, cried the Prince Hen- 
© riquez, ** theſe are the fatal ties that 
© have undone me! Cruel friend ! why 
% did you inflict ſuch a heavy ſtroke 
„% upon me! Did TI order you to ma- 
« nage my concerns at the expence of 
© my heart? Why did you not leave 
te me to ſupport my rights by myſelf ? 
«© Did I want courage to reduce thoſe 
„ who ſhould rebel againſt me, I 
© ſhould have known bow to puniſh 
« the Conſtable, had he diſobeyed me. 
«« I know that kings ought not to be 


« tyrants, and that the happineſs of 


« their people ſhould be their chief 
« aim; but muſt they therefore be the 
« ſlaves of their ſubjects; and from the 
« moment that Heaven chuſes them to 
« govern, loſe the right that nature 
« grants to all men, of diſpoſing their 
« affetions as th > "ved 
« they muſt not enjoy the privi 

46 the loweſt claſs” of 22 

« back, Siffredi, that ſovereign power, 

&« which you would confirm at the ex- 

„ pence of my repoſe l”* 

« You know very well, Sir,” re- 
< plied the miniſter, that your mar- 
<« riage with the princeſs was, by the 
« late king, made the condition of 
% your ſucceſſion to the crown.” — 
« And what right,” anſwered Henri- 
© quez, had he to eſtabliſh that diſ- 
« poſition ? Had he received ſuch an 
% unwerthy law, when he ſucceeded 
«« to his brother King Charles? And 
«© how came you to be ſo weak, as to 
«« ſubmit to the unjuſt condition? For 
« an high-chancellor, methinks you 
« are very ill informed of our cuſtoms. 
% Ina word; though I have promiſed 
% my hand to Conſtance, it was not a 
«« voluntary engagement, therefore 1 


« do not intend to keep my word; and 
« if Don Pedro, from my refuſal, con- 


66 ceivs 


pleaſe? Ah! if 
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« eeives the hope of mounting my 
« throne, without engaging the people 
% in à quarrel, which might colt too 
«= much blood, let the ſword decide, 
„ in fiugle combat, which of us is 
« moſt worthy to reign.” Leontio, 
© not darimg to urge him any farther, 
© contented himſelt with aſking, on his 
* knees, the enlargement of his ſon-in- 
„ la, which he obtained. Go,” 
© faid the king t6 him; © return to 
« Belmont, whither the Conſtable will 
0 ſoon follow you. The miniſter went 
© away, and got back to Belmont, per- 
fuadeũ that his ſon-in-law would not 
« be long behind him. But in this he 
*t wis miſtaken: Henriquez reſolved 
t to ſer Blanche that night, and there - 
© fort deferred the releaſe of her huſ- 
© band tilt next day. 

* Meanwhile; the Conſtable was 
© tortured with the moſt cruel reflec- 
«© tions: his impriſonment had opened 
© his eyes, with to the true cauſe 


of his misfortune ;- he therefore a- 


© bandonted himfelf entirely to his jea- 
t louſy, and renouneing the allegiance 
© he had hitherts fo commendably pre- 
* ſerved, breathed nothing but ven- 
0 ce. As he concluded that the 
© king would not fail of being with 
© Blanche that night, in order to ſur- 
< prize them together, be begged the 


6 * of the eaſtlę of Palermo to 
* 2 im go but; aſfuring him that he 
* would returi to priſon next morning 
„before day. governor, who was 
entirely Ta to him, conſented to 
* this the more eaſily, #s he knew that 
© Siffredi had Already obtained his li- 
* „ and even furniſhed him with a 
E to carfy him to Belmont; where 
* the Conſtable being arrived; he tied 
© his horſe to a tree, entered the park 
© by a little door; of which he had the 
key, and was To lucky as m_ into 
© the caftle unpereeived. e went 
© ftraight to the apartnient of his wife, 
© and concealing ' Himſelf in an anti- 
© chamber, behind a' fereen which te 
* fountfthere;pirpoſed to obſerve from 
© thence allthat{Kould paſs, and to ap- 


«* pear ſuddenly in Blanche's chamber, 


at the leaſt noiſe he ſhonld hear. 
< While he was in this ſituation, he 
* ſaw Niſa come out from her miftreſs, 
© and retire to the cloſet where the 


© lay. 
8 Siffralli's daughter, who had eaſily 
* diſcernedthe motive of her huſband's 
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* impriſonment, concluded, that he 
* would not return that night to Bel 
mont, although her father had told 
© her, the king aſſtred him the Cont 
© ſtable would ſer out bon after hin; 
* She did not doubt that Henriquet 
* would take the advantage of that 
© conjunRoure to viſit and converſe with 
her at liberty; and, in this opinion, 
© ſhe waited for the prince, in order td 
© reproach him with an action which 
might have 3 1 in 
e rd to her. Accordingly, in 4 
6 little time after Niſa had — — 
© the partition opened, and the Kin 
s came and threw himſelf at Blanche” 
« feet, fa ing, Madam, do not con- 
„% demn 
„ hearing: if I have ordered the Cor 
« ſtable to be impriſoned, confiderthat 
*« it was the only means I had let to 
« juſtify myſelf; therefore impute that 
te artifice'to yourſelf alone. Why did 
% you, this morning, refuſe to hear 
„% me? Alas! to-morrow your 'huf- 
<« band will be cnlatged, and I. malt 
„never have an vpportunity of ſpeak - 
** jng to you again. Hear me then, 
« for this laſt timer if the loſs of you 
«© makes me the moſt forlorn of man- 
«« kind, at leaſt grant me the melan- 
„ choly conſolation of convincing you, 
„ that my infidelity is not the cauſe bf 
<5 my misfortune; for though I oon 
«« firmed to Conſtance the offer of my 
4 hand, it was what I could not dif- 
« penſe with doing, in the ſituation tu 
« which your father had tStluced me. 
« There was a neeꝭiſſi — 
„ mg the princeſs, for r inte 
6 en} Fo — oven, diode to ſe 
« cure you the erown as well as the 
« perſon of your lover, This Iflat- 
« tered myſelf with accompliſhing, 

% and had already taken meaſures ty 

break that fatal engagement: but 
cc uy have deſtroyed my plan; and, 
« by givi If away too inton- 

« fiderately, laid up = fund of eternal 

% forrow tor two hearts, which mi 


« have been rendered happy by the 


© moſt inviolable los %õỹ! ee 
© He ended this complaint with ſuck 


© viſible marks of real deſpair; that 


© Blanche was touched with his en- 
dition, and no longer doubted: bis 
© innocence, which at firſt gave ter 


© ſome joy but afterwatds; ſtung with © 
© the conſideration of her -misfor 

% Ah, $f faid ſhe to — 4 

2 L aftet᷑ 


fore you have given me the 


for my deceiy- 


* 


40 
. 


* 


din 
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$6 after the cruel determination of our 
* fate, you increaſe my affliction, by 
letting me know that you were not 
* guilty ! What have I done? Unfor- 
% tunate that I am! my. reſentment 
* has betrayed me! I thought myſelf 
% abandoned; and, in revenge, accept- 
„ ed of the Conftable's hand, which 
«© was preſented by my father! I am 
* guilty-of the crime, and have been 
„ the cauſe of our mutual miſhap ! 
« Alas ! while I accuſed you of hav- 
Ang deceived. me, it was 1, too cre- 
£<-dulous lover! it was I who broke 
«© thoſe bonds which I had ſworn to 
Keep for ever inviolate! Revenge 


, yourſelf, Sir, in your turn. Hate 


the ungrateful Blanche! forget her!“ 
— Ab, Madam * faid — 
+ interrupting her with a melancholy 
* air, ſhall I find means to tear 
«© from my heart a paſſion, which even 
4 your injuſtice cannot extinguiſh! 
— You muſt, however, Sir, make 
<< that effort, replied Siffredi's daugh - 
„ter, ſighing. What! are you ca- 
40 on of that effort yourſelf? ſaid 
'< the king. I cannot promiſe to 
«© ſucceed, anſwered ſhe ; but I will 
„ ſpare no pains in the endeavour,” — 
„% Ah, cruel Blanche ſaid the prince; 
«you will eaſily forget -Henriquez, 
„ ſince you are able to form ſuch a 
«« defign !''—** And what can you ex- 
. * replied ſhe, in à more feſo- 
© Jute tone: do you flatter yourſelf 
4 that I will allow you to continue 
«your addreſſes ? No, Sir; abandon 
e that hope! Though I was not born 
4 to be a queen, Heaven never form- 
ed me to liſten to diſhonourable love. 
e My buſband, as well as you, Sir, 
« is deſcended from the noble houſe 
<< of Anjou; and if my duty did not 
4 raiſe an inſurmountable obſtacle 4 
4% your gallantry, my glory would hi 

der me from enduring it : I conjure 
u, therefore, to retire. We muſt 
one another no more!! —“ Hea- 
<<, vens1! what barbarity 1” replied the 
„king: „Ab, Blanche l is it poſſible 
e that you ſhould treat me with ſuch 
4 rigour ? Von do not think, then, 
ee that yout being in the arms of the 
4 Conſtable, is enough to overwhelm 
<< me you mult alſo forbid me your 
4 ſight, the only conſolation I had 
«cleft — “ Fly me, rather! an- 
& ſwered the daughter of Sitfredi, ſhed- 
c tears; the ſight of what 
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© one tenderly n leaf. 
« ing, when the h 0 eſling it 
9 is foſt. Adieu, Sr F i from or 
% you owe that effort to your own 
« glory, and my reputation! I aſk it 
* alſo for my quiet: for, in ſhort, 
© although my virtue ſhould not be 
« alarmed by the; emotions of my 
«© heart, the remembrance of your ten- 
6 derneſs will entail upon me ſuch 
« cruel conflicts, that 1 ſhall fcaxce 
« have ſtrength enough to maintain 
« them!” a - Wollen 3 
ↄ?he pronounced theſe words ſo paſ- 
* fionately, that ſhe upwittingly over - 
turned a candleſtick which ſtood on 
a table behind her; and the candle 
going out in falling, ſhe took it u 
in order to light it again; far which 
purpoſe, ſhe opened the door of the 
anti-=chamber, and went to the cloſet 
of Niſa, who was not yet gone to bed. 
The king, who waited for, her re- 
turn, no ſooner ſaw her approach 
with the light, than he made preſſin 
inſtances to her, that ſhe would ſuf. 
fer his attachment. The Conſtable 
hearing the pfince's voice, ruſhed into 
the chamber ſword in hand, almoſt 
at the ſame inſtant that his wife en- 
tered, and advancing towards Hen- 
* riquez, with, all the reſentment that 
his rage inſpired, This is too much, 
ee tyrant !“ cried he: 77 that 
% Lam ſo baſe as to endure the af- 
« front thou haſt dong my honour |''— 
«« Traitor l ied the king, putting 
< himſelf in — — of * . do 
not imagise that thou art able 
to execute thy deſigns with impu- 
„ nity.!** With theſe words, they be- 
gan, a t which was too furious 
to laſt long the Conſtable, fearing 
that Siffredi and his ſervants, alarm- 
ed at the cries of N would 
ſoon come and oppoſe his vengeance, 
fought ——— Ha 
veſted him of all judgment; he took 
his meaſures ſo ill, that he run upon 
-* his adverſary's ſword, which entered 
his body to the hilt; and the moment 
he fell, the king checked his indig- 
nation. | , 
Leontio's daughter, touched with 
© the condition in which ſhe ſaw her 
huſband, and ſurmaunting the natu- 
ral teluctance ſhe had for Fim, threw 
© herſelf on the floor, and ſupported 
* hin with the moſt eager concern. 


But that unhappy. ſpouſe v as too 
much 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL! BLAS. 
«© This is what 1 recommend to you 


——— againſt her, to be 
0 witli theſe expreſſions of her 
« grief and compaſſion. | Death, whoſe 
Approaches he felt, could not fup- 


od the tranſports of his jealouſy : 
ehe ſaw nothing in his laſt moments, 
„but the happineſt of his rival; and 
red ſo horrid, that 


© the idea ap 
© collectin 
© lefty he 


he had 
which was 


all the ſtren 
fted the . 


« ſtill in his hand, and plunged- it in 


the breaſt of Blanche. Die! 
ſaid he, while he ſtabbed her; * die, 
« faithleſs/ woman'! ſince the ties of 
«© marriage have been too weak to pre - 
4 ſerve that faith which you ſwore to 
«© me at the altar And thou, Henri-' 
4% quez," added he ; © boaſt not of 
« thy fate,, Thou canſt not enjoy my 
«© mis fortune, and therefore I die ſa- 
40 tisfied. Having ſpoke thus, he 
expired ; and his countenance, co- 
« vered as it was with the ſhades of 
« death, ſtill retained ſomething fierce 
' © and terrible. That of Blanche pre- 
© ſented quite à different ſpectacle. 
© The blow ſhe 1 — 75 3 1 
c- ſhe fell upon t er dying 
© ſpouſe, dhe the blood of this — 
cent victim was mixed with that of 
her murderer, Who had executed his 
«© cruel reſolution ſo ſuddenly, that the 
© king had not time to prevent it's ef- 
c fed” . 40 

+ © The unfortunate prince, ſeeing 
Blanche fall, uttered a loud cry; 
© and, more confounded than ſhe, with 
« the blow that robbed her of life, 
© haſtened to give her the ſame ſuccour 
© that ſhe had offered to the Conſtable. 
© But the ſaid, with a faultering voice, 
« Sir, you may ſpare yourtelf the 
« trouble. I am the victim which 
« unpitying fate demands: may it - of 
„ peaſe the wrath of Heaven, and ſe- 
4 eure the happineſs of your reign!” 
As ſhe pronounced theſe words, Leon- 
* tio, brought thither by her cries, en- 
© tered the chamber; and, ſtruck with 
© the objects that preſented themſelves 
© to his eyes, became motionleſs where 
© be ſtood ; while Blanche, without 
« perceiving him, continuing to ſpeak 
© to the king, ſaid, Adieu, prince 
© cheriſh my memory ! My love a 

„ misfortunes claim that favour. En- 
« tertain no reſentment againſt my fa- 
“ ther, Comfort his age and ſorrow, 


«and do juſtice to his zeal. Above 


* all, make my infocence known. 


< why 


- © thoſe __— no language can 


© be drawn, as a monu 


= 


© more than any thing. Adieu, my 
«« dear-Henriquez ! I die receive my 
. laſt breath f | 7 

© So ſaying, ſhe expired; and the 
© king, having kept a melancholy f- 
© lence for ſome time, ſaid to Siet, 
© who was overwhelmed with woe, 
«« Behold, Leontio ! contemplate your 
«© own. Work; and, in this tragical: 
event, conſider the fruit» of your 
% officious” care and zeal for mel 
© The old man was ſo penetrated with: 
© ſorrow, that he made no reply. But 
ſhould I pretend to geſcribe. 


© expreſs ! it ſuffice to ſay, that 
both uttered the moſt moving com 
© plaints, as ſoon as the greatneſs of. 
their affliction allowed them the uſe 
© of ſpeech, The king all his life pres 


* ſerved the moſt tender remembrance- 


© of his miſtreſs, and could never be 


« prevailed upon to marry Conſtance ;z; | 


© who, being joined by the Infant 
© Don Pedro, they f. 
© avail themſelves of Roger's laſt Will s, 
© but they were at laſt obliged to yield to 
Prince Henriquez, who ſubdued all his 
enemies. As for Siffredi, the grief he 
felt for having been the cauſe of ſo 
many misfortunes, detached him from 
© the world, aud rendered his natise 
country i Mupportable to him: be 
© therefore abandoned Sicily, and croſ- 
* (ing over into Spain, with Portia, 
the only child he had left, purchaſed 
© this caſtle, where he lived near fifteen 
years after Blanche's death, and had 
the comfort, before he died, of ſee- 
ing Portia ſettled : ſhe married Don 
« Jerome de Silva, and I am the only, 
© fruit of that marri This,” add- 
ed the widow of Don Pedro de Pinaresz 
is the hiſtory of my family, and a 
faithful account of the misfortunes 
« repreſented in that N which 
* my grandfather Leontig _ to 
nt 

« fatal adventure to his poſterity. 
* f 3 0-3 ＋ ** 
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nothing to 


| RTIZ, her companions, and 1. 0 
having heard this relation, with- 
drew, and left Aurora and 


* 
3 


4 
the hall, where they ſpent the reſt of 
the day in converfation. Far from be- 
ras tired with one another, next day, 
when we ſet out, they were as much 
pou at parting, as two — who 
ve long lived agreeab] : 
png how arrived — meet - 
ing any bad accident) at Salamanca *; 
where we immediately tabk a houſe 
Teady furniſhed, and Dame Ortiz, as 
we had concerted it, affuined the name 
of Donna Ximeni de Guzman. She 
had been too long a dvenna, not to be 
4 good actreſs ; accordingly, going 


* 


out one morning with Autora, a wait- 


ing - maid, and valet, ſhe repaired to a 
H6uſfe where lodgings were let, and 
where we underſtood Pacheeo uſually 
lived.” Having aſked if they had an 
1 to be let; they an[wered in 

affirmative, and ſhewed her into one 


pretty handfomely furnithed ; Which 


the hired immediately, giving earneſt 
to the landlady, and telliag her that 
N was deſigned for one of her nephews, 
who was coming from Toledo to ſtu- 
dy at Salamanca, and would arrive 
that very day. 
The duenna and my miſtreſs having 
fecured this lodging, went home again; 
and the fair Aurora, without lofing 
time, transformed herſelf into a cava- 
Her, covering her blatk hair with a 
Jight- coloured tour, painting her eye- 
brows of the ſame complexion, and 
adjuſting herſelf in ſuch a manger as 
that ſhe might very wel! paſs for a 
oung nobleman. Her carriage was 
wes and eaſy ; and, excepting her face, 
which was little too handſome for a 
Man, nothing could pollibly betray her 
difguile: her maid, who was to ſerve 
in quality of a page, took the dreſs 
a6; and we were under no apprehen- 
Bon of her ill- acting, for ſhe had a 
06d modett aſſurance in her air, which 
as welt adapted for the part ſhe 
was to £ In che Afternoon, theſe 
tb actteſſes being in a condition to 
. appear on the ſtage, (that is, in the 
lodging which had been taken) I ac- 
panied them thitherin a coach,with 
all the baggage We ſhould have occa- 
Bon for. | 
The landlady, whofe name was Ber. 
mrda Ramgires, received us with gieat 
dvility, Mi conduttcd us to our apart» 


"A. . 
* '* Salimanca, 


* 


8 
2. 
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dies. 


| is one of the largeſt eitics in Spain, ſituated on the banks of the river 
Poms, ingen of Leon, ne, it's uuirerfiay, a | 


ment, where we began te enter 
converſation, and agreed with 2 
our board by the month, Then | 
ing if the had a many 
ſhe replied, * I have none at 
* I might have abundance, if 
* take all forts of peeple : but I re< 
ceive done bt young noblemen; 
and I expect one this evening, who 
© comes from Madrid to Giſh 2 ſtu- 
5 His * is Don 1 
Facheco ; per may have 
© heard of hi ens de.” ſa id —— 
© I know nothing of him; and you 
« will oblige me by letting me know 
© what fort of a man he is, ſince I am 
© to lodge in the ſame houſe with 
© him.'—* Sir,“ anſwered the landla- 
dy, looking at the falſe cavaker, * he 
is quite a fine figure, and pretty much 
© of your own make. Ah ! how hap - 
© py you will be in one another! By 
© St, Jago, I may boalt of having at 
© my bouſe, two of the maſt handſome 
© noblemen in Spain !'—* This Don 
Lewis, replied my miſtreſs, has 
© doubtleſs a thouſapd love · intrigues 
© in Salamanca? — Yes, I'll aſſure 
c 2 ſaid the old woman, * he is a 
© briſk gallant, upon my word. He 
© has no more to do, but to ſhew him-. 
«© ſelf and conquer; and among others 
© he has quite captivated a lady © 
© youth and beauty, whoſe name is 
0 Labels, an old lawyer's daughter 
© who is fond of him to diſtractio . 
— And tell me, good mother, cned 
Aurora, interrupting her with precipi- 
tation; * is he as much in love with 
© her?'— He was, replied Bernarda 
Ramires, © befare his departure from 
Madrid; butT know not it he retajns 
© his-paſion for her Mill: for in theſe 
* points he is not much to be depend - 
ed upon z but ſkips from woman 
to woman, as all young gentlemen 
« uſually do.” | „ 
The good widow had ſcarce done 
ſpeaking, when hearing a noiſe in the 
court-yard, we looked through the 
window, and perceived two men alight- 
ing from their horſes : thefe were no 
other than Don Lewis de Pacheco him- 
felf, juſt arrived from Madrid, with 
his valet de chambre. Upon which, 
the old woman left us, in order to re- 
ceive him; and my miſtreſs prepared 


elenx. 
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herself, 104 without emotion, to play 


pert of Don Felix, Lewis, in 2 


time, entered our apartment in 
his boots, and ſaluted Aurora, ſaying, 
« Underſtanding that a young noble- 
mat of Toledo is a lodger here, I beg 
© Jeaye to expreſs my joy in having 
© him for a companion. ile my 
miſtreſs returned this compliment, Pa- 
checo ſeemed ſurprized to ſee ſuch an 
amiable cayalier; zud could nat help 
telling her, that he had never before 
beheld any man fo handſome and gen- 
reelly A great many civihties 
ed on both ſides, after which Don 
wis retired to the apartment allotted 
for him. 
While he was ſhifting and dreſſing, 
a ſort of page, who wanted to deliver 
a letter to him, meeting Aurora on 
the flair - caſe by accident, miſtook her 
for Don Lewis, and giving her the 
billet, faid, * Signior Cavalier, though 
I have never before ſeen Signior Pa- 
© checo, I believe I need not aſk if 
you are he; bang perſuaded that I 
© am not miſtaken.'—-* No, friend, 
replied my miſtreſs, with admirable 
preſence of mind; * you are aſſuredly 
not miſtaken, and you acquit youT- 
© ſelf of your fares? ſurprizingly 
« well, I am Don Lewis de Packe. 
* coz you may+-returnz and I will 
© take care to ſend an anſwer very 
« ſoon.) The page diſ ing, Au- 
rora ſhut herſelf up with her maid and 
me, and opening the letter, read theſe 


W 

« WII what joy did I receive 
| * the news of your arrival at 
Salamanca ! My tranſport had well 
* nigh. got the better of my reaſon! 
But is Iſabella till dear to you? 
Make haſte, and aſſure her in perſon 
of your conſtancy; though ſhe will 


5 ſcarce be able to ſupport the pleaſure 
$ of finding you unchanged !' 


© This billet, id Aurora, pro- 
claims the violence of the writer's 
6 pallas, and the lady is a rival not 
* to: be contemned. I muſt ſpare no- 
thing todetach Don Lewis from her, 
and even to hinder him from ſeein 
her the undertaking, I own, is we 
* ficult ; but nevertheleſs, I don't de- 
* {pair of ſucreſs.* Accordingly, my 

ls, havin 


muſed a minute 
r gad, 7 Tin engage there al 


* 


©< be a breach between them in leſs 


* than four and twenty hours. Pa- 


checo having taken a little repoſe in his 
qwn apartment, returned to ours, and 
renewed his converſation with Aurora, 
before ſupper. *© Signior Cavalier,“ 


{aid he ta her, with an air of pleaſant- - * 


ry, © I believe the huſbands and lovers 
© will have no cauſe to rejoice at 
arrival in Salamanca, but rather have 
© reaſon to be.unea(y ; as for my-own 
« part, I tremble for my conqueſts." 
—* Hark'e,' anſwered my miſtreſs, in 
the ſame tone, your fear is nat ill - 
c nded. Don Felix de Mendoza 
© ig a formidable man, I aſſure * 
© F have been in this country before, 
© and know that the women here are 
© not inſenſible. About amonth a 
© in my way through this 77. I tops 
« ped eight days; and 1 will tell 
you in confidence, that I in flamed an 
old lawyer's daughter,” , 
I perceived Don Lewis diſordere 
at theſe words. * May one, without 
being thought im t, laid he, 
« aſkthg lady's name? —“ How | with 


© out being thought impertigent!' cried.” 


the pretended Don Felix; © why ſhould 
© I make a myſtery of it to you? Da 
< you think me more reſerved. than 
other noblemen of my age? You 
© muſt not do me ſuch injuſtice. Be- 
© ſides, between you and me, the ob- 
« je& does not deſerve ſuch delicacy. 
She's only a pitiful citizen; and a 
© man of quality, you know, is never 
© ſeriouſly engroſſed by ſuch Abigails, 
s but thinks he doth them an honour 
© in debauching them. I will, there · 
© fore, without ceremony, acquaint 
C with the name of the lawyer's 
© daughter, which is Iſabella.— And 
the lawyer, cried Pacheco, interrupt · 
ing her with impatience; * is not he 
© called Signior Murcia de la Lianna?* 
—* The very ſame,” replied my miſ- 


treſs ; © here is a letter which I re- 


« ceived from her juſt now: you may 
© read it, and ſee whether or not the 


© lady has a kindneſs for me.” Don 


Lewis, caſting his eyes over the bil- 
let, knew the hand, and was ſtruck 
dumb with confuſion. * What is the 
« matter?* added Aurora, with an air 
of aftoniſhment ; you chan 


© I believe, God forgive me 


at you 


© have ſome concern in thus Jady, Abt 


* how vexed am I for having ſpoke of 
© her ſo freely! 


olour h 


. 
* ; 9 


, 


* 


„ 
. 


1 


or 


* 


| 4 


voin as to believe that I love you. 


* 


5 


— 
o 


» * + - 


© your information ; ſaid Don Lewis, 
in a tranſport of anger and diſdain.— 


_ © Perfidious, fickle creature! — Don 
Felix, I am bound to you for ever. 


«© You have extricated me out of an er- 
« ror, in which I might have remained 
© a long time. I thought myſeif be- 
© Joved—beloved, did I ſay ? believed 
« myſelf adored by that Habella! I 
© had, indeed, ſome regard for the 
creature; but now T ſee ſhe is a co- 
« quette, who deſerves nothing but 
5 contempt,'—— I applaud your re- 
ſentment, faid Aurora, -feigning' 
indignation in her turn; * a lawyer's 
daughter ought to think herſelf very 
© happy in having ſuch an accompliſh- 
ed nobleman as you for her lover. 


Her inconftancy is inexcuſable; and, 


«© far from accepting the lacrifice the 
makes of you, I intend to puniſh her 
« by {lighting her favours.'—* For my 
part,” replied Pacheco, the only 
© vengeance that I ſhall take, is never 
© to ſee her again.'—* You are in the 
«© right,” eried the falſe Mendoza; 
® nevertheleſs, that ſhe may know 
how much 'we both deſpiſe her, I 
think each of us ſhould write to her 
an inſulting letter, which I will in- 
cloſe in one paper, and ſend as anſwer 
to this her billet. But before we 
eed to this extremity, conſult 
your heart. Perhaps, you will one 
© day nt of having broke with 
© Tſabella.” — No, no !' faid Don 
Lewis; I ſhall never be fo weak; 
© and, in the mean time, conſent to 
© mortify the ungrateful creature as 
© you have propoſed.” a 
I was accordingly difpatched for pa- 

, pen and ink; and both of them 
about compoſing very obliging let- 
ters for the daughter of Doctor Murcia 
de Lianna. Pacheco, in particular, 
could not find terms ſtrong enough to 
expreſs his ſentiments; and tore*five 
or fix half-finiſhed billets, becauſe he 
thought they were not ſutficiently ſe- 


vere. One, however, he was ſatisfied 


with at laſt; and, no doubt, he had 


reaſon fo to be, 


for it contained theſe 
words: 


RN to know yourſelf, my 
© princeſs, and be no longer ſo 


If I be captivared, it muſt be with 
* other kind of merit than yours; 


E * 
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+ © T think myſelf obliged to you for 


© which is ſcarce ſufficient” to amuſs 
© me for a few moments, and only cal 
© culated' for diverting the meaneſt 
© ſcholars of the univerſity? 
This courteous letter being written, 
and Aurora having finiſhed her's, 
which was not a whit milder, ſhe ſeal. 
ed them both, and inclofing, them to- 
gether, gave me the packet, ſaying, 
© There, Gil Blas; be ſure to deliver 
© this to Tſabella, this evening.—You 
© underſtand me?” added the, tippi 
me the wink, the meaning of which I 
could eaſily comprehend. * Yes, Sir,“ 
anſwered I; © the thing ſhall be done 
© to your wiſh,” . 
At the ſame time, I went out, and 
being in the ſtreet, ſaid to myſelf, 
© Oho, Gil Blas! then it ſeems you 
c play the valet in this farce,* Well, 
© friend, ſhew that you have wit enough 
© to perform fuch a fine part. Signior 
© Don Felix, as you ſee, depends ſo 
much on your underſtanding, that 
© he contents himſelf with giving you 
© afign only. Is he to blame for that? 
No. I conceive his meaning; he 
* defires that I ſhould deliver the billet 
of Don Lewis only. That is the in- 
< terpretation of the ſign, than which 
© nothing could be more intelligible.” 
I did not heſitate to open the packet, 
from which I took Pacheco's letter, and 
carried it to the houſe of Doctor Murcia, 
having ſoon informed myſelf where- 
about he lived. Finding. the little 
page who had been at our lodgings, 
at the door; © Brother," ſaid I, don't 
you ſerve the daughter of Mr. Doctor 
. Nauen ?* When he anſwered in th 
affirmative, © You have ſuch an obligin 
phyſiognomy, I replied, © thatT take 
© the hberty to defire you will deliver 
© a love-letter to your miſtreſs.” - 
The page aſked from whom I brought 
it; and I no ſooner told him that it 
came from Non Lewis de Pacheco, than 
he ſaid, © Since it is ſo, follow me. 
I have orders to bring you in, Ifa- 
„bella wants to talk with you.” I 
allowed myſelf, therefore, to be in- 
troduced into a cloſet, where I did not 
ſtay long before the lady appeared; 
and I was ſtruck with the beauty of her 
face, having never beheld more deli- 
cate features, Her air was affected 
and childiſh ; but for all that, ſhe had 
walked without leading-ftrings for 
my good years at leaſt, «4 Friend/ p 
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bad me to we, with a ſiling air, * do 
« you belong to Don Lewis de Pacheco? 
I anſweredg; that I had been his valet 
de chambre theſe three weeks; and then 
delivered the fatal letter, which: ſhe 
read over twice or thrice, and ſeemed 
to diſtruſt the evidence of her own 
ſenſes. It is very certain, ſhe expected 


nothing leſs. than ſuch an anſwer. . She 


1 


lifted up her eyes towards heaven, bit 


her lips, and for ſome time diſco- 
yered by her countenance, the pan 
which her heart endured. Then, all 


of a ſudden, addreſſing herſelf to me, 
Friend, faid he, is Don Lewis 
© run mad? Tell me, if you know, 
s why he writes to me in this gallant 
0 bo, e. What demon poſſeſſes him? 
c 


he had a mind to break with me, 


© could be not have done it without 
© afffonting. me with ſuch abuſive let- 
e n elne 

Mad * ſaid I; m maſter is cer- 
© tainl blame; bat he was in ſome 
meaſure forced to ĩt. yon will pro- 
miſe to keep tb ſecret, Iwill diſcover 
© the whole my ſtery, . Ido promiſe,” 
ſaid ſhe, interrupting me with precipi- 
tation; don't de raid of my ex- 


= 


c ou, but freely explain. your- 
N 


Well, then, 


reſumed, 
© this is byefly f 


che affair. Immedi- 


ately after he had received your let - 
« —— lady, 3 3 thick 
veil, came to our lodging, and aſk- 


him private, a 


£ * . 
© towards the Ak of the converiation, 


* ing for Signior de Pacheco, ſpoke with 


le; and 


I overbeapd; her fay to him, Yau 


% ſwear to me, that you will ne\ 
© her at k 1. * 
*« muſt alſo, for my ſatistaction, this 


* 


* 
z 


=_ 
- 
- 


on 


OY 


1 


5 


K-; 


ſee 
again; but that is not all. You 


« inſtant, write to her a billet which. I 
t will dictate, and this I exact of yu. 
Don Lewis did as ſhe defred ; then 
« putting the letter into my hand, 
© Enquire,” ſaid he, ** where Doctor 
% Murcia de Lianna lives, and con- 
et vey, with addreſs, this paper to his 


% daughter Iſabella.” 


© So that you ſee, Madam, added I, 
© this diſobliging letter is the work of 


_* a rival, an pay rear! my maſter 
b 


© is not ſo much to e. O Hea- 
© yen!” cried the, he is more fo than 
I imagined! His infidelity injures 
© me more than the ſpiteful words 
«* which his hand wrote. Ah! the 
© perfidious wretch ! he has entered in- 
* to other 


? 


made me her dupe a Jong time. 


gag ed A. 
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ſhe, aſſuming lofty air, * let him 
© abandon thafcif "ty his new flame 
© without conſtraint: I don't intend 


© to thwart him. Tell him, that he 
© had no occahon to inſult me, in 
order to make me leave the field free 
© to my rival; and that I deſpiſe ſuch 
© a fickle lover too much to have the 
© leaſt defire of recalling him.” 80 
ſaying, ſhe diſmiſſed me, and retired 


very much irritated againſt Don Lewis 
gs while I went away very well fatis 


with myſelf, and perſuaded that if I 
ſzould, ſet-up for 2 genius, I ſhould 
ſoon become a moſt dexterous cheat, 
J returned to our lodgings, where. I 
found. Mendoza and Pacheco at fn 

, converfing together as if they 

n old acquaintance, Ayrora, per- 
ceiving by. my chearful countenance, 
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that I had not acquitted myſelf ill of © 


my commilhon ;z So, thou art re- 
© turned, Gil Blas!" faid ſhe, © give 


us an account of thy meſſage: Be-. 
ing obliged to truſt ro my own, fi 
again, I told them that I had delivered 


the packet with my on hand; and 


that Iſabella, after having read 
two billet-doux which it contai 
inſtead of ſeeming diſconcerted, fell a 


laughing, like one who bad laſt her 4 


ſenſes; ſaying, ,* Upon my conſei 


young noblemen have an admirable 


£4 ſtyle | It muſt be owned, that other 
people don't write half ſo a bly i” 
— A fine way of 2 
£4 harfelf cried my miſtreſs; * the 
© mu. certainly be a. finiſhed c- 
* -quette.'—* As for me, ſaid Don 


' Lewis} I hould. never know Iabek- 


la by ſuch behaviour: ſhe muſt have 
entirely changed her character during 
* my abſence.'—-* I could not have 


thought her ſuch a perſon, indeed 


replied Aurora, but we mutt allow 
that there are women who can aſſume 
à great many different ſhepes : 1 was 
* once in love with one of theſe, who 


© Blas, you can tell that ſhe had an air 


of virtue; which might have deceived 


© the whole world. —“ Ves, truly, 


ſaid I, mingling in the conPerſation, - 


© ſhe had a look, that would have de- 
* coyed the moſt wary. I myteif 


might have been trepan Vit.“ 
The pretended Aw P 


4 
a 
checo burſt into a loud laugh, on hear - 
ing me talk thus: one, becauſe þ 7 


witneſs againſt an imaginary * 
* an 


4 


- 


* 


* 


7 


- . 
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aud the other, on acehunt of the er- 
Home I had uſed. We continued 
iſcourſing of women who have the art 
of diſſembling z and the reſult of our 
eonverfation was, that Iſabella was 
secuſed in due form, and convicted of 


85 an arrant jilt. 
Don Lewis proteſted anew, that he 
would never her; and Don Felix, 


by his example, ſwore he would always 


5 moſt perfect contempt for her. 


fter thoſe proteſtations, they profeſſed 

2 mutual friendſhip, and promiſed to 
conceal nothing Nos, one another. 
Supper being over, they ed to 
compliments; and at laſt, parted to 
7 to bed, each in his own apartment. 
followed Aurora to her's, where I 
an exact account of the conver- 
tation Thad with the doRor's daughter, 
not forgetting the leaft circumſtance. 


I thought ſhe would have embraced 


we in tranſport of her joy. Dear 
Sil Blas,” ſaid the, © I am charmed 
* with ar” underſtanding ! when one 
© js ſo unfortunate as to in 
* a paſhon Whieh eompels vs to have 


5 
* advantage to have in our intereſts 
fſuch a ſenſible young fellow as thee. 


moved a rival who might have given 
< us a world of trouble. This js no 
'© bad prognoftick ; but as lovers are 
«© ſubjeR to ſtrange relapſes, I think 


e muſt make a ftrong puſh, and 


* bring Avrora de Guzman on the 
4 ſtage to-morrow.” I approved of the 
Keheme, and leaving Signior Don Fe- 
Jix with his page, retired to bed. 
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CHAP: VL. 


"THE STRATAGEMS PRACTISED BY 
AURORA TO CAPTIYATE DON 


«2 " LEWLS"'DE FACHECO. 
1 : 4 


| HE two new friends meeting the 
f next morning, began the day 
with embraces, which Aurora was 
obliged to give and receive, in order 
' the part of Don Felix. They 
went out to walk, and I accompanied 
them with Chilindron, the valet of 


Don is; when, ſtopping at the 
uni o look at the titles of books 
that were paſted on the gate, which a 


good many people amuled themſelves 
an rqading, I perceived a little man 
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recourſe to ſtratagemo, if is a great 


Courage, my friend! we have re- 


er 

among them, who his opinion of 
all * different — ——— ſo 

blimed. I obſerved, that he was 

rd with great attention, which I 
fancied, it the fume time, he believed 
was no more than his due; for he 
ſeemed vaĩ and poſitive, as little mei 
commonly are. That new tranfla- 
tion of Horace,“ ſaid he, © which 
© you ſee advertized in ſuch large cha: 
© rafters, is # work in ſe, com 
© poſed by an old college: author; - 
© book in great efteem amvng the ty 
« dents,” have grad confumed 
© fonr editions of it: and yet there is 
not one man of taſte who has pur- 
* chaſed fo much 'as a fingle copy.” 
His judgment was not a whit more | 
vourable for the other books, whi 
he ridiculed” without exception; 
that, in all fikelibood, he-way an gu- 
thor himſelf. I ſhould not bare been 
tired of hearmmg him to zn end; but 
was obliged to Tolle Doh Lewis a 
Doh Felix, 'who' being as little pleaſ, 
with his diſcourfe, as intereſted in the 
books which he cenfured, left him to 
the enj nc of his'own criticifm. 

We came home at dinner - time; * 
— miftreſs fitting down at table wit 

artfully turned the converſa- 

tiom on her own family. Tx 
Medes, ede Toledp; my 
© Mendoza, znd fc at 'Toledp; 
© mother is 2 to Donna Aae. 
Guan, who came to Salamanca 
© fome diys 280 on an affair of im- 
x porrance, with her niece” Aurpra, 


< the only daugtiter of Don Vincent 
de Guzman, whom, aps, you 
'© know.”—* No, replied Don Lewis; 


© but T have often of him, as 
< well as of yonr couſin Aurora. 
I to believe hat is re of her? I 
© have been affured that nothing equa]s 
© ber utderfianding' but ber Bes hy. 
As fot underſtanding, re{vmed 
Don Felix, * ſhe has à pr 
© ſhare, and that well cultivated; but 
*I no; Ay vey handſo d 
People ſay, that ſhe and I very mu 
n 2 another. fr Fog 
© the caſe, cried Pacheco, * ſhedeſerves 
© the 1 mg has got: y * 
* tures are ar; your coutin mu 
„de quite . I with 1 had 
an opportunity of ſeeing and con- 
© verſing with * 1 n he 
* ſatisfy your curioſity,” replied © 
Mendota z and will carry 
"4 youll 
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t you tom aunt's houſe this very after- 
c 1 My miſtreſs, all of a ſudden, 


_— the diſcourſe, and. talked. on 
indifferent ſubjects. After — 
while they were aring to go an 
viſit =o — — before - 
hand with them, and ran to advertiſe 
the duenna, that ſhe might be ready to 
receive chem; then returning inſtantly, 
ac ied Don Felix, who con- 
ducted Don Lewis to the houſe of his 
aunt. But they had ſcarce entered the 
houſe, when they met Dame Ximena, 
who deſired them, by a ſign, to make 
no noiſe. Huſh, huſh ſaid ſhe, 
with a lo voice, vou will awake my 
© niece, , who, has been tormentzd fince 
« yeſterday with a terrible head-ache, 
© which has juſt left her, and the poor 
child has been aſleep about a quarter 
© of an hour. —“ I am. ſorry for this 
« diſappointment,” ſaid Mendoza; I 
« was in good hopes of ſeeing my,cou- 
« fin, and had promiſed that pleaſure 
© to my friend Pacheco.'—* The 
* affair is not very urgent, replied 
Ortiz, ſmiling ; you way defer it till 
© to-morrow." he cavaliers con- 
verſed a little while with the old gentle- 
woman, and then, retired. . ot 
Don Lewis catried us to the houſe 
of one of his friends, a gentleman; 
whoſe name was Don Gabriel de Pe- 
dros, with whom we 21 the reſt of 
the day, ſupped,. and did not think of 
coming home till, two o'clock in che 
morning. We had got about half 
way, when we ſtumbled over two 
men lying ſtretched upon the ground, 
Thinking they were unfortunate people 
who had been aſſaſſinated, we ſtopped 
to give them aſſiſtance, provided it way 
not tod late; and as we endeayoured 
to inform ourſelves of their condition, 
as well as the darkneſs of the night 
would allow, the patrole came up, and 
the commander taking us at firſt 2 the 
murderers, ordered his men to ſur- 
round us; but he canceived a more fa · 
urable opinion of our morals, when 
heard 


us ſpeak, and, by the belp of 
Men- 


a dark lanthorn, ſaw the faces of 

a and Pacheco, His ſoldiers bein 
ordered to examine the condition © 
the two men, who we fancied had been 
lain, found that it was. a fat licentiate, 
with his man, both in liquor, or ra- 
ther dead drunk. Gentlemen, cried 
one of the guard, © I know this Epi- 
Lege; it 28, Signior the Licentiate 
7. « Ly 
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© Guyomar, rector of our univerſity z 
< natwithftanding the pickle pg £4 
him in now, he is a, great many J 
wonderful genius! 1 here is nat's 
philoſopher in Salamanta whom: he 
© cannot confute in an argument} He 
© has an unparalleled flow of ,wotds : 
tis pity that he is a little addicted to 
© law-ſuits, the bottle, and a wench. 
© He was, no doubt, on his return 
© from ſupping with his Iſabella; 
© where unluckily his man getting a 
© drunk as himſelf, they boch tu led 
„into the kennel. Before the good 
© licentiate was rector, this misfortune 
frequently happened to him; and you 
* ſee honours don't always change the 
man.“ We left thoſe drunkards in 
the hands of the patrole; who under- 
took to carry them home, and return» 
ing. to our lodgings, every one went 
to reſt. > 1 N 1 
Don Felix and Don Lewis gettin 
up about noon, Aurora was the fi 
ſubject of their diſcourſe ; . Gil Blas, 
ſaid my miſtreſs to me, go to my 
« aunt Donna Ximena, and aſk. if 
* Signior. Pacheco and I can have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing my couſin to- dax. 
I went out to acquit myſelf of this 
commiſſion, or rather to concert with 
the duenna what was to be done; and 
when we had taken our meaſures; I 
returned to the falſe Mendoza, ſayings 
* Signior, your couſin Aurora is fur | 
« prifingly well, and charged me to 
« affure you from ber, that your viſit 
© will be very agreeable; and Donna 
« Ximena bid me aſſure Signior Pa- 
© checo that he ſhall always be wel. 
© come at her houſe, on your account. 
I perceived that Don Lewis was 
mightily pleaſed with theſe laſt words; 
my miſtreſe 3 55 _ an 
drew a re rom her re» 
ark, — pretes® before, dinner 
ignora Ximena's valet appeared, an 
ſaid to Don Felix,..* Signior, a man 
© from Toledo has been inquiring for 
© you at your aunt's houſe, left 
« this note.” The pretended Men- 
doza opened it, and read aloud theſe 
words : * If you are defirous of hear · 
© ing news of your father, and of being 
made acquainted with other things 
of conſequence to you, fail not, on 
© receipt of this, to rep io the 
© Black Horſe near the unigerfity.'—- 
am,“ aid he, too curious to hear 
theſe things of conſequence, mot to 
a N TT * ac ally 


s 


* 


e 
* begs you will excuſt him, becauſe he 
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4 ſatisfy my deſire infltantly, without 
0 —— Pacheco, add - 
2 he, if I dot wre in two hours, 
m urſelf to my avunt's, 
0 — 12 — # cya you e. after 
* dinner. You know what Gil Blas 
© has told you from Donna Ximena, 
and you have a right to make the vi- 
7 fit." 80 ſaying, he went out, and 
brdered me to follow him. 
You may eafily gueſs, that inſtead 
of going to the Black Horſe, we took 
the road to the houſe where Ortiz lived, 
where, as ſoon as we zrrived, Aurora 
took off her fair - coloured tour, waſhed 
and robbed her eye-brows, dreſſed her- 
felf like a woman, and became a very 
handſome black-eyed lady, as the na- 
turally was ; for her diſguiſe had chan- 
"1 her ſo much, that Aurora and Don 
elix appeared to be two different peo- 
le. She even ſeemed a great deal tal- 
as a woman, than as a man; to 
which, indeed, her ſhoe-heels, that were 
exceſhvely high, contributed not a 
little. hen ſhe bad improved her 
charms with all the aſſiſtante that art 
could beſtow, ſhe expected Don Lewis 
with an agitation com of hope 
and fear, etimes ſhe confided in 
her beauty and wit, and ſometimes was 
afraid that her attempt would be unſuc- 
ceſsful. Ortiz, on the other ſide, fom- 
moned all her fineſfe to ſecond my miſ- 
weſs; and I, that Pacheco might not 


| fee me in the houſe, like thoſe players 


who a only in the laſt a » Con- 
cealed myſelf til} toward the end o 
_—_— y going out as ſoon as I 


In ſhort, thing was in order 
when Don Lews arrived. He was 
received in a agreeable manner 


by Lady Ximena, and enjoyed à con- 
verſation with Aurora two or three 
hours long; at the end of which, I 
came into the room where they were, 
and addreſſing - v7 to the cavalier, 
Y — * ſaid I, my maſter, Don 

ix, cannot be here to-day : but 


© 3s in y with three men from 
© Toledo, of whom he cannot diſen- 
© gage himſelf. Ahl the little rake!” 

Donna Ximena, © he is certainly 
©"'fet in to hard drinking. No, Ma- 
dam, T replied ; they are difcour- 
* img ter of very ſerious affairs. 
He is heartily ſorry that he cannot 
* Wait upon vou, and ordered me to 
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© make his apology to you and 

6 1 I a- of his 
© apologies," ſaid my miſtreſs * he 
a kw: I ave been indiſpoſed, and 
7 ht to ſhew a little more concern 
© for his relation. In order to punif 
him for his indifference, he ſhan't 
+ ſee me theſe fifteen days. Ah, 
Madam faid Don Lewis, do not 
© form ſuch a cruet reſolution z Don 
© Felix is rather to be pitied for not 
being able to viſt you. 


They diverted themſelves ſor ſome 
time with this fubj and then Pa- 
checo withdrew. de fair Aurora im- 


mediately transformed herſelf, and re- 
fuming the 3 — of a cavalier, 
returned to the lodgings 28 foon as ſhe 
could. *I ak pardon, my dear friend, 
faid me to Don Lewis, for failing 
© meet you at my aunt's, but I coul 
* not get rid of the people in whoſe 
i —_— 4 was: what 9 me 
for the pointment is, that you 
© have at leaft had leifure to fartsfy 
« your curioſity. Well, what do you 
C think of my couſin ? “ F am en- 
© chanted by her anſwered Pacheco 
you had reaſon to fay ſhe refembl 
© you, I never ſaw features more a- 
© like : the ſame torn of face, the ſame 
« eyes, the fame mouth, and tone of 
© voice? There ts, however, fome dif- 
© ference between you, Aurora & 4 
6 _ taller _ you Ar is ts 
e are fait; , an 
« muy? yon ye, Theſe ure — Clin 
* guiſh you the one from the other. 
© As for underſtanding,” added he, 1 
do not believe a celeſtial being can. 
© have more than couſin. Ina 
* word, the is a lady of accompliſhed 
© merit," 

Signior Pacheco pronounced theſe 
laſt words with fo much vivacity, that 
Don Felix faid, ils, Friend, 1 
© adviſe you for the of your re- 
© poſt, to go no more to Donna Xi- 
© mena's. 


nrora de Guzman ma 


make your heart ache, and inſpi 


© you with a n-— * There is no 
© occaſion for another fight of her to 
© make me in love, ſaid he, interrupt- 
ing him; *that is done already.*— 1 
© am ſorry for it," replied the pretend- 
ed Mendoza; for you are not one of 
© thoſe who can attach themſelves to 
© one; and my couſin is no Ifabella. 
I can aſſure you, before-hand, that 
© ſhe will never liſten to a lover, X- 

c 
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C.cept on. honourable terms.'—* Ho- 
s nourable terms !* replied Don Lewis; 
* ſure nobody would offer any other to 
* a young lady of her birth! Alas, 1 
« ap, * the happieſt 4 
© men, would approve of my ad- 
* dreſles, and conſent to join her de- 
* tiny to mine : 
« Since you talk in that ſtyle," (aid 
Don Felix, I am intereſted in your 
« behalf. Ves, I IR myſelf in your 
« ſervice offer you all my influence 
« with Aurora ; and will, to-morrow, 
< bring over my aunt, who has a greet 
« ſway over her. Pacheco returned a 
thouſand thanks te the cavalier who 
made him ſugh fair promiſes ; and we 
perceived, with joy, that our itratagem 
could not ſucceed better, Next day, 
we increaſed the loye af Don Lewis, 
by a new invention. My miſtreſs, 
having been with Donna Ximena, on 
ce to render her favourable to 
that-cavalier, came back, and ſaid to 
him, Thave ſpoke to my aunt ; whom, 
« with much difficulty, I have made 
« your friend. She was furioully pre- 
« zudiced againſt you; for ſomebody 


4 or other had made her believe that 


« you was a downright libertine ; but 
- : undertook your defence with ea- 
+ gerneſs, and at laſt deſtroyed the bad 
« 1mpreſfon ſhe had received of your 
« morals. | 
«© This is not all," purſued Aurora; 
you muſt talk with my aunt, in wy 
« 8 and then we ſhall make 
© ſure of her aſſiſtance. Pacheco ex- 
preſſed extreme impatience to diſcourſe 
with Donna Kimena, and that ſatiſ- 
faion was granted to him next morn- 
ing, when the falſe Mendoza conduQ- 
ed him to Madam Ortiz, and they three 


had a long converſation z ip which Pon 


Lewis ſhewed, that he had allowed him- 
{lf to be very much captivated, in a 
very little time. The artful Ximepa 
feigned to be moved with all the ten- 
derneſs he expreſſed, and promiſed her 
utmoſt endeavour to engage her nioce 
to marry him. Pacheco 1 

threw himſelf at che feet of this ſo bind 
anaunt, and thanked her for ber friend- 
ſhip; whereupon Don Felix aſked if 
us couſin was up. No,“ anſwered 
the duenna; * the is ſtill a- bed, and you 
* cannot ſee her at preſent ; but re- 
* turn this afternoon, and you may 
* converſe with her at leiſure. This 
anſwer of Madam Ximena redoubled, 


4 


believe myſelf the happy _— 
fo much 


as you may well believe, the joy 
Don Lewis, who thought the 10 4 
forenoon extremely tedious, and 
went back to his lodgings with Men- 
doza, who way not a little pleaſed with 
obſerving in him all the marks of ge- 
"They take of nating but Ager 
nething but Aurora; 
vnd 4 5 they had dined, Don Felix 
ſaid to Pacheco, There is a thought 
come into my head: I am of opi-. 
nion that T Id go to my aunt's 


< ſome minutes before you, and have 


< a title 1 ”—_ couſin, this I 
© may, 1 ible, diſcover the diſpo- 
© (tion of her heart towards you,” 
Don Lewis, approving this ſcheme, Jet 
his friend go before, and did not ſet 
out till an 5 after, So my miſtreſs 
made ſuch good uſe of her time, that 
ſhe was dreſſed like a my when her 
lover arrived. I thought,” ſaid the 
cavalier, after haying fluted Aurora 
and the duenna, * to have found Don 
© Felix here. You will fee him im- 
« mediately,” anſwered Dan Ximena ; 
© he ig xiting in cloſet.” Upon 
which Pacheco to ſwallow the 
trick, and into converſation 
with the Jadies); but, notwithſtanding 
the greſence of the beloved object, he 
perceived that the hours ſtole a 
without Mendoza's appearing ; 2 
as he could not help teſtffying ſome 
ſurprizg at it, Aurora changing coun- 
tenakce all of a ſudden, began to 
laugh, and ſaid to Don Lewis, * Is it 
« poſſible that you have no ſuſpicion 
« of the trick which has been played 


upon you? Po an artificial light- co- 


« loured tour, and painted eye-brows, 
make me ſo unlike myſelf, that you 
have been miſtaken by them hither- 
to] Undeceiye yourlelf, then, Pa- 
* checo," continued the, reſuming an 
air of gravity ; and know that 

* Felix de Mendoza, and Aurora de 
; 1 are but one and the ſame 


he was not contented with extri- 


— him out of his error, but alſo 


r paſſion for him, and in- 
formed him of all the ſteps ſhe had 
taken towards it's ſucceſs. Don Lewis, 
no leſs charmed than ſurprized with 
what he heard, threw himſelf at her 


feet, exclaiming in a tranſport of joy, 


« Ah, beautiful Aurora! may It 
vhem you have favoured 
Ta 
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How ſhall I recompence your good- 
F-neſs, which the moſt perfect love 
© can never enough repay!* Theſe 
words were accompanied with a thou- 
land more paſſionate and tender ex- 
preſſions ; after which, the two lovers 
conferred upon the meaſures that were 
$0 be taken towards the accampliſh- 
ment of their mutual deſires ; and it 
was reſolved that we ſhould ſet out im- 
mediately for Madrid, and bring our 
comedy to a concluſion by marriage. 
This deſign was no ſooner formed than 

t. in execution: in fifteen days Don 
17 eſpouſed my miſtreſs; and their 
nuptials gave riſe to entertainments 
and infinite rejoicings. 


CHAP, vn. 


eit BLAS QUITS HIS PLACE, AND 
GOES INTO THE, SERVICE OF 
DON GONZALES DE PACHECO. 


| HREE weeks after this mar- 
riage, my miltreſs being defirous 

of recompenſing me for the fervice I 
bad done her, made me a preſent of a 
"hundred piſtoles, ſaying, * Gil Blas, 
* my friend, far from turning you 
c away, I leave it to your choice to ſtay 
with me as long as you pleaſe; but 
my huſband's uncle, Don Gonzales 


valet de chambre. I ſpoke to him 
fo advantageouſly of you, that he 
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that they looked like ſpind 


ings. 


in their old age. He receivefl me. 
great civility, and told me, that if 
would ſerve him with as much zeal as 
: had manifeſted for his niece, I might 
epend upon living happily. T pro. 
m:ſed to ave the dae e © 
him which I had for her; and that 
moment he engaged me in his ſervice, 
Behold me, then, with a new maſter; 
and Heaven knows what ſort of à man 
he was! When he got up, I' fancied I 
ſaw the reſurrection of Lazarus. Paint 
to your own imagination a tall body, 
ſo lean and withered, that when it was 
naked, an anatomiſt might have taught 
oſteology upon it; with legs ſo ſmall, 
hk 1e, after he 
bad put on three or four pair of ſtock. 
This living mummy was be- 
fides troubled with an atthma, and 
coughed at every word he ſpoke. Hav- 
ing drank chocolate, he called for pa- 
oy and ink, and wrote a letter, which 
e ſealed and ſent away, according to 
the direction, by the page who had 
brought the broth: then turning to 
me, Friend, faid he, thou art the 
« perſon whom I intend hencefarth to 
* truſt with my commiſſions, eſpecial - 


ly thoſe which regard Donna Eu- 
_* phraſfia, a young lady whom I love, 


© and who is paſſionately fond of me.” 


Good God!” faid F to myſelf, 


© how can young people help believing 
© themſelves beloved, when this old 
* dotard thinks himſelf adored T=—— 
© Gil Blas, added he, thou ſhalt go 

© 


C + 
E 
de Pacheco, wants to have you for a 
* 
4 
4 


© with me this very day to her hou 

© where I ſup almoſt every night, and 
thou wilt be charmed with her pru- 

+ dence and reſerve : far from reſem- 
_© bling thoſe filly coquettes, who can 
F 6 reli nothing but youth, and are 

and as ſhe had no longer any occaſon * won by appearances only, ſhe has an 
for me, accepted tlie poſt to which 1 une already mature and 
. was recommended ;, the more willing- * l that requires ſentiment 
_ Iy, as I ſhould fill be in the famiſy. in a man, and prefers a lover of de- 
One morning, therefore, I went with © Heacy and taſte, to one of the rypþit 
_ a meſſage from my new-married miſ- * thining exteriors.” Signior Don G- 
 trels, to Signior Don Gonzales, who zales did not here finiſh the elogium 
_ was ſtill a- bed, although it was of his miltreſs, whom he repreſented 
near twelve o'clock. lr I entered ection. But 


as the epitome of all perfi 
his chamber, I found him taking ſome be had a hearer not eahly perſuaded. 
* broth, which a page had brought in. 


After the conduct of the Actreſſes, 
The old an whiſkers were which I had ſeen, I did not look upon 
in papers, his eyes almoſt quite extin- 


old noblemen as people very happy in 
guiſhed, and his face pale and mea- " pare PY 


a- their amours. I pretended, however, 
X gre. He was one of thoſe old boys, out of complaiſance, to believe all that 
„Who have been great rakes in their my maſter ſaid.” I did more; I extolled 

2 youth, and are not 2 whit more ſedate 


aſſured me, IT would do him a favour 
in parting with you to him. He is 
© an old nobieman, added ſhe, of an 
A. excellent character, and you will be 

| 4 * happy in bis ſervice”, 
1 thanked Aurora for her generoſity, 


the diſcernment and taſte of Euphrain . 
al 
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-#nd was even impudent enough to af- 
firm, that ſhe could not have a more 
amiable gallant. f ö 
- The good old gentleman did not 
percei ve that I had made game of him; 
t, on the cont „applauded my 
ſenſe. So true it is, that a ſyco- 
phant may run any riſque with the 
great, who ſwallow all kinds of flat- 
tery, let it be ever ſo abſurd. The old 
man having written his letter, pulled 
ſome hairs out of his beard with a pair 
of pincers, eleaned his eyes of a thick 
gum that filled them, ' waſhed his cars 
and hands, and after having perform- 
ed his ablutions, painted his whiſkers, 
eye-brows, and hair, of a black co- 
lour; continuing longer at his toilet 
than an old widow who ſtudies to hide 
the outrages of time upon her. Juſt 
as he had done dreſſing, another gen- 
tleman in years, one of his friends, 
entered, whoſe name was the Count 
d' Aſumar. But he, far from con- 
cealing his grey hairs, ſuppotted him- 
ſelf on a cane, and ſeemed to glory in 
his old age, rather than in appearing 
young. Signior Pacheco, ſaid he, 
as he came in, I am come to dine 
with you. You are very welcome, 
count, anſwered my maſter. Mean - 
while, having embraced one another, 
they ſat down, and entered into con- 
verſation, till fuch time as dinner was 
ready. | f 
The diſcourſe turned, at firſt, upon 
a bull-feaft, which had been celebrat- 
ed a few days before; and as they men- 
tioned the cavaliers who had ſhewn 
the greateſt vigour and addreſs, the 
old count, like another Neſtor, who, 
from talking of the preſent, always 
took occaſion to 
with a ſigh, © Alas! I fee no men now- 
* a-days comparable to thoſe I have 
* known heretofore ; and the tourna- 


ments are not performed with half 


- * the magnificence that they were when 
I was a young man!” I laughed with- 
in myſelf” at the prejudice of honeſt 
Signior d'Aſumar, who did not con- 


' fine it to tournaments only; but I re-" 


member, when the deſert was ſet up- 
on the table, ſeeing ſome fine peaches 
ſerved up, he obſerved, * In my time, 
the peaches were much larger than 
they are at preſent; nature degene- 
rates every day. —“ At that rate,” 
faid Don Gonzales, ſmiling, the 


they approach. 
praiſe the paſt, ſaid, Bon 


% 


« peaches of Adam's time muſt have 
been wonderfully large k 


Count d'Aſumar Raid almoſt the 


whole day with my maſter; who no 
ſooner found himſelf diſen ged, 
he went out, bidding me 2 ow him. 
He went to Luphrata's, who lodged 
at the diſtance of an hundred paces 


from our houſe ; and found her in a 

She was 

7 dreſſed, and had ſuch a youth 
1] air, 


very handſome apartment. 
that I concluded ſhe was un- 
der age,. although ſhe was good thi 
years old at leaſt. She was really hand- 
ſome, and her underſtand! 
raiſed my admiration ; for ſhe wa 
not one of thoſe coquettes WhO have 
nothing ta recommend them but idle ri- 
baldry and looſe behaviour; ſhe was 


modeſt in her manners, as well as in 


her converſation, and talked with a 

at deal of wit, without the leaſt af- 
ation, O Heaven! ſaid I ro my- 
ſelf, © is it poſſible that a perſon of 
* ſuch delicacy can be a lady of plea- 
« ſure 1 — — that impladence 
was inſeparable from all women of her 
profeſſion, and was aſtoniſhed to ſee 
one with the appearance of modeſty; 
not reflecting, that theſe princeſſes 


know how to aſſume any ſhape, and 


accommodate themſelves to the charac- 
ters of the people of fortune and no- 
bility that fall into their hands. When 
their gallants are pleaſed with fire and 
tranfport, they are briſk and petulant; 
and with thoſe who love reſerve, prac- 


tiſe a prudent and virtuous behaviour. 


They are the true cameleons, who 
change colour according to the hu- 
mour and diſpoſition of the menwhom 


Gonzales was none of thoſe 
noblemen who are taken with your 


bold beauties; he could not bear la- 
dies of that claſs : on the contrary, 


could reliſh no 2 wo ” _ 
the appearance of a veſtal. Euphraſia, 
— modelled herſelf according - 
ly, and ſhewed that all the good ac- 
treſſes are not employed in the theatre. 
Leaving my maſter with his nymph, I 
went down ſtairs into a hall, where I 


found an old chamber-maid, whom -L 


had known a waiting-waman to an 
actreſs. Recollecting me immediate- 
ly, the ſaid, « What! is it you, Gal 
Blas? Vou have quitted Arſenia, 
it ſeems, as I did Conttantia,'—* Yes, 
| " « truly,” 


than 


ſoon 
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truly, anfwered I; it is a time 
* fince I Jeft her, and ES *. 
* young lady of faſhion, A player's 
* life is not to my taſte, and therefore 
diſmiſſed myſelf, without deignin 
© to come to the jeaft explanotion with 
* Arſenia.'—-" You was in the right, I 
replied the chamber-maid, whoſe name 
was Beatrice; I ſerved Conſtantia 
pretty much in the ſame manner: one 
"of — .* ag I 3 in my accounts 
very coldly, which ſhe receiyed with · 
* out — one ſyllable, 
4 cavalierly enough. 
I am extremely glad, ſaid I, © that 
© we now meet in a more honourable 
© houſe: Donna Euphraſia ſeems to be 
4 2 fort of woman of faſhion, and I 
© believe her character is very good.” 
— © You are not at all miſtaken,” ſaid 
the old waiting-woman ; © ſhe is of a ve- 
ry good family; and as for her temper, 
© I can aſſure you, there never was one 
© more equal and ſweet. She is none of 
« thaſe paſſionate and difficult miſ- 
* treſſhs who find fault with every 
thing; ſcold inceſſantly ; torment 
© their domeſticks; and, in one word, 
© make a hell of their ſervice, I never 


ſo we 


* onee heard her grumble; but when. 


© I happen to do any thing con to 
0 1 "tha : oy me 
« without rage, and never one of 
© thoſe epithets eſeape her, of which 
4 * violent dames are ſo liberal. 
My maſter,” I reſumed, is alfo 
© very ſweet-tem : he is the beſt- 
© natured m alive; and therefore 
you and I are much more happy than 
«© when we were in the ſervice of ac- 
treſſes.— A thouſand times more 
s happy !” replied Beatrice; * inſtead 
ol leading a life of noiſe and tumult, 
I no hve, as it were, in a retreat. 
No man enters theſe doors but Sig- 
.* nior Don Gonzales. I ſhall ſee no- 
* body but you in ſolitude, for 
* which I am not at all ſorry; for I 
* bave had an affeftion for you 2 long 
« time, and more than once envied the 
4h 


„turtle.“ 
As honeſt Beatrice was one of thoſe 
rſons who are obliged to make a ten- 
of their favours, becauſe nobody 


R »s 
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will afk them, I was not at all tempt . 
ed to profit by heradvances : I did not 
deſire, however, that ſhe per · 
ceive my contempt, and was even 
lite enough to expreſa myſelf in ſuch « 
10 199 Pao» ont ache og 
en ima 
gined then chat * made a conqueſt 
of an old chamber-maid, but ha 
on this occaſion, to be deceived ; the 
did not behave in this manner to me, 
9228 ſake only ; her deſign was 
to inſpire me with love, that ſhe mi 
bring me over to the intereſt of 
miſtreſs, for whom the way fo zealous, 
that ſhe did not mind what it coſt her, 
in promoting her advantage. I found 
my error next morning, when I carried 
a billet-doux from my maſter to Euph - 
raha. That lady gave me a moſt gra- 
cious reception, and faid a th 
obligipg things, in which ſhe was 
joined by her maid : one admired wy 
phy ſiognomy, while the other obſerved 
in me an air of prudence and ſagacity. 
According to them, Signior Don Gon - 
rales poſſeſſed a treaſure, in having ſuch 
a valet. 5 a word, 3 
much, I fulpeS:d their applauſe, 
and even diſcerned the OY its 
but I received it, in ce, with 
all the fimplicity of a fool, and by this 
counterplot effectually decei the 
» who at laſt pulled off the maſł. 
© Hark'e, Gil Blas, ſaid Euphraßa 
to me, * it depends upon thyſelf to 
make thy fortune. Let us at in 
concert, my friend. Don Gonzales 
© is old, and his conſtitution ſo crazy, 
that the leaſt touch of = fever, a- 
« fiſted by an able phyſician, will car- 
ry him ef. Let us make the beſt 
© of the little time he has left, and 
« exert ourſelves ſo, as that he may 
4 leave the beſt part of his eſtate to 
* me. Thou ſhalt have a good ſhare 
© of the boaty, and thou mayeſt depend 
upon my promiſe, as much as if I 
© had made it before all the notaries of 
Madrid.“ Madam,” — * 
1 may command your humble ſer- 
: oy You have an conn to do, but to 
a” ibe my conduR, and you ſhall 
© be fatisfied.'—* Very well,” ſhe replied; 
thou muſt obſerve thy maſter, and give 
me an account of all his proceedings: 
* when you talk to him in private, 
don't fail to turn the converſation 
upon women, and from thence art- | 
fully take occaſion to ſpeak well of 
- . 1 me. 
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* me. him with Evphraſia as 
much w7 poſlible; and I again re- 
* commend it to you, to be very at- 
* tentivo to what in the family 
of the Pachecos ; if you we 
that any relation of Don Gonzales is 
extremely officious about him, and 
© aims at the ſucreſſion to his ettate, 
« acquaint me with it immediately; 
© thatis all T aſk, and I warranti ſhall 
© fend him a-driftin a very little time; 
© for I know the different charaRers of 
© his relations and the ridiculous 
© lights in which may be repre- 
6 — — ready pre 
< judiced him pretty ſucceſsfully a- 
© gainſt all his nephews and coukns.” 
37 theſe inſtructions, and others 
which E added, I concluded 
that this lady was one of thoſe who at- 
tached themſelves to generous old men. 
She had lately iled Don 
Gonzales to ſel} an eſtate, the price of 
which the had converted to her own 
uſe ; the extorted from bim valuable 
moveables every day; aud, beſdes, 
— — to — , = 
be forgotten in his will. 
0 engage wiltingly to do all that he 
defired ; and, diſſimulation apart,doudt- 
ed within myſelf, on my return 
whether I ſhovld contribute to impoſe 
upon my maſter, or undertake to de- 
tach him from his miſtreſs. The laſt 
of theſe reſolutions ſeemed more ho- 
nourable than the other, and I felt 
myſelf _ ym & to fulfil — 1 * 
tray my duty : befdes, Euphraſia 
made me no poſitive promiſe, and that, 
, was the occaſion of my fide- 
a A. remaining wncorrupted. I re- 
folved, therefore, to. ſerve Don Gon» 
zales with zeal, petſuading myſelf, that 
if I ſhould be lucky engugh to divert 
his affection is idol, I hould be 
detter for this good action, 
than for all the bad ones I could com- 
mit. 
That I might the more eaßly accom- 
pliſ what I propoſed, I ſhewed myſelf 
entirely devoted to the ſervice of Don 
e 7 made her believe, tat I 
e of her inceffantly to my maſt 4 
and accordingly invented fables, whic 
ſhe re pa AI truth. I infinuated 
elf ſo much into her 222 
that ſhe thought me 24 7 tis er in- 
tereſt 1 and ſtill, the better to im 
upon her, affected to appear in love 
wah Beatrice; wha, raviſhed do fee, 
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at her age, a young lover at her beck» 
did not 1 mind being deceived, 
provided ſhe was deceived a bly. 
When my maſter and I 2 
his own princeſs, we compoſed two 
very different pictures in the ſame taſte, 
Don Gonzales, pale and withered as L 
have repreſented him, when he 2 
ed to ogle, looked like a wretch in his 
laſt agonies ; and my infanta, in pro- 
portion to the ſeeming increaſe of my 
paſſion, aſſumed ſtill more and more 
childiſh airs, and practiſed all the ar- 
tifice of an old coquette, which the 
bad been learning theſe forty years at 
leaſt ; having been refined in the ſer - 
vice of ſome of thoſe heroines of gal - 
lantry, who can pleaſe even in thei 
old age, and die loaded with the ſpoils 
of two or three tions. 
I was not fatisfied with following 
my maſter, every evening, to the h 
Euphraſia; I ſometimes went thi- 
ther, alone, by day; but at what hour 
ſoever I went in, I never met with any 
man, or woman either, of a ſuſpicious 
appearance; nor could I diſcover the 
leaſt trace of infidelity; a circumſtance 
that ſurprized me not a little: for I 
could not imagine that ſuch a hand- 
ſome lady could be exactly true to Don 
Gonzales. And in this, ſurely, my 
8 was not too raſh; for the 
ir Euphraſia (as you will preſently 
fee) that ſhe might wait with the more 
patience for my maſter's eſtate, was 
provided with a lover more agreeable 
to a woman of her age. - | 
One morning, when I carried, as 
uſyal, a letter to the princeſs, I per- 
ceived, while I was in her chamber, 
the feet of a man concealed behind the 
tapeſtry. I went away, without ſeem- 
ing to obſerve them ; but although I 
ought not to have been ſurprized at 
this object, which was no buſineſs of 
mine, I did not fail to reſent it. Ah, 
© perfidious wretch !” ſaid I to myſelt, 
in a paſſion; * ah, wicked Eupbrakat 
thou art not ſatisfied with impoimng 


6 a good old gentleman, by per- 
ating him tne be jo beloved, but 
thou mult alfo crown thy perfidy, 
* by abandoning thyſelf to another “ 
What; a fool was I (now I think on 
it) to moralize in this manner! I 
ought rather to have laughed at the 
adventure, and looked upon it as 2 
compenſation for the tireſome laaguid 
moments ſhe yaderwent in her com- 

meret 
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merce with my maſter : I ſhould, at 
leaſt, have done better in holding my 
tongue, than in leizing this occaſion 
of acting the conſcientious valet. But, 
inſtead of moderating my zeal, I en- 
tered warmly into the intereſt of Don 
Gonzales, to whom I made a faithful 
report of what I had feen : I even add- 
ed, that Euphraſia wanted to feduce 
me ; I concealed nothing of what ſhe 
had ſaid on that occaſion; and it was 
his own fault if he was not perfectly 
acquainted with the character of his 
miſtreſs. He was confounded at the 
information, and a ſmall emotion of 
Wrath that appeared in his counte- 
Nance, ſeemed to preſage that the lad 
mould not be me ror Dr to him wit 
impunfty. Enough, Gil Blas, ſaid 
he: I am extremely ſenſible of thy, 
attachment, and pleaſed with thy fi- 
« delity; I will go inſtantly to Eu- 
* phraſia, load her with reproaches, 
and break for ever with the ungrate- 
< ful creature! So ſaying, he went 
out accordingly ; and diſpenſed with 
my attendance, that he might ſpare me 
the diſagreeable part I had to play du- 
ring their eclairciſſement. W 
I waited for my maſter's return with 
a world of unpatience ; not doubting, 
that as he had fo much cauſe to com- 
lain of his nymph, he would come 
ck altogether detached from her al- 
lurements. On this ſuppoſition, I ap- 
e- myſelf for what I bad done; 


repreſented to myſelf the ſatisfaction” 


which the natural heirs of Don Gon- 
zales would have, when they learned 
that their kinſman was no longer the 
ſport of a paſſion ſo contrary to their 
intereſts; I flattered myſelf, that they 
would conſider me for it; and, in 
ſhort, that I had diſtinguiſhed myſelf 
from other valets, Who are uſually 
more apt to encourage their maſters in 
debauchery than to reclaim them. I 
was in love with honour ; and reflect- 
ed, with pleaſure, that I ſhould pas 
for the Corypheus of all domeſticks. 
But this idea, 1 as it was, va - 
niſhed in a few hours; when my pa- 
tron arriving, ſaid, © Friend, I have 
© had a very ſharp converſation with 
4 Euphrafhia, who afhrms, that thou 
* haſt miſrepreſented her, and art, if 
* ſhe is to be believed, no other than 
an impoſtor, altogether devoted to 
* my nephews; out of regard to whom, 
* thou ſparcſt nothing to make me 


— 


den, into a new place. 


OF GIL BIAS. 


© quarre} with her. I ſaw feal tears 
© trickle from her eyes, and tbe ſwore 
©. by all that was ſacred, that ſhe never 
© made any propoſal to thee, nor ever 
© ſees a man. Beatrice, who ſeems to 
© be a good girl, proteſted the ſame 
thing, in ſuch a manner, that my an- 
ger was appeaſed in ſpite of my teeth. 

© How, Sir, ſaid I, interrupting him 
in a ſorrowful manner, do you doubt 
© my ſincerity ? do you diſtruſt— 
No, child, ſaid he, interrupting me- 
in his turn; I do thee all manner of 
6. juſtice: I don't believe thee in a con- 
of 269455 with my nephews. L am- 
C. PO ed that thou art concerned 
for my intereſt only, and I am ob- 
© liged to thee 3 but appearances are 
* deceitful. Perhaps, what thou ſaw-, 
© eſt, exiſted only in thy own imagi- 
© nation ; and, in that caſe, thou may- 
eſt gueſs, how diſagreeable thy accu- 
«© ſation. muſt, be to Euphraſia. Be it 
as it may, the is a perſon whom I 
„cannot help loving. I muſt even 
© make the Gerifice to her which ſhe 
demands, and that ſacrifice is, thy 
* diſmiflion. I am ſorry for it, my 
poor Gil Blas, added he; and. 
© aſſure thee, I conſented to it with re- 
« gret ; but I could not do otherwiſe, 
What ought to conſole thee is, that 
© I ſhall not ſend thee away unrecom+ 


« penſed; and I intend, moreover, to 
© ſettle thee with a lady, à friend of 


mine, where thou wilt lire very 
£ agreeably.* . A An 

I was very much mortjfied to ſee my 
zeal thus turned againſt, myſelf: I 


curſed Euphraſia, and deplored the 


weakneſs of Don Gonzales, who al- 
lowed himſelf to be led by the noſe. 
The good old man being very ſenſible, 
that in turning me away, merely to 
pleaſe his miſtreſs, he did not behave 
in the moſt manly manner, made a- 
mends for his effeminacy, and gilded 
the pill I was to ſwallow, with a pre- 
ſent of fifty ducats. Next day, carry- 
ing me to the Marchioneſs of Chaves, 
he told her, in my hearing, that I was 
a young man who poſſeſſed many good 
qualities ; that he had a regard for me, 
Pit family reaſons not permitting him 
to keep me in his ſervice, he be 

ſhe would admit me into, het family. 
She received me that inſtant into te 
number of her domeſticks ; ſo that 
found myſelf tranſlated, all of a ſud- 
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CHAP. VIII. 

THBCHARACTER ar Tur MAR. 

 CHIONESS or cuavzEs, AND or 
THOSE PEQPLE WHO USUALLY 
VISITED: HBRG . a 
I 


WH E. Marchioneſs of Chaves was 
4 aide ot fie and thirty, hand- 
ſome, tall, and well-ſbaped, ho en- 
joyed a yearly; income of ten thouſand 
Jucats, without che carer and incum - 
branceiof children. I never {aw a Wo- 
man of dre gravity, ar one who ſpoke 
leſs 3 though this did not | hinder; her 
tram being looked upon as the moſt 
witty lady in Madyid. The great con- 
courſe of people of 51 and men 
of learning, ho daily frequented her 
baule, contrihutad, perhaps, more than 
any thing he ſaid, to give ber this te- 

tion. But thisLwill not under- 
taka to dac ide let at ſuſſice ta ſay, that 
her name imported the. ĩdea of a ſupe· 
rior genius, and that her houſe was 
called, hy way of excellence, the court 
cniticiſm. C: 

There was actually ſome perfarm- 
ance or othen read here every day, ſome · 
times new plays, and fametimes other 
2 of pon y ; hut aothing except 

ious ſubjects wete deametd worthy 
of attention, humoraus pieces bein 
deſpiſed ; the beſt: comedy, or the m 
ingenious and witty romance, was look - 
ed upon as a fechle production, that 
deſerved no ptaiſe ; whereas the leaſt 
ſerious work, ſuch as an ade, ect , 
or ſonnet, paſſed fon the greateſt. effort 
of human undenſtandiog. Rut it often 
happened, that the publiek did not con- 
firm the ſentence of the court; on the 
contrary, was ſometimes ſo impolite as 
to hiſs thoſe pieces which had been 
© there very much; uded. | 

I was chamberlain in this houſe; 
that is, my office. conſiſted in getting 
— — ready in the apartment o 
my lady, for the reception of company, 
and to ſet the chairs for the men, and 
the cuſhions for the women; after which 
I Rationed myſelf at the chamber - door, 
ta announce“ and introduce the perſons 
who arrived. While I was employed 
in this aſſi ce, for the firſt time, the go- 
vernor. of the pages, Who by. accident 


- 
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1 nq 
. © moſt 
in a diſpute, without ſuffering their 
arguments tp get the better of ber 
argumentation. As for Donna An- 
gela, ſhe does not affect the virtuoſo, 
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was then in the anti- ehamber with me, 
deſcribed them all very pleaſantly; as 
they came in. His name Was 
Molina, naturally dry and ſatirical, 
with a good ſhare of underſtanding. 
A biſhop being the firſt ho preſented 
himſelf, I announced him; and when 
he was entered, the governot obſerved, 
bat prelate is a man of a very plea - 
© {ant character: having a liitie cre- 
© dit at court, he would fain make e- 
© very one believe, that he has a — 
deal, and offers his intereſt to all the 
« world, without ſerving any body. 
One day, meeting at court with a 
gentleman who ſaluted him, be ſtop- 
ped, loaded him with civilities, and, 
© .{queezing his hand, ſaid, “I am 
«© wholly devoted to your ſervice; 
4 pray, Sir, put me to the proof: 1 
fall never die ow until. I have 
„nan opportunity of obliging you 
The — — — in a 
very grateful manner; they. parted ; 
and the prelate ſaid to one of his fol- 
©. lowers, „I think I know that man; T 
have a confuſed. idea of having ſeen 
© him ſomewhere.” 
Immediately after | the biſhop, the 
ſon of a grandee appeared; and when 
IJ had introduced him into my lady's 
chamber, That nobleman,” ſaid Mo- 
ina, is another original. Vou muſt 
know, that he goes often to a houſe, 
in order to treat of ſome important 
-© affair with the gentleman who lives 
in it, and comes away without re- 
membering to ſpeak. a ſyllable about 
-© the matter. — But, the gover- 
nor, ſeeing two ladies advance, there 
comes Donua Angela de Pennafiel, 


and Donna Margarita de Montalvan, 


* two ladies between whom there is 
not the leaſt reſemblance: Donna 
Margarita, who piques herſelf on be- 
ing a philoſopher, will undertake the 
rofound doRtors of Salamanca 


although her underſtanding is per- 


fectly well cultivated : her converfa- 
tion is ſenſible, her ſentiments refined, 
and her expreſſion delicate, noble, and 


© natural.*——* This laſt is an amiable 


'*, charnter,” ſaid I to Molina; + but 


1* The announcer, from; the Latin word anaunciare, is a domeſfick, who ſtands in 


abs. hall on vikting dave, and propgunces aloyd the names of the company as they enter. 
4 (ry U 
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* the other, in my opinion, is ineon- 
« fiſtent with the fair- ſex. Not very 
*conGſtent! he replied with a ſneer : 
and even a great many men axe ren- 
dered ridieulous by ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion. Madam the marchioneſs, our 
lady, continued he, „ is alſo a little 
4 tainted with philoſaphy. What 
« wrangling will there be here to-day ! 
God grant that religion may not be 
concerned in the diſpute !? | 
As he ſpoke theſe words, we per- 
_ ceived a meagre man come in, with an 
air of reſerve and a grim countenance. 
My governor did not fpare him. This 
here, ſaid he, is one of your ſerious 
« wits,” who would fain paſs for great 
< geninſes, by the favour of a few ſen- 
© tences learned from Seneca; and who 
are eaſily detected to be fools, if you 
examine them a little cloſely. The 
next that came in was a-well-thaped 
cavalier, with a/Grecian mien, that is, 
a very ſelf-ſufficient appearance: when 
I aſked who he was, Molina anſwered, 
He is à dramatick poet, Who has 
«+ compoſed, in his- time, an hundred 
thouſand verſes, hich never brought 
him in four pence: but, in recom- 
pence for that, he has procured a 
conſiderable ſettlement, by fix lines 
of proſe. ade 
234 29 to inform myſelf of the 
nature of a fortune got ſo eaſily, when 
I heard a great noiſe on the ſtair-caſt. 
© Good!” "cried the governor; © thefe 
comes the Licentiate Campanario, 
<. who gives notice of his approach be- 
© fore he appears; and,, beginning to 
talk at the ſtreet door, continues 
without intermiſſion until he goes 4- 
way. Sure enough, the whole houſe 
rang again with the voice of the thun - 
deriug licentiate; who, at length, en- 
tered the anti- chamber with a batchelbr 
of his acquaintance, and did not leave 
off {peaking all the time his viſit taſted. 


- ©. Signior-Canipanario,” ſaid Ito Mo- 


lina, ſeems to be a great genius. 

Ves, teplied my governer y; he haàs 
ſome bright ſallies, quaint expreſ- 

© ſhons, and a good. deal of humour; 
but, over and above his being an un- 
. © conſcionable talker, he does not fail 
„ to make ” repetitions; and, not to 
„ over-rate: his talents; I believe the 
agresable and comick air with which 

he ſeaſons every thing he ſays, con- 


: © ſtirvtes his chief merit: fort e grest- 


elt part of his itrokes would do no 
3 * * 


* 
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great honour to a collection of wit. 


1 ticiſms,* -- 2 4 
Abundance of other people came in, 
of whom Molina made very lhumour- 
ous pictures, among which be did not 
forget that of the marchioneſs. I 
© affure you, ſaid he, our patroneſs 
© is a lady of a very even a, in 
ſpite of all her 5 2 e is 
not at all difficult to pleaſe, and one 
is ſubjected to very few caprices in 
her ſervice. She is one of the moſt 
© reaſonable women of quality I know, 
and is even without paſſion ; ſhe has 
as little taſte for gallantry as for play, 
and loves convefſation only: in 
© ſhort, moft ladies would think her 
ay of. life'inſapportably tireſome.” 
The governor, by this elogium, 'pre- 
poſſeſſed me in the favour of my miſ- 
treſs ; nevertheleſs, ſome days after, 
I could not help ſuſpecting that ſhe was 
not fuch an enemy to love: and I will 


relate on what foundation my ſuſpi- 


cion was built. SLAG 1 

One morning,” while ſhe was at her 
toilet, a little man preſented” bimſelf 
to me, about forty years old, of u diſ- 
agreeable ſigure, more dirty than the 
author Pedto de Noya, and very much 
hunch- backed into the bargam. When 
he told me be wanted to ſpeak with 
the marchioneſs, I aſked him, From 
« whom?” to which he anſwered, with 
a haughty look, From myſelf: tell 


ber I am the gentleman of whom ſhe 


© ſpoke yeſterday to Donna Anna de 
« Velaſco.” I introduced him into m 


lady's apartment, and , fignified his 


ral: upon which ſhe immediately 
exclaimed, in a tranſport of joy, * Shew 
© him in' She not only gave him a 


fa vourable reception, but like wiſe or- 


dered all her women out of the room; 
ſo that the little hunch- back, more 
happy than an honeſter man, remain- 


ed alone with her; while the chamber - 


maids and I made ourſelves merry 


with this fine tete a tete that laſted 


near an hour 7 aſter Which, my 


troneſs diſmiſſed the crook: back, load- 
ed with civilities, that ſhewed how 


well ſhe was ſatisfied with his conver- 
ſation; which, in effect, captivated 
her ſo much, that ſhe told me, one 


evening, in private, Gil Blagy when 
„ the man with the hunch returns, 


bring him into my apartment as ſe- 
« cretly ad poſſible. I obeyed; and 
when the little man came back next 

| morning, 


% 


morning, conducted him by a private 
ſtair-caſe to my lady's chamber. 1 

formed the ſame office, moſt deyout- 
y, two or three times, without ſuſpect- 
ing that there could be any gallant 
in the caſe ; but the malignity whi 
is ſo natural to-mankind ſoon inſpired 
me with ſtrange ideas; and I concluded, 
that the inclination of the marchioneſs 
was either very whimſical, or that the 
hunch-back acted the part of a go- 
between. | 

Prepoſſeſſed with this opinion, I 
often ſaid to myſelf, « If my lady is 
« in love with a handſome man, I for- 
give her; but if ſhe is captivated 
* with this baboon, truly I cannot ex- 
© cuſe the depravity of her taſte. How 
much was I miſtaken in my patroneſs 
the little hunch-back dabbled in ma- 
gick 3 and, as his ſkill had been ex- 
tolled to the marchioneſs, who will- 
ingly liſtened to the deluſions of ſuch 
impoſtors, ſhe honoured him with 
theſe private converſations, in which he 
ſhewed her things in a glaſs; taught 
her to turn the ſieve; and, for money, 
revealed all the mytteries of the cabala; 
or rather, to ſpeak truly, he was a 
ſharper who fubſiſted at ths expence of 
credulous people, and was faid to have 
feveral women of quality under con- 
uibution. a P? lr 


CHAP, IX. 


THE" INCIDENT IN CONSEQUENCE 
OF WHICH GIL BLAS-\QUITTED 


THE MARCHIONESS DE CHAVES ;' 


AND THE COURSE HE FOLLOW- 
ED AFTERWARDS, 


Had already lived fix months with 
the Marchioneſs de Chaves ; and, 
I confeſs, was ſatisfied with my condi- 
tion: but the deſtiny I had to fulfil 
would not permit me to live longer in 
that lady's houſe, nor even in Madrid; 


I will therefore recount the adventure 
that obliged me to remove from both. 
Among my lady's maids, there was 


one called” Portia; who, beſides her 
youth and beauty, poſſeſſed ſuch an 


amiable character, that I attached my- ge 
ſelf to her, without knowing that I * 


muſt diſpute her heart with a rival. 
The ſecretary of the marehioneſs, who 


ras a Proud man, and very much ad- 


dicted to jealouſy, deing captivated 
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with my princeſs, no ſooner perceived 
my paſſion, than, without endeavour. 
ing to find out my reception with Por- 
tia, he reſolved to fight me in fingle - 
combat, and for this purpoſe appoint- 
ed me to meet-him one morning” in 
a private place. As he was à little 
man, whoſe head ſcarce reached my 
ſhoulders, and ſeemed at the ſame time 
very weak, I did not think him a ve 
dangerous rival, but repaired with 
reat confidence to the place appointed, 
in hopes of gaining” an eaſy victory, 
and making a merit of it with Portia; 
but the event did not anſwer my ex- 
ation. The little ſecretary,” who 
ad been two or three years at the 
fericing-ſchool, diſarmed me like an 
infant, and holding the point of his 
ſword to my throat, Prepare, "ſaid 
he, for the mortal blow; or elſe give 
me thy word of - honour that thou 
© wilt this day quit the ſervice of the 
Marchioneis de Chaves, and never 
© more think of Portia.” I made him 
that promiſe, and kept it without re- 
luctance; being aſhamed to appear be- 
fore the reſt of the ſervants, after my 
defeat, eſpecially before the fair Helen 
who had been the cauſe of our duel. 
My ſole intention in returning to the 
houſe, was to carry off my goods and 
money; which having done, I ſet out 
the ſame day for Toledo; my 
deing pretty well furniſned, and my 
back loaded with a bundle compoſed 


of my whole weafing-apparel : for 


though I had not engaged to quit Ma- 
drid, I thought proper to leave it, at 
leaſt for ſome years; and formed the 
reſolution of making the tour of Spain, 


and of halting at every toon. The 
money I have, ſaid 1 to myſelf, 


« will carry me a great way; for I 
don't intend to be extravagant; and 
« when I have no more, I wilt betake 
© myleif again to ſervice. A young 
man of my accompliſhments wi 

© find places in abundance, whenever 
© he pleaſes to go in queſt of them.“ 

L longed, in particular, to ſee 'To- © 
ledo ; whither I arrived at the end of 
three days, and took up my lodging 
at a good ian, where I paſſed 2 
ntleman of conlequence, by the 
tavour. of my intrigulag dreſs, which * 

F did not fail to put on, and b 


the foppiſh airs which I affected. It 


was in my oon option to eſtablim a 


cotreſpondence with ſome handſome 


2 women 


» 
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women who lived in the neighbour- 
1 
begin by ſpending a | 0 
| — e I bridled my de- 
ſires 3 and feeling ſtill a ſtrong incli- 
nation for travelling, after having 
ſeen, every thing that was curious in 
Toltdogl left it one morning by break 
of day, and took the road to Cuenca, 
with an intention to go to Arragon. 
On the ſecond day of my journey, I 
went into an inn on the road; and juſt 
as I fat down to refreſh myſelf, a com- 
y of ſoldiers belonging to the Holy 
Rrotherhood came in, and calling for 
wine, fell to drinking. While they 
were over their cups, I heard them 
deſcribe a young man whom they had 
orders to apprehend. © The gentle- 
man, ſaid one of them, is not 
© more than;twenty years of age, has 
long black hair, a good ſhape, an 
« aquiline, noſe, and is mounted on a 
$ bay horſe,” 
_ I liſtened without ſeeming to give 
tention to what they ſaid, and truly 
did not concern myſelf much about 
the matter. Leaving them in the inn, 
I ſet forward on my journey, and had 
not walked a quarter of a league, when 
I met a young gentleman of a good 
mien, mounted on a cheſnut- coloured 
horſe. * Upon my faith,” ſaid I to 
wyſelf, this is x hg whom the 
s. ſaldiers are in ſearch of: he has lon 
© black hair, and an aquiline noſe. 
muſt do him à good office. Sir," 
ſaid I to him, give me leave to aſk, 
t whether or not you bave ſome affair 
of honour on your hands? The 
young gentleman, without making any 
reply, looked earneſtly at me, and ſeem - 
ed ſurprized at my queſtion. Upon 
which I aſſured him, that it was not out 
of curioſity that I had addreſſed him in 
this manner; and he was very well 
convinced of it, when I told him what 1 


had overheard\at the inn. Generous be 


* ſtranger, ſaid he, I will not deny 


that I bave reaſon to believe myſelf 


ti perſon whom thoſe ſoldiers want to 
< apprehend ; and therefore will take 


< anothet road in order to avoid them. 


— It is my opinion, I replied, that 
5 we ſhould immediately, ſeek ſome 
place where you may be ſecure, and 
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Vvhere we may be ſheltered from that 
« (torm which I ſee brewing im the air, 
and which will burſt very ſoon,” At 
that inſtant, we diſcovered and repaired 
to a tufted alley of trees, that conduct 
ed us to the foot of a mountain, where 
we found an hermitage. 

It was a large deep grotto, that time 
had ſcoo in the rock, to which 
the art of man had added a kind of 
front, built of pehbles and ſhell- Work, 
and quite covered with turf : the ad- 
jacent field was ſtrewed with a thou - 
ſand ſoris of flowers, Which perfumed 
the air; and hard by the grotto we per- 
ceived a little opening in the from 
whence iſſued, with an agreeable naiſe, 
a ſpring of water that run winding a+ 
long @ meadow. At the entrance of 
this ſolitary habitation, appeared 
boly hermit ſtooping under the weight 
of old age, fu ing himſelf with a 
ſtaff in one — and holding in the 
other a roſary of large beads, compoſed 
of twenty courſes at leaſt, , His head 
was buried in a brown woollen.2apz 
with long ears, and his beard, more 
white than ſnow, came down to bis 
middle. When we approached him, 
Father, ſaid I, be fo good as to 
« favour us with ſhelter from the im- 
pending ſtorm. “ Enter, my chil- 
dren, replied anchorite, | after 
having obſerved me attentively z this 
* hermitage is at your ſervicez and 
you may ſtay here as long as you 
* pleaſe. As for your horſe,” added 
he; pointing to the fore · part of his ha- 
bitation, he will be very well aceom- 
©. modated in that place. The gen- 
tleman who accompanied me, diſpoſed 
of his beaſt accardingly; and then we 
followed the old man into the grotto, 
Which as ſoon as wt had entered, 4 
great ſhower fell, mingled with flaſhes 
of lightning, and dreadful peals of 
thunder. The hermit fell on his knees 
ore an image of St. Pacomo “, 
which was glued to the wall, and. we 
followed his example. Meanwhile, 
the thunder ceaſed, and we gut up 3 
but as the rain continued, the day 
was far ſpent, * My children ſaid the 
old man, I would not adviſe you to 
proceed on your journey in ſuch wea- 
« ther, unleſs — ſome preſſing 


* Sd. Pacomo,. üs as Eeyptians, whoſe! faich ie Cid de have beer ſo.effeGtual;; ht 


he walked among ſerpents wahurt ; and ti 
Nile, he was tranſported from one {ide to 


L 2 * 4 * 


when he had occafion to craſs, the river, 


other on the back of ac: ocodile. yi 
| 75 + Taffain. 


affair. The y 
pliedy that we had none that hindered 
us from halting; and that, it we were 
pot afraid of incommoding him, we 
would beg leave to! pals. the night in 
his bermitage. Von won't incom- 
mode me in the leaſt, ſaid the her- 
mit; © but will have reaſon to in 
« of your lodging; for you mutt lie 
© hard, and I have nothing. to offer 
© you but anchorite's fare. 
_ So ſaying, the holy man made us ſit 
down at a ſmall table, and preſenting 
us with a few onions, a craſt of bread; 
and a pitcher of water, My fons,” 
ſaid he, you fee my uſual repalt; but 
„ to-day T will ——— 
aof regard to you.” en e 
little heels, with two handfuls of 
Alberts, and fpread them upon the 
table. The young man, whe had no 


great ite, did not much honour 
tothe : upon which the hermit ob- 
ſerved to him, I perceive that you are 


« acouſtomed to better tables than mine, 
© or rather, that ſenſuality has eorrupt- 
ed your natural taſte. I have been in 
the world, as you are now; the moſt 
« delicate viands, the moſtexquitterz- 
© gouts, were not too for my 
« palatez but Znce I have lised in ſo- 
« litude,, * have — — — 
© puri m and at nt 
c _ Lich king but roots, — 
milk —in a word, that which com- 
poſed the nouriſkment of our firſt 
6 to. 

While he in this manner, the 
young man ſunk into a profound re- 
verie; which the hermit wing, 
* My ſon,” ſaid he to him, you have 
an fiom on your ſpiries; may I 
not know the cauſe ? unbhaſom your- 
«© ſelf to me. It is not curioſuy, but 
© charity alone, that animetes my re- 
« queſt, I am of age to give advice; 
© and perhaps your ſituatien requires 
it. Yes, — — the on- 
valier, with a 3 1 have, doubts 
© Jeſs, occaſion for advice; and I wilt 
© follow yours, ſince you are ſa good 
© as to offer it, I believe I tun ne 
© riſque in diſcovering . mylelt to & 
man of your charaQter.'— Ne, my 
* ſon,” ſaid the ſenior; you have no- 
thing to fear on that fore, and may 
ſafely truſt me with any ſecret.” 
is. condone, the exralice fpoke as 
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THE STORY O#- DON Arnette 
© AND: FHE PAIR SERAPMINAS 


© Þ Will: conceal nothing! front 

1 father, not from — wes 
* tleman WhO bears me; for, ate the 
« generoſity he ſhewed, I ſhould be: to 
© blame to diſtruſt him. Liſten, theres. 
fore, to my misfortunes. Lwasbara 
in Madrid, and my origin is this : 
an-oftcer of the German gu 
ed the Baron de Steinbach, gang 
boma one evening; perceived a hun- 
die of white linen at the foot of the 
ſtair- caſe. He took. itup, and carried 
ie to his wifeꝰs apartment, here he 
found it ta de à neu- born infant 
wra in very handiome ſwaddli 
— 7 when billet, — 
that it boſonged to perſons of quality 
who would one day make themitlves 
known; and that it had been 
tized by the name of Alphonſe. I 
am that unhappy infant, and this is 
all that I know of my birth and pa« 
rentage : facriaced to honour or in- 
fidelity, I know not Whether my 
mother expoſed me, in order to con- 
ceal 2 diſhanourable flame; or, ſe- 
duced by a perjured loves, 'faund 
herſelf wander the cruel - of 
downing the fruit ot ber w X 
© Be that as it will, the baron aud 
the lady were touched with my ſima- 
tion; and, as they had no children 
of their ewn, determined to edudate 
me under the name of Don Adpbor- 
ſo. As I advanced in years, their 
attachment ts we increaſed z my 
flattoring and complaiſant behaviour 
attracteu their . earefles every mo- 
ment; in a word, I had- the 
fortune to make myſelf beloved : 
they gave me all kind of mmafters; my 
education became their only frudy ; 
and, far from expetiog impatently 
that my parents would & ſcoverthern - 
ſelves, they ſeemed, on the contrary, 
to wiſh that my birth would always 
remain 2a ſecrets As ſapn as the 
baron found mr able te cacty arms, 
he entered me in the ſervice x 
cured for mt an enſign's commiſiion ; 
ordered my | ſmall equipage to be 
got ready; amd to animme me me 


reren 


mere to ſeck eccafions of nequiriag 
N | ke + glary, 
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l glory, he repreſented to me that the 

career of honour was open to every 
© body, and that in war I might obtain 
© a name the more glorious, as I ſhould 
© owe it to myſelf alone. At the ſame 
© time he revealed the ſecret of my 


- birth, which he had hitherto con- 


* cealed from my knowledge. As I 
<. paſſed for his ſon in Madrid, and effec- 
c tually believed myſelf to be fo, I own 
© this piece of information gave me a 
© good deal of pain: I could not then, 
nor cannot now, think>of it without 
©. ſhame; for the more my ſentiments 
© ſeemed to argue me of à noble ori- 

i — my confuſion was, 

el 


© gin, the 
© to lee myſelf abandoned by thoſe wha 


gave me being. 


* 


I went to ſerve in the Low- Coun- 
6. tries ; but the peace being concluded 
« ſoon after, 2 rid of her ene- 
mies, though not of thoſe who en- 
vied her proſperity, I returned to 
Madrid, where I received freſh marks 
of tenderneſs from the baron and his 
© lady. About two months after my 
« return, a little page came into my 
room one morning, and preſented 
© to me a billet, conceived pretty near- 


6 ly in theſe words, 

cc I Am neither ugly nor il]-ſhaped; 
| « and yet you tee me frequently 
cc at the window, without paying ho- 
«« mage with your eyes. This beha- 
& yiour but ill anſwers your gallant 


&I wiſh I could inſpire you with 
44 love, to be revenged on your indif - 
« ference.” | 


© Having read this billet, I did not 
© doubt that it came from a widow 
© called Leonora, who lived oppoſite 
© to our houſe, and had the reputation 
© of being very coquettiſh. I inter- 
© rogated the „ Who was on the 
« reſerve at firſt, but in conſideration 
of a ducat, which I ſlipped into his 
hand, he ſatisfied my curioſity ; and 
even undertook to c an anſwer, 
by which I informed his miſtreſs, 
© that I acknowledged my crime, and 
< was already ſenhble- of her bein 
© more than half revenged. 5 

.©,Lwas not at all iaſtuſible of this 
© kind of conqueſt : I kept the houſe” 
all that day, and took great care to 
© be always at the- window, that I 
might obſerve the lady, who did not 
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© forget to ſhew herſelf at her's, ' 
made love to her in dumb thew ; 
the anſwered my fignals, and next 
morning let me know by her pa 
that if I would be in t delt be: 
twixt eleven and twelve at night, I 
might converſe with her at a par- 
lour window. Though I did not find 
myſelf very much in love with ſuch a 
forward widow, I did not fail to 
return a very paſſionate anſwer, ant 
to wait for night with' as much im- 
patience as if I had been violently 
ſinitten. In the evening, I went our 
to walk in the Prado till the hour of 
aſſignation; and was no ſooner ar- 
"rived at that place, than a man, 
mounted on a fine horſe, alighted 
© hard by me, and aceoſting me haſtily, 
© ſaid, «© Are not you the ſon of Ba- 
* ron Steinbach ?” When 1 replied 
© in the affirmative, © You' are the 
«© perſon,” ſaid he, “ who intend to 
«« converſe with Leonora at her win- 
„ dow, Her page has ſhewn me her 
letters and your anſwers, and 1 
have followed you this evening, 
* from ydur on houſe hither, to let 
„you know that you have a rival, 
* -whoſe pride is very much mortiſied 
© in being obliged to diſpute a heart 
*< with ſuch a one as you. I believe 
„ need ſay no more; we are now in 
a private place. Let us draw, there - 
fore, unleſs, to avoid the chaſtiſe - 
ment I prepare for you, you will pro- 
miſe — off all — 
with Leonora. You muſt either ſa- 
crifice to me the hopes you have 
conceived, or forfeit your life im- 
mediately.” —* You ought then,” 
© faid I to him, „to have requeſted 
«© not demanded, that ſacrifice ; I 
% might, perhaps, have granted it to 
your intreaty, but I refuſe it to your 
threats. 5 5 | 
It is very well!“ he replied, after 
© having tied his horſe to a tree; draw 
„ then! It does not become à perſon 
of my quality, to ſtoop ſo low as to 
6 intreat-a man of your ſtation ; moſt 
„ people of my rank, in the ſame 
© caſe, would have reven them- 
« ſelves in a leſs honourable way.“ 
I was 'ſhocked with theſe laſt words, 
and ſeeing his ſword” already un- 
„ ſmeathed, drew mine alſo: we at- 
© tacked one another with ſuch fury, 
that the combat did not laſt a long 
© whether he ated with too much heat, 


© or 


but 1 him a mortal thruſt, upon 
4 which — him ſtagger and Fall, 
© Whereupon, attending to my .own- 
© ſafety: only, I mounted his horſe, 
and took the road to Toledo. I durſt 
not return to the baron's houſe, dung 
« well aſſured that my adventure would 
« very much affli& him ; and when I 
conſũdered the danger in Which I 
© was, I thought I could not get out 
of Madrid too ſoon. = 
In the midſt of the moſt melan- 
« choly reflections I rode the remaining 
part of the night, and all the mory-. 
ing; but towards noon, was obliged 
© to, halt, in order to give my horſe 
© ſome reſt; and pool ths — 1 
5 which grew in ſupportable. 
2 —— in lines all 
« ſan-ſet, .after-which I continued my 
journey, reſolving to make but one 
« ſtage} to Toledo. I had got two 
© leagues beyond Hleſcas, when, to- 
« wards midpight, LWas ſurpriaed in 
« the middle of à field, with juſt ſuch 
another ſtorm. as fell to- day; upon 
s which I drew near the wall of a gar - 
den that I perceived at the diſtance 
of a fem paces; and not finding a 
more convenient ſhelter, ſtood with 
« my horſe as-cloſe as I chuld to the 
© door of 2 ſummer-houſe, fatuated at 
© the ed oſ the wall, over which there 
s was a balcony, As I leaned againſt 
the door, I perceived it open, which 
J. aſcribed to the negligence of ſer- 
« yahts 3 and alighting, leſs out of 
curiaſity than for the ſake of dong 
better ned from the rain, hic 
did not ceaſe to incommode me while 
© I remained under the balcony, I en- 
* tered the ground-floor of the ſum- 
© mer-houſe, With my borſe, which I 
J yy — < ne PPE WIL 

"<7 my uring tem- 
peſt, in Sans the place; and 
© thongk 1 Could diſtinguiſh ing 
but dy the lightning that flaſh 

9 — it was eaſy to perceive that 
the houſe could not belong to a vul- 
gar owner. Lexpected ſtill that the 
rain wauld/ceaſe, intending to pro- 
cted on my journey; but a great 
flight that 4 A oferved at a diſtance, 
made me change my reſolution. Leav- 
ing my hoſe in the ſummer-houſe, 
the door of which I took care to ſe- 
cure, I adyanced towards the light, 
« perſuaded that there was ſtill fome- 
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* body in the houſe, not yet gone to. 
© bed, and reſolved to requeſt Jadging 
for that night. Having eroſſed ſeve-, 
© ral walks, I. arrived at a ſaloon, the 
* dgor of; which, I found open alſo; 1 
entered it, and when I had obſerved. 
© all the magnificence of the place, by. 
© the light of a fine chryſtal branch, 
© I no longer doubted that I was in 
© the houle of ſome rich nobleman. 
© The payement was of marble ; the 
© wainſcot W and curi- 
ouſly gilt; the cornices of admira - 
ble workmanſhip; and the cieling 
4 8 by the moſt (kilful maſters : 
but what I took particular notice of, 
© was _ — number of buſts ot 
© Spaniſh heroes, ſupported. on — 
c ns of jaſper, all — the ſaloon... 
© IT had leiſure enough to conſider all. 
* theſe things; for though I liſtened 
« attentively from time to time, I nei= 
c het heard the leaſt noiſe, nor ſaw a 
* living creature a . g b 
4 There being ag kt fide of the 
© ſaloon a door unbolted, I half open+ - 
ed it, and perceived a range of roms, 
© the laſt of which only was lighted. 
„% What ſhall I do?” ſaid Ito my- 
© ſelf ; * ſhall I return, or boldly pe. 
©-netrate to that room? 1 48% 4, 
that the molt judicious ſſep would 
© be, to return as I came. But I could 
not reſiſt my curĩoſity, or rather the 
force of deſtiny that dragged me a- 
long: I advanced from one room ta 
another, until I arrived at that in 
which was the light; that is, à ta- 
per burning on a marble table, in a 
filver candleſtick gilt. I at firſt ↄb · 
ſerved yery —— and gay ſum - 
mer furniture; but in a little time, 
caſting my eyes upon a bed, the cur- 
tains of which were half drawn, on 
account of the heat, I ſaw an object 
that attracted my whole attention, 
This was a young lady, who, not- 
withſtanding the noiſeof the thunder, 
lay in a — —ͤ ſleep. I approach, _ 
» her ſeftly, and by the [es ht of 
the taper, , diſcovered a complexion _ 
and features that quite dazzled- me, 
My heart took the alarm at the fight! 
I felt my ſoul ſmitten and tranſport» 
ed ; but whateyer emotions agitated 
my breaſt, the opinion which I had of 
her bigh rank, hindered me from en- 
tertaining the leaſt raſh thought, and 
reſpect prevailed, over inclination. }., 
While I glutted myſelf with the 
1 1 
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comemp 

„ ſhe awoke ; and you may gueſs 

t wn her ſyrprize, when the, faw 

2 man whom the did not know, in 
her bed · chamber at midnight. She 
trembled hen ſne perceived me, and 
„( Mricked aloud; while Lendeavour- 
ed to remove her fear, dy kneeling 
„before her, and faying, Madam, 
«« henut afraid; I come not hither to 
a 3 the lealt i injun 
on, but her co 

C 71 h,; that the did not hear me. She 
o called her women, ſeveral times, but 
6 —— . rigs. me put on a thin 
© mi which lay at the bed's 
© feet, 7 4 uff haft, and went into 
© the rooms that 1 tra croffed, ſtill 
„calling her madds, and à younger 
©'fiſter who Hved undder her care. I 
expected to ſee all her * — ap- 


c pear, and had reaſon to apprehend 
© that, without horn heard, ſhould 
meet with very ble trent- 


ment; "but, —— me, N 
ce to no ſe j nobody came but 
an old klick, who could not 
0 have given her much aſſiſtance, hadfhe 
0 Ms dez thing to fear. Nevertheleſs, 
more reſolute by his pre- 
0 „ nee. the aſked, with a havghty air, 
ho I was, und how, and what 
« reaſon, Thad the boldneſs to 1 
2 houſe. I then began to juſti 
6 myſelf; and had no ſooner to 
© that I found the door of the Hay 
* mer-houſe open, than ſhe exc}aimed, 
«© Juſt Heaven I what do 1 refage 
90 ſayiog, the ſeized the light, and 
„ ſearching all the rooms, one after 
«© another, could fee neither her maids 
6 3 her ſiſter, but even obſerved that 
had carried off all their baggage. 
C « Her ſuſpicions appearing now but too 
«plain, the returned to me, and ſaid, 
vith a great deal of emotion, Per- 
4% ffdious wretch ! add not diſſimula- 
0 tion to treachery. It was not chance 
4 that brought thee here. Thou art 
one of che followers of Don Fer- 
„ nando de Leyva, and an affociate in 
«his crime : but do not think to 
eſrape ; I have ſtill people epow to 
d ſecure r % Madam, arifwer- 
by 21. «do not tonfound me with 
«your enemies. I know no ſuch per- 
1 ſon as Don Fernando de Leyva, and 
% am even ignorant of your name and 
4c quality. I am an unfortunate man, 


"46 whom an affair of honour hath obli- 
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lating her beay- «* 


TI was 
ation 8 


to leave Madritly and d fear 
all that is ſacred, Lwonld not 

6 214 entered your houſe, had it not 
«© been for the ſtorm that [Forprized* 
% me Judge, therefore, more favour. 
by of me; and, inſtead of 'believ- 
ing me an accomplice: in the out- 
rage you have-ſuffered, think me ra- 
« ther diſpoſed to rev it,” Theſe 
laſt words, and the tone with which 
they were pronounced, ett the 
© lady, who ſeemed to upon me 
© no longer@as her. enemy : batlif her 
indignation · vaniſhed, it was only to 
© make room for her grief. She: 
6 ditterly ; Ls meltedcby her-tears, 
and (no leis ited than ſhe, al- 
© though I did not know the caule of 
< her I not 9 — 
© -her 3 but, impatient-to 
7 ww „vas“ (biged- — tet 
© of fury ri Madam,“ ——_ 
« injury have you- .recvived d 

. — your-reſentment.: Shall i 

« purſue Don Fernando, and ſtab him 
«-to the heart ? Name all thoſe Ehm 

you would have ſacrificed.” Com- 
— my ſer vice. Whatever dan 
« gers, Whatever misfortunos maybe 

4 attached to vongeance, that 
« ſtranger whom you thought-confe- 
«. deratewith your enemies, will tempt 
« them al · for your fake ! 


| —— — i26d/ the lady, 
4 and ſtopped the of her: — 


4 Ah, Sir“ ſaid -the Fre 
* Cufpicion, ons ace 4 


t ſituation in which * am. Theſe ge- 


„ nerous ſentiments i have — 
„ Seraphina, and- even freed me from 
* che Hawe of ſeeing 2 ſtranger wit 
0 -neſs to the alfront put upon my Fa- 
„ mily. Yes, generous paknows! I 
acknowledge any. error, and am fat 
« from rejecting your aſſictange q but 
<F aft not the death. af Don Fernun- 
4 \do; adit Well, Madam, I zeplicd; 
x what ſervices ean you expect of me 7. 
* Sir,” anſwered; Seraphina, “ tlie 
_y taufe of my complaint 4s this Don 
Fernando de Leyva is in lose with 
my ſiſter Julia, hom he ſaw. 
* Actident at Toledo, here e uſu- 
<© Ally live. Three monthe ago, be 
ce aſked her in marriage of — 
ven de Polan, my father, O ef 

4 his conſent, on account of an ol 
% enmity ſubſiſting between our ſamĩ - 
% lies. My fiſter, not yet f ſteem cat: 
of age, mult have been weak-enopgh 
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te to follow the advice of my women, 
* whom Don Fernando has, doubt - 
4 Jeſs, bribed to his intereſt ; and he, 
« informed of our being by ourſelves 
« in this country-houſe, has taken this 
« opportunity of carrying her off. I 
% want, therefore, to know what re- 
« treat he has choſen for her, that 
« my father and brother, who have 
« been at Madrid theſe two months, 
« may take their meaſures accordingly. 
« In the name of God added the, 
give yourſelf the trouble of traverſ- 
« ing the neighbourhood of Toledo, 
« and of making an exact —_— 
« #bout the raviſher ; my family will 
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© enlarge upon circumſtances which 
* are doubtleſs tedious to you. 
© No, my ſon, repligd the anchorite ; 
* they are far from being tedious ; t 
© am Even pleaſed to know how far 
© you are ſmitten by this young lady 
© of whom you talk, that I may re- 
© gulate my advice accordingly.” ; 

My imagination heated with theſe 
* flattering ideas,” reſumed the young. 
man; *© I ſearched two days for Julia's 
© raviſher : but it was to no purpoſe for 
© me to make all itfaginable enquiry 3 
I could not diſcover the leaſt traces of 
© him. Very much mortified at hav- 
© ing reaped no fruit from my re- 


« he eternally indebted to you for the . ſearches, I returned to Seraphina, 


« favour.” 

The lady did rr) W — 
© the employment which ſhe preſeri 
for — but ill agreed with the cir- 
« cumſtances of a man who could not 
c out of Caftile too ſoon. But 
© how was it poſſible for her to make 
«© this reflection, which did not even 
© occur to me! Charmed with the 
© happineſs of finding myſelf neceſſary 
© to the moſt amiable perſon in the 
* world, I accepted the commiſſion 
£ with a tranſport of joy, and promiſed 
© to acquit myſelf with __ diligence 
« and zeal. In effect, I did not wait 
© for day, in order to go and accom- 
© pliſh my promiſe ; but quitted Sera- 
© phina on the inſtant, conjuring her 
© to pardon me for the fright I had 
* occaſioned, and affuring her, that ſhe 
+ ſhould hear news of me in a very 
© little time. T went out as I had come 
in, but ſo much ingroſſed by the 
lady, thatit was not difhcult for me 
to perceive I was already captivated 
6 by bir beauty: I was the more con- 
i firmed in this, by the eagerneſs I 
felt in ſerving her, and the amorous 
© chimeras which my imagination pro- 
" duced. I fancied that Seraphina, 
„although poſſeſſed by her ſorrow, 
© had obſerved my growing paſſion, 
© and beheld it perhaps not without 
© ome pleaſure: I even imagined, 
* that if I could bring her any news 
© of her ſiſter, and the affair ſhould 
* turn out according to her wiſh, the 
* whole would redound to my ho- 
© nour,” 

Don Alphonſo, i ing the 
thread of his tory, in this place, ſaid 
to the old hermit, I beg pardon, 
* father, if, too full of my paſſion, I 


* 


* whom I expected to find in the ut- 
© molt anxiety: but ſhe was muc 
* more tranquil than I imagined, an 


informed me that ſhe had been more 


6 _ I; that ſhe knew what 
* was become of her liter, having re- 
© ceived a letter from Don Fernanda 
© himſelf ; importing, that being pri- 
* vately married to Julia, he had placed 
her in a convent at Toledo. I 
have ſent his letter to my father, 
added Seraphina I hope the affair 
vill terminate in an amicable man- 
«« ner, and that a ſolemn marri 
« will, in a ſhort time, extinguiſh t 
* hatred which has ſo long divided 
« gur families.” 

When the lady had made me ac- 
* quainted with her ſiſter's fate, ſhe 


made an apology for the trouble ſhe 


© had given me, and the danger to 
which ſhe might have itnprudently 
expoſed me, by engaging me to pur- 
ſue a raviſher, without remember- 
ing that I had told her I was obliged 
to fly on account of an affair of ho- 
nour ; ſhe excuſed herſelf, thereforeg 
in the moſt obliging terms; and, as 
I had need of reſt; carried me into 
the ſaloon, where we fat down to- 
gether. She wore a looſe gown, of 
white taffety, with black ſtripes, 
and a little hat of the ſame ſtuff with 
a black plume of feathers, which 
made me gueſs that ſhe was a widow g 
though ſhe appeared ſo young, that 
I did nt know what to think of her 
condition. | 
© If I longed for an explanation on 
this head, ſhe was no leſs deſirous of 

knowing who I was; and accor 
ingly begged that I would tell her, 
my name, not doubting (as ſhe ſaid) 
X « that 
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© that by my noble air, and ſtill more, 
© the generous pity that made me en- 
© ter ſo warmly into her intereſts, I 
* belonged to ſome conſiderable fa- 
© mily. The queſtion embarraſſed me 
© not a little; I bluſhed ; was con- 
© founded ; and own, that being leſs 
c aſhamed to lye than to tell the truth, 
£ T anſwered, I was the ſon of the Baron 
de Steinbach, an officer of the Ger- 
© man guards. Tell me likewiſe, 
© replicd the lady, “ for what reaſon 
« you quitted Madrid? I offer you 
00 8 all the credit of my 
* father, as well as of my brother 
© Don Gaſpard; that is the leaſt 
4 mark of gratitude I can ſhew, to a 
„ zentleman who neglected the care 
« of his own life to ſerve me.” I 
* made no difficulty of recounting to 
her all the circumlitances of my duel : 
upon which ſhe blamed the gentle- 
to intereſt her whole family in my 
favour. . 2 
When I had ſatisfied her curioſi- 
ty, I begged her to gratify mine; 
and aſked her whether her faith was 
« free or plighted. © Three years 
t ago, ſhe replied, “„ my father 
& obliged me to marry Don Diego de 
« Lara, and I have been a widow 
te fifteen months.” —* Madam,” faid 
s T, „ what misfortune has deprived 
« you of your huſband ſo ſoon ?”'— 
«c | will tell you, Sir, reſumed the 
© lady, © in return for the confidence 
4 you have repoſed in me. 

« Don Diego de Lara was a very 
« genteel he, Oy who entertained the 
ec moſt violent paſſion for me; and, in 
«© order to pleaſe me, put in practice, 
« every day, all that the moſt tender 


ec and paſſionate lover could invent, to 


« make himſelf agreeable to the ob- 


& jet of his flame; but though he- 


© poſſeſſed a thouſand good qualities, 
de be could never touch my heart. 
„Love is not always the effect of aſ- 
% ſiduitics aud diſtinguiſhed merit.— 
« Alas! added the, „an utter 
c ſtranger often enchants us at firſt 
« fight. Well, it was not in my 
< power to love him: more confound- 
ce ed than charmed with the tokens 
* of his tenderneſs, to which I was 
% forced to make returns without 
„ inclination; though I, in ſecret, 
« taxed myſelf with ingratitude, I 
« likewiſe found my own ſituation 


* 
man whom I had flain, and 27; pa , 
c 
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« very unhappy. Unluckily for bim; 
« as well as me, his delicaey was ſtill 
greater than his love. He diſcover- 
* ed in my actions and diſcourſe the 
*« moſt fecret emotions of my breaſt, 
and dived. to the very bottom of my 
, ſoul. He complained inceſſantly 
« of my indifference, and deemed 
„ himſelf the more unhappy in being 
unable to pleaſe me, becauſe he 
very well knew that there was no 
% rival in his way; for I was ſcarce 
* ſixteen years old, and before he of- 
„ fered me his hand, he had gained 
* over all my women, who aſſured 
„ him that no man had as yet attract - 
«« ed my regard. © Yes, Seraphina,” 
be would often ſay, **-I wiſh you 
*© had been vrepoſſelſed in favour of 
* another, and that alone were the 
% caule of your indifference to me: 
% my aſſiduities, and your own vir- 
„tue, would triumph over that pre- 
« judice; but I deſpair of making a 
* conqueſt of your ty ſince it re- 
mains untouched by all the love I 
*« have ſhewn.”” Tired with hearin 
„% him repeat the ſame diſcourle, i 
© told him, that inſtead of troublin 
„his repoſe and mine by too — 
& delicacy, he would do well to leave 
* his grievances to time. And truly, 
„one of my age was not capable of 
*« reliſhing the refinements of ſuch a 
delicate paſhon ; ſo that Don Diego 
„ ought to have taken my advice: 
© but ſeeing a whole year elapſed, 
«© without his being farther advanced 
« than the firſt day, he loſt his pa- 
«+ tience, or rather his reaſon; and 
% pretending to have an affair of con- 
« ſequence at court, departed to ſerve 
« as a volunteer in the Low Countries, 
«© where he ſoon found in battle, that 
© which he went to ſeek; I mean, 
the end of his torments and life.. 
After the lady had favoured me 
* with this relation, the fingular cha- 
rafter of her huſband became the 
ſubject of our diſcourſe; in which 
we were interrupted by the arrival of 
a courier, who delivered to Sera- 
hina a letter from the Count de 
olan. She aſked my permiſſion to 
read it; and I obſerved, that while 
ſhe p-ruſed it, ſhe grew pale and 
trembled. After having read it, ſhe 
lifted up her eyes to heaven, heaved 
a profound deb, and her face was in 


a moment covered with tears. 
| could 
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© could not behold her grief with tran- 
« quillity: I was greatly diſturbed ; 
and, as if I had preſaged the crue 
4 ſtroke I was to ſuffer, felt myſel 
© chilled with a mortal fear. Ma- 
« dam, faid I, with a faultering 
© yoice, „ may I aſk what are the 
« fatal contents of that letter?"'— 
% There, Sir, replied Seraphina in 
a melancholy manner, giving me the 
© paper; read yourſelf what my 
« father writes. Alas! you are but 
too much concerned. 

I was confounded at her words : 
© and, trembling while I took the letter, 


read 


« OS brother Don Gaſpard 
« fought yeſterday in the 
«, Prado *, where he received a mortal 
« thruſt, of which he died this day ; 
« having declared, in his laſt mo- 
« ments, that the perſon who killed 
«« him is the fon of Baron de Stein- 
et bach, an officer of the German 
« guards, What adds to the miſ- 
« fortune is, that the murderer has 
t eſcaped me by flight: but whereſo- 
« ever he conceals himſelf, I ſhall 
« ſpare no pains to find him out; for 
« which purpoſe I will write to ſome 


« governors, who will not fail te ap- 


« prehend him, if he paſſes through 
« the towns of their juriſdiction ; and 
% by letters directed to other people, 
« I will cauſe all the roads to be 


blocked up, 


The CounTde POLAN.” 


£ You may eaſily conceive how all my 
©- faculties were diſordered by this bil- 
* let, I remained for ſome moments 
* without motion or power of ſpeech ; 
and even in the midf of this depreſ- 
© fon, perceiving what a fatal obſtruc- 
tion the death of Don Gaſpard would 
© be to my love, was ſeized with the 


© moſt violent — I threw myſelf 


* at the feet of Seraphina, and pre- 
* ſenting my naked ſword, ** Madam, 
* faid I, “ ſpare the Count de Polan 
„the trouble of finding out a man, 
* who might conceal himſelf from his 
« reſentment. Revenge your brother, 
** by acrificing his murderer with your 
„ own hand. Strike, Madam! and let 
* the ſword that deprived him of life, 
© become fatal to his unfortiinate ad- 


* The publick walk at Madrid, as the Park is at London. 


* : 


« vyerfary.” —* Sir,“ replied Seraphi- 
© na, affected with my behaviour, “1 
« loved Don Gaſpard ; therefore, al- 
* though you killed him honourably, 
« and he brought his misfortune u 
« himſelf, you may be aſſured I enter 
« into the reſentment of my father. 
„% Yes, Don Alphonſo! I am yourene- 
„mp, and will act againſt you every 
de thing that the ties of blood and 
« friendſhip can require: but I will 
© not take the advantage of your bad 
fortune, which has put you in my 
«© power. The ſame honour that arms 
« me againſt Po, hinders me from 
« taking a baſe revenge. The rights 
« of hoſpitality ought to be inviolable, 
« and therefore Iwill not repay the 
«« ſervice you have done me, with the 
% conduct of an aſſaſſin. Fly; then 1 
« elude, if you can, our purſuit, and 
© the rigour of the laws, and ſave 
« your life from the danger that 
« threatens it!“ 1 
% How, Madam!“ Treplied, “ when 
e — can revenge yourſelf, do you 
« leave it to the laws, which may per- 
© haps baulk your reſentment ? Ah ! 
e rather pierce the heart of a miſerable 
« wretch who does not deſerve your 


«© forbearance! No, Madam; do not 


«© honour me with ſuch oooh, and 
© generous eeding. You know 
whe Not who | pos * I paſs in 
« Madrid for the ſon of the Baron de 
« Skbinbach, I am no other than an 
« unfortunate foundling, whom he 
« has brought up out of pure com- 
« paſſion; I do not even know the 
« authors of my being.” —* No mat- 
« ter,” ſaid Seraphina; interrupting 
me with precipitation, as if my Ja 
words had given her new pain;, 
«© were you the loweſt of mankind, I 
« will do what honour preſcribes.” 
« Well, Madam,” faid I, ** fince the 
« death of a brother cannot provoke 
«« you to ſhed my blood, I will incenſe. 
„ you by a new crime; the audacity 
« of which, I hope, you will not ex- 
« cuſe.— I adore you.— I could not 
„ behold your charms without bein 
« dazzled with them; and, in ſpite 

te the obſcurity of my fate, had enter- 


< tained the hope of making you mine 


« for ever. I was ſo much in love, 
« or rather ſo vain, as to flatter myſelf 
„ that Heaven, which perhaps favours 


X « me 


% 


3.58 ADVENTURES 


« me by keeping my origin concealed, 
4 would. diſelole it to me one day, 
*£ when I ſhould be able to tell you my 
*< name without a bluſh. After this 
% confeſſion, which injures you ſo 
ve much, do you ill heſitate in pu- 
st niſhing me? —“ This raſh decla- 
t ration,” replied the lady, ©* would 
« doubtleſs otfend me at another time, 
% but I pardon it, in conſideration of 
« your preſent agitation : beſides, my 
te own anxiety will not permit me to 
ec attend to ſuch diſcourſe. Once 
„ more, Don Alphonſo, added the, 
* ſhedding ſome: tears, leave this 
* place ; fly from a houſe you have 
4% filled with forrew ;. for every mo- 
« ment you ſtay increaſes my afflic- 
< tion !''——<©* Madam, I will no longer 
« refiſt,” ſaid I, ring; I muſt ba- 
% niſh myſelf from you; but think 
4 not that, ftudious- of preſerving a- 
« life which is odious to you, I will. 
ge and ſeek an aſylum where I can 
© be ſecure, No, no! I devote my- 
« ſelf to your reſentment. 


«© poling myſelf to your purſuit, ad- 
« vance willingly toward the end of 
% my misfortunes.” . 

So ſaying, I withdrew: my horſe 
* was brou 
« paired to Toledo *, where I ſtaid a 
* whole week; and, truly, was at ſo 
© little pains to conceal myſelf, that I 
don't know how 1 eſcaped being ta- 
© ken; for I cannot believe that the 
4 Count de Polan, whoſe chief care 
s was to ſhut up all the paſſages againſt 
me, would imagine that I could not 
« paſs through Toledo, In fine, I 


« yeſter.lay left that city, where I ſeem- 
© ed to be tired of liberty; and with- 


< out keeping any certain road, am 
© come to this hermitage, like a man 
< who has nothing to — Vou ſee, 
« father, what engroſſes my thoughts, 
and Icrave the aſſiſtance of your ad- 


« vice,” K TIS; f 


: 


I will go- 
«© to Toledo; wait with impatience- 
« far the fate you decree; and, ex- 


t out for me, and I re-- 


OF GIL BLAS/ 
CHAP. XI. 
THE OLD HERMIT DISCOVERS HIM 
SELF, AND GIL BLAS PERCEIVES 


THAT HE IS AMONG HIS Ac. 
QUAINTANCE. ent ' 


LPHONSO having ended the 
melancholy narration of his naiſe 
fortunes, the old hermit ſaid to him, 
Son, you have been very im 
in ſtaying ſo long at Toledo. I look 
upon all you have recounted in a 
© light very different from that in 
© which you ſee it; and your paſſion 
© for Seraphina is, in my opinion, — 
© madneſs. Believe me, you mult for- 
get that young lady, who cannot poſ- 
© tibly be yours, Yield, ore, 
©. with: a good grace, to the obſtacley 
which ſeparate you from her; and 
follow your. deſtiny, which in all 
. likelihood will be productive of = 
© other adventures. You will, queſ- 
© tionleſs, find ſome other young lady, 
© who will make the ſame imprefhon 
upon your heart, and whoſe brother 
you have not lain.” | 
He was going to add a great many 
other things, in order to induce Don 
Alphonſo to. have patience, when he 
ſaw another hermit, loaded with a wal- 
let well Ruffed, enter the hermitage. 
He was come from the town of Cuenca, 
where. he had made a very ſucceſsful' 
gathering; ſeemed younger than bis 
companion, and wore a red buſhy 
beard, © Welcome, brother Avtonio,' 
ſaid the old anchorite-to him; © what 
* news from town ?'—— Bad enough,” 
anſwered the red-haired brother, put- 
ting a letter in his hand; that hillet 
* will inform you. The ſenior, hav- 
ing opened and read it with ſuitable 
attention, cried, God be praiſed! 
© ſince the plot is diſcovered, we muſt 


- © regulate our conduct accordingly. 


Let us change our ftyle,* added he. 
« Signior Don Alphonſo, you ſee 2 


Toledo is the capital of New Caſtile, and was anciently the royal ſeat of the Goths 


and Moors. 
two noble bridges. 


It ſtands on a ſteep craggy rock, encompaſſed by the 1 agus, over which are 
It is an archiepiſcopal ſee, and the revenue ſo confiderable, that the 


late Queen of Spain obtained it from the pope for one of her ſons, though a minor. Ihe 
lands for the repairs of the church, are ſaid to be of the annual value of 3c0,0c0 ducats, 
and for the dignitaries and canons 200,000 more. The archbiſhop is Great Chancellor of 
Caſti!:, has a dioceſe of 802 pariſhes, to which belong ſeventeen towns, befides a great 


many villages 5 


« man 
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„ man expoſed; like yourſelf, to the 
c. caprice-of fortune. Nen informed 
from Cuenca, which is a town about 
© a from this, that ſomebody 
has done me an ill office with juſtice; 
c all the agents of which are to ſet out 
t to-morrow for this hermitage; in or- 
det to ſecure my perſon; but they 
ſhanꝰ t find the hare in the gin. This 
c js not the firſt time that I have been 
in ſuch dilemmas. Thank God; I 
6 have almoſt always extricated myſelf 
in another ſhape! for ſuch as you 
t ſee me, I am neither an old man nor 
t hermit” + 

So ſaying, he ſtripped himſelf of a 
long robe-which he wore, and _ 


in a doublet of black ſerge with flaſhed 
fleeves, Then he pulled off his cap, 
untied a ſtring that ſupported his falſe 


beard, and all of a ſudden, aſſumed the 

of a man between twenty and 
thirty years of age. Brother Anthony, 
by his example, quitted his hermit's 
habit, rid himſelf of his red beard in 
the ſame manner as his companion had 
done, and took out of an old worm- 
eaten coffer a ſh ſhore caſſock, with 
which he cloathed himſelf. But you 
may gueſs my ſurprize, when, in the 
of the old anchorite,. I recol- 
| Signior Don Raphael; and in 
that of brother Anthony, my maſt dear 
and faithful valet, Ambroſe de La- 
mela. Good Gad I cried I, imme- 
diatelyz I find I am among my ac- 
6 — 2 — here. —“ True, — 
* Gil Blas, ſaid Raphael, ſmiling, 
you have found two of your friends 
© when you leaſt ex it, I con- 
© feſs, you have ſome reaſon to com- 
plain of us; but let us forget what 
© 1s paſt, and thank Heaven for our 
meeting again. Ambroſe and I make 
* a tender of our ſervices; and I can 


* tell you they are not to be deſpiſed. 


© You muſt not think us the worſt of 
* mankind ; we neither aſſault nor aſ- 
* ſaſſinate: we ſeek only to live at the 
© expence of our neighbours; and if 
© theft be a crime, neceſſity excuſes the 
* injuſtice. Aſſociate with us, and 
lead a rambling life, which is ex- 
* tremely agreeable, when conducted 
* with prudence; not but, with -all 
* our fagacity, the chain of ſecond 
© cauſes is ſometimes ſuch, that we 
* meet with unlucky adventures. What 
* then! we enjoy the good with the 
* better reliſh, on that very account. 


459 
„ 
« weather, and accuſtomed to the vi- 


© cifſitudes of fortune. 

© Signior Cavalier, added 
hermit, ſpeaking: to Don Alphonſe, 
we make the ſame propoſal to you; 
vrhich, conſidering your preſent ſitu: 
© ation, I think you ought nat to re- 
© jet; for, not to mention the affair 


© that obliges you to conceal. your 


© you mutt certainly be in want 
money. — . Yes, truly, ſaid Don 
Alphonſo; and that, I oon, in- 
* creaſes my chagrin,'— Well, then, 
replied Raphael, don't leave us; you 
cannot do better than to join your 
© fortune to ours : you ſhall want no- 
© thing; and we will baffle all the 
C — of your enemies. We know 
s almoſt every inch of Spain, havin 
© travelled over it j and are acquain 

© with the woods, mountains, and 
© every place p for an aſylum a- 
© gainſt the brutality of juſtice. Don 
Alphonſo thanked them for their good 
will, and being actually without mo- 


ne y or reſource, reſolved to bear them 


company. I came to the ſame deter - 
mination, becauſe I would not leave 
the young gentleman, for whom I felt 
a growing triendſhi | 


the falls 


4. 


a 


Having agreed ro go all together, we © 
w 


began to deliberate her we ſhout 
ſet out that inſtant, or firk-of all give 
ſame aſſaults to a full bottle of excel 
lent wine, which brother Anthony, the 
day before, had brought from Cuenca: 
but Raphael, as a man of the greateſt 
experience among us, repreſented 
that, before every thing elſe, we muſt 
think of our ſafety. He was of opi- 
nion, therefore, that we ſhould march 
all night, in order to gain a very 
thick wood between Villardeſa and 
Almodabar, in which we ſhould halt, 
and, being perfe&ly ſecure, ip-nd the 


day in taking our repoſe. This ad- 


vice being approved, the falſe her- 


mits made two bundles of their bag- 


and proviſions, and laid them 

in equilibrio, on Don Alphonſo's 
horſe, 
ition ; after which we quitted the 
rmitage, leaving as a prey to juſtice 
the two hermit-robes, with the white 
and red heards, two pallets, a table, a 
rotten cheſt, two old ſtraw - bottomed 


chairs, and the image of St. Pacomo. 
We walked all night, and began to 
feel ourſelyes very much fatigued, when 
7 


This was done with great ex- 


end of our journ 


160 

at day-break we ived the wood to 
— neg The fight of a 
port gives new vigour to ſailors tired 
with a long voyage. We according!y 
wok courage, and at laſt arrived at the 
ey before ſun-riſe. 
Penetrating into the thickeſt part of the 
wood, we topped at a very agreeable] 
upon 2 ſmall glade, ſurrounded with a 
good many tyll oaks; the branches of 
which meeting, formed an umbrageous 
arch, impervious to the heat of the day. 
Here we unbridled the horſe to let him 
Feed, (after we had unloaded him) and 
fitting down together, took out of bro- 


ther Anthony's wallet ſome large pieces 


of bread, with a good many ſlices of 
roaſted meat, and began to attack them 
as if far a wager. Nevertheleſs, in ſpite 
of our appetites, we often left off eat- 
ing to embrace the bottle, which inceſ- 
ſantly circulated, paſſing from the claſp 
of one into the embraces of another. 
Towards the end of the „Don 
Raphael ſaid to Don Alphonſo, * Sig- 
< mor” Cavalier, after the confidence 
4 =_ have honoured me with, it is 
© but juſt that I recount to you the 
© hiſtory of my life with the ſame ſin- 
© cerity.'—* It wil! give me great 
« pleature,” replied the young man. 
And me in particular, cried I; 
© for I have an. extreme curioſity to 
© hear your adventures, which are 
© doubtleſs well worth our attention.” 
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— That I'll anſwer for, replied Re. 
phael; © and I intend to commit them 
* to writing one day. That ſhall be 
© the amuſement of my old age; for I 
© am ſtill young, and would have the 
volume enlarged. Bur at preſent we 
© are fatigued. Let us refreſh our. 
© ſelves with a few hours of fleep : 
© while we three enjoy our reſt, Am- 
* broſe will watch againſt all ſurprize, 
© and then ſleep in his turn. Thou 
© I believe we are very ſafe in this 
© place, it is always to be upon 
© our guard. So ſaying, he ſtretehed 
himſelf upon the graſs, Don Alphonſo 
did the ſame, I followed their ex- 
ample, and Lamela ftood ſentry. 
Non Alphonſa, inſtead of taki 
ſome repoſe, kept himſelf awake wi 
reſlecting upon his misfortunes; and 
I could not cloſe an eye. As for Don 
Raphael, he ſoon fell aſleep ; but 2 
waking an hour after, and ſeeing us 
diſpoſed to liſten, he ſaid to Lamela, 
© Friend Ambroſe, thou mayeſt now 
© take a comfortable nap. No, no,“ 
replied Lamela; * I have no inclination 
© to ſleep; and though I am well ac- 
© quainted with all the paſſages of 
* your life, they are ſo inſtructive for 
c urn v1 of our profeſſion, that I thafl 
© be very well entertained in hearing 
© them, recounted once more. Don 
Raphael immediately began the hiſtory 
of his life in theſe term. 


} 
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HAP. I. 
THE HISTORY oy DON RAPHAEL, 


Am the ſon of an a&reſs 
© at Madrid, whoſe name 
* was Lucinda, famous 
* for her theatrical ta- 
© Jents, and ſtill more 
Le her gallantry. As for my father, 
© I cannot, without preſumption, aſ- 
© fume any one in particular, It is 
© true, I might tell what man of qua- 
* lity was in love with my mother 
* when I came into the world; but 
© that epocha would by no means be 
© a convincing proof of his being the 
© author of my birth. A woman of 
© my mother's. profeſſion is ſo little 
© to be truſted, that even while ſhe 
© ap the moſt attached to one 
© nobleman, ſhe almoſt always ſub- 
© ſtitutes in his place ſome other per- 
© ſon for his money. 
There is nothing like putting one's 
© {elf above ſcandal: Lucinda, inſtead 
© of bringing me up in obſcurity at 
© her own houſe, took me by the hand, 
without ceremony, and carried me 


hy 


© to the theatre in a. very honourable 
© manner, without giving herſelf any 
© trouble about the diſcourſe that paſſed 
© at her expence, or the malicious 
© ſneers that the ſight of me never 
© failed to excite. , a word, I was 


. © her darling, and careſſed by all the 


© men that viſited her, ſo much, that 
© it looked as if Nature pleaded with 
© them in my behalf. 


© I was allowed to paſs the twelve 


- © firſt yo of my life in all forts of 


© frivo 


s amuſements : ſcarce was IL 
© taught to read and write; and ſtill 


* © leſs pains were taken to initiate me 


© in the principles of my religion; I 
© learned only to dance, fing, and play 
on the guittar. This was all Icould 
© do, when the Marquis de Leganes 
© aſked me as a companion. to his only 
© ſon, who was pretty much of my | 
© age. Lucinda willingly complied 
* with his requelt, and it was then I 
© began to think ſeriouſly. - Young 


© Leganez was not farther advanced 
© than I: that little nobleman did not 
© ſeem qualified by Nature for the 
© ſciences. He hardly knew one letter 
of his alphabet, although he had been 
© under the inftrution of a 7 
: : « fifieon 


162 ADVENTURES 
« Steen months. Mis other maſters 


« ſucceeded. no better: he exhauſted 


© their patience. They were not, in- 
« &&ed, permitted to uſe rigour; but 
expreſsly ordered toinitruct, without 
tormenting him; and that order, 
joined to his natural dulneſs, ren- 
dered all their leſſons of little or no 
effect. 5 
But the preceptor invented an ex- 
cellent expedient to intimidate the 
oung nobleman, without contra- 
difting his father's order: be reſolved 
to flog me when his 2 deſerved 
puniſhment ; and he did not fail to 
put his reſolution in practice. Not 
reliſhing this expedient, I ran away, 


ſuch unjuſt treatment: but, in ſpite 
of all her tenderneſs for me, ſhe had 
ſtrength enough to reſiſt my tears, 
and. conſidering that it was a great 
advantage for her fon to live with 
the Marquis de Leganez, ſent me 
back immediately. I was now a- 
bandoned to the preceptor; who, 
perceiving that bis invention had 
produced a good effect, continued 
to flog me til}, inſtead of the young 
nobleman ; and, in order to make 
the deeper impreſſion upon him, diſ- 
ciplined me with great ſeverity. I 
was ſure to pay, every day, for 
young Leganez ; and I may venture 
to A , that he did not learn one 
letter of his alphabet, which did not 
coſt me an hundred laſhes. Judge 
you what his rudiments ſtood me in. 
The birch was not the only diſ- 
agreeable thing I ſuffered in this 
houſe : as every body knew me, the 
meaneſt ſervant, even the ſcullions, 
reproached me with my birth. This 
diſguſted me ſo muck, that I ran 
away one day, after having found 
means to ſeize the preceptor's whole 
Rock of ready-money, which might 
amount to an hundred and fifty du- 
cats. Such was the vengeance I 
took for the ſtripes he had ſo unjuſt- 
ly beſtowed upon me. I performed 
this flight of hand with admirable 
dexterity, though it was my firſt 
* effay; and having had the addreſs 
to baffle the ſearch that was made for 
me during two days, left Madrid, 
© and repaired to Toledo, without be- 
© ing purſued, - | 

I was then juſt going into my 
* fifteenth year, What 2 pleaſure it 


—— 
+ — 
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and complained to my mother of 
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' n 
was to be independent at that a 
and entirely maſter of my a0Þ 
actions] I ſoon contracted acquain- 
tance with young people, who poliſh» 
ed me up, and affiſted me to ſpend 
my ducats: I affociated with knights 
of the poſt, who cultivated my ha 
py diſpoſition ſo well, that in a little 
time I became one of the moſt dex- 
terous of the order. At the end of 
five years, being ſeized with an in- 
clination to Il, I quiĩtted my 
confederates, and beginning my pe- 
regrinations by Eſtremadura, went 
as far as Alcantara: but before I 
reached that place, finding an op- 
portunity of exerting my talents, I 
did not let it eſcapes. Being afoot, 
and moreover loaded with a pretty 
heavy knapſack, I frequently halted 
to repoſe myſelf — the trees, 
that offered me their ſnade, at a little 
diſtance from the highway. In one 
of thoſe reiting - places I found two 
lads very well dreſſed, talking mer- 
rily on the graſs, while they enjqy- 
ed the coolneſs of the ſhade. 1 he 
luted them very courteouſly, and en- 
tered into converſation with them, 
at which they did not ſeem diſpleaſed. 
The eldeſt was not more than fifteen, 
and they ſeemed both to be extreme- 
C «yh * Signior Cavalier, faid 
© the youngeſt to me, © we are ſons 
* of two rich citizens of Placentia, 
« who longing extremely ta ſee the 
„kingdom of Portugal, in order to 
« fatisfy our curioſity, bave taken an 
* hundred piſtoles each from our pa- 
© rents; and as we travel a-foat, hope 
« to go a great way with that ſum. 
What is your opinion of the mat- 
„ ter?“ If 1 had fo much,” I 
© replied, ** God knows where I 
66 fould go: I would viſit the four 
4% corners of the world. What the 
« devil! two hundred piftoles! it is 
« an immefiſe ſum, lf ou'll never 
« ſee the end of it. If it be agreeable 
« to you, gentlemen,” added I, 1 
« ſhall have the honour of accompa- 
« nying you as far as the city of Al- 
where I am going to take 
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4c meria, 
- poſfeſRon of the eftate of an uncle, 


« who has been ſettled in that place 
«© twenty years, or thereabouts.”” . 
The young citiz&ns aſſured. me 
© they would be glad of my company. 
« Whereupon, having reſted ourſelves 
* a little, we fet forwards, al! _ 


« ber, towards Alcanian, where we 
: ha A r bac night, 
and wen te 38 inn. 
We aſted far à room, and were 
« ſhewn/ inte one, where there was a 
« preſs with a key an it. Haying be- 
£ ſpoke ſupper, Ip ig my coms 
« rades. that we go and ſee the 
« tows While: it was getting ready. 
© They . accepted the | propolal; we 
« locked our knaplacks in, the preſs, 
« the key of which one of the citizens 
« put in his packet; and going out of 
« the inn, went to view the churches. 
« While we were jn the cathedzal, I 
c pretended, lot 2 ſudden, bs have 
(an affair of canſequence+ in hand, 
and faid to my ys yr: Gen- 
« tlemen, I haye juſt recolleRed that 
a perſon of Toledo deſired me to de- 
« liver a ſhort meſſage ta z merchant 
« who liyes near this church. F 
«© wait for me here, and Ell be back 
« in an inſtant,” 89 ſaying, I left 
them, ran to the inn, flew te the 
« pred, 11 the — and rym- 
c the knaplacks un 
© cits, 4 their "iſtoles, NS 
* children | I did not leave them ſo 
much as one to pay far their pight's 
lodging. I carried all off, quitted 
© the town as faſt as poſſible, and took 
* the road to Merida, without giving 
2 any farther concern about 
m. ; 
That adyenture put me in a con- 
© dition to travel agreeably : thaugh I 
© was young, I found myſelf capable 
of conducting myſelf with prudences 
* and I may ſay, I was pretty old 
« conſidering my years. ving re- 
* ſolved to buy a mule, I put my re- 
* ſolution in practice at the next vil- 
© lage, I even converted my knap- 
* (ack into a portmanteau, and began 
to aſſyme à little more of the man of 
* conſequence.  Qn the third day, I 
met a man. ſinging veſpers as loud as 
* he could roar, on the gen 
* Judging by his. appearance, that 
- Was a r 1 8 _ with 
cgurage. Signior Batchelor, you 
© ſing purely; your heart goes with 
«« your: profeſhon, I ſee “ Sir,“ 
* auſwered he, I am a changes, at 
your ſervice; and amuſe myſelf 
% with clearing my pipes, as you 
c hea.” : 
* In this manner we entered into 
* convanlation, and. I perceived: that 
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* I had iato company with a 
molt 2 and agrees 
four or five and twenty years 
As he travelled on foot, I 
made my mule walk lowly, that I 
might have the pleaſure of converſing 
with him; and, among other things; 
{ iſcourſe turned on Toledo. 
* I know that city perfectly well,“ 
* ſaid the chanter; © having lived a 
20 while in it, and I believe have 
© {ome friends there.” —“ In what 
% place,” anſwered I, N 
* him, „ did you live at Toledo? 
He replied, *f In the New Street. I 
„% lived with Don Vincent de Buena 
* Garra, Don Matthias de Cordel, 
and two or three more gentlemen of 
% honour: we lodged, ate, and paſſ- 
** ed our time agreeably together. 


SS % Sa a SN 
* 


] 


© Theſe words ſurprized me; for it 


* mult be obſerved, that thoſe gentle» 
© men, - whoſe names he mentioned, 
* were the very ſhat x 
had kept company at Toledo. Sig · 


% niar Chanter, cried I, (t thoſe gen- 


» whom you have named, are 


«c 
* of my acquaintance, and I lived 
“ with them in the New Street.” '—— 


< I underſtand you, he replied, 
« (miling; * that is to ſay, you. are 
“entered into the company fince Llefe 
it three years. ago.” I have,“ 
* faid I, “ quitted theſe tlemen, 
© becauſe I was ſeized with an incli- 
% nation to travel. I intend to make 
cc the toys 
« 1 improve experience. 
„% Without . replied, © one 
% muſt travel. before he can have a 
„ finiſhed education; it was for this 


„ reaſon that I left Toledo, where 1 


lived very agreeably. I thank Hea- 
„ ven,” added he, „ for having met, 
«© when I leaſt expected it, a knight of 
„% my own order! Let us join, travel 
together, make attempts on gur 
„ neighbours purſe, and lay held of 
<«« evesy occaſion that preſents itfelf of 
„ exerting our {k11l,” | 
Ne made this propoſal fo frankly, 
5 and with ſuch a good grace, that I 
« acceptedit. He won my confidence 
* all of a ſudden, in beſftowing his up» 
© on me, and we unboſomed ourſelves 
to one another. Irecounted my hiſs 


« tory to him, and he made no myſtery , 
5 of his adventures to me; REIT | 
ben 


© know chat he was juſt come from 


ee, whenge ng unſuaceefl ck 


fellow; 


with whom 1 
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had obliged him to eſcape with pre- 
*- cipitation, in the dreſs he now-wore. 
* After he had communicated to me 
* his whole affairs, we reſolved to go 
© to Merida t er, in order to try 
our fortune, by ſtriking ſome lncky, 
ſtroke, if poſſible ;- and then, imme- 
diately decamping, to remove elſe- 
where. From that moment our ſtock 
became common betwixt us ; indeed, 
Morales (fo my companion was call- 
ed) was not in a very brilliant ſitu- 
ation. His whole fortune confifted of 
five or fix ducats, with ſome bag- 
that he carried in a wallet ; but 
if I was richer than he in ready-mo- 
ney, he, on the other hand, was 
more conſummate than I in the art of 
deceiving mankind. | | 
We mounted my mule by turns, 
and in this manner arriving at Me- 
rida, haltedat an inn of the ſuburbs, 
where my comrade took out of his 
wallet a dreſs, in which he was no 
ſooner cloathed, than he went to take 
a turn through the town, recon- 
noitre the ground, and look for an 
opportunity of going to work. We 
conſidered every object that preſent- 
ed itſelf with great attention; and, 
as Homer — ſaid, reſembled 
two kites that caſt their eyes abroad 
to look for birds on which to prey. 
In ſhort, we waited, in hopes that 
chance would afford an occaſion on 
which we might employ our induſ- 
try, when we perceived in the ftreet 
an old |» mg gentleman fight- 
ing againft three men, who puſhed 
hard at him. I was ſhocked at the 
inequality of the combat; and, as [ 
am naturally a tilter, flew to the 
aſſiſtance of the old man: Moralez 
© following my example, we attacked 
© the gentleman's three enemies, and 
© obliged them to ſeek their ſafety in 
© flight. © 
20> The ſenior was mighty thankful. 
« We are very glad,” ſaid I to him, 
t that we happened to be here ſo ſea- 
« ſonably, to give you affiftance : but 
let us know, at leaſt, who we have 
* had the good fortune to ſerve; and 
% pray tell us, for what reaſon thoſe 
„ three men would have aſſaſſinated 
« oo eng Gentlemen,” he replied, 
ve ] am too much — to refuſe 
% the ſatis faction you deſire. My name 
«« 4s Jerome de Moyadas, and I live on 
* my fortune in this city ʒ one of thoſt 


ee «@ =» = 14 
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« aſſaſſins, from whom yon have de- 
& livered me, made love to my dangh- 
© ter; aſked Her of me in marri 
* ſome days ago; and as he could not 
% obtain my conſent, attacked me, 
« ſword in hand, in order to be re. 
% venged.” —* And may one aſk,” I 
* replied, © your reaſon for refuſing 
% your conſent to that gentleman ? 
— * I will tell you,” faid he: 1 had 
* brother, a merchant in this city, 
«© whoſe name was. Auguſtin; two 
„ months ago he was at Calatraya, 
« and lod at the houſe of Juan 
© Velez de Menbrilla, his correſpon- 
«© dent, with whom he was ſo inti- 
« mate, that, in order to ſtrengthen 
« their friendſhip ſtil] more, he pro- 
&© miſed my only daughter Florentina 
« in marriage to his ſon, not doubt- 
© ing that he had credit enough with 
« me to perform his promiſe. Accord- 
« ingly, my brother, upon his return 
c to Merida, no ſooner mentioned the 
«& affair, than I, out of love to him, 
« conſented to the marriage. He then 
« ſent Florentina's picture to Cala- 
& trava; but, alas! had not the fa- 
« tisfation of finiſhing the work, for 
he died three weeks ago; conjurin 
« me, on his death-bed, to diſpoſe o 
« my daughter to none but his corre- , 
«© fpondent's fon. This I promiſed ; 
« and; on this account, ſed Flo- 
c rentina to the gentleman who aſſault- 
ec ed me, although he is a very advan- 
« tageous match. Tam a ſlave to my 
C word, and every moment the 
% ſon of Juan Velez de Menbrijla, on 
c whom I will beſtow my daughter in 
«© marriage, though I never ſaw either 
4 him or his father. I beg pardon,” 
continued Jerome de Moyadas, ** for 
* troubling you with this relation; 
% but you yourſelf exacted it of me.” 
© I liſtened to him with great atten- 
© tion, and reſolving upon a trick that 
© ſtruck me in the head of a' ſudden, 
© affeted great aſtoniſhment, lifted up 
© my eyes to heaven, and turning to- 
« wards the old man, faid, in a pathe- 
© tick tone, „Ah, Signior Moyadas ! 
C js it poſſible, that on my firſt arrival 


« at Merida, I ſhould be fo happy a8 


« to ſave the life of my father-in-law!” 
© The old citizen- was ſtrangely ſur- 
« prized at theſe words, as well as 
C war flag who ſhewed by his coun · 
* tenance, what a great rogue he took 
© me tobe, „ What do I hear?“ re. 

$ plied 
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e plied the ſenior. How I are you 
« the ſon of my brother's correſpon- 
« dent?” - Yes, Signior Jerome de 
% Moyadas,” anſwered I, with an au- 
« dacious countenance, while I threw 
my arms about his neck; I am that 
% happy mortal, for whom the adora- 
« ble Florentina is deſtined. But be- 


« fore I expreſs joy in entering 
/ Allow — © talked of the pretended rob 


mily, allow me to 


« into your 


« into your boſom the tears which the 


« remembrance of your brother Au- 
« guſtin rene I ſhould be the moſt 
« yngrateful of all mankind, if I was 
4% not ſenſibl touched with the death 
« of a perſon to whom I owe all the 
« happineſs of my life!“ 'So faying, 
I again embraced honeſt Jerome, and 
© covered wy eyes with my hand, on 
C of wiping away my tears. 
0 wha, in a — m 
«© ceived the adva we might rea 
from a trick of this kind, did not 
« fail to ſecond the impoſture, and 
« g for my valet, even t me 
in the ſorrow I had manif for 
© the death of Signior Auguſtin. ( Sig- 
% nior- Jerome, cried he, What a 
« loſs you have ſuffered in your bro- 
« ther's death! he was ſuc honeſt 
« man? the very phcenix of commerce 
« diſintereſted merchant z a merchant 
« of integrity ; there are few of his 
« fellows ta be met with! 

© We had to do-with a ſimple and 
© credulous man, who, fo far from 
« ſuſpeing the cheat, was himſelf an 
aſſiſtant in it. And Why, ſaid 
© he, * did not come ſtraight to 
«© my houſe ? you- ſhould not have 
q gone to lodge at an inn. Con- 
fidering the terms on which we are, 
« no ceremony ought to have been ob- 
« ſerved.” Sir, anſwered Mora- 
lex, taking — — him to ſpeak for 
©. me, « my is, I grant you, 2 
« little ceremonious ; not but that he 
« 1s-excuſable in ſome ſhape, in be- 
„ing unwilling to appear before you 
a — bis — Lenneren z for we have 
been robbed in our journey hither, 
„ and loſt- all our baggage.— The 
young man, aid 1, interrupting 
him, *© tells nothing but the 
truth, Signior de Moyadas. This 
mis fortune did not permit me to come 
fo + houſe : I durſt not preſent 
„% myſelf, in this garb, before the 
eyes of a miſtreſs who has not as yet 
ſeen me; and, for that reaſon, I 
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i waited the return of a yalet whom L 
% have ſent to Calatrava.” — This 
„accident, replied the old man, 
% ought not to have hindered you- 
* from coming to ſtay at my houſe, 
« where I intend you. ſhall immedi- 
« ately take up your lodging. 
* So ſaying, carried me home- 
« with him; and, by the way, we 
that- 
© I had ſuffered ; when I aſſured him, 
© that what gave me the greateſt con- 
© cern, was my having loſt, wich my 
© baggage, the picture of Florentina. 
Whereu the citizen - obſerved, 
© with a ſmile, that I might conſole 
© myſelf for that loſs the more eaſily, 
© as the original was better than £« 
copy. In effect, as ſoon as we came 
c 
« 
4 


to his houſe, he called his daughter, 

who was not above ſixteen years of 

age, and might have been counted 
© an accompliſhed young lady; ſayin 
© to me, « You lee the object which 
© my late brother iſed to you. 
— Ah, Siguior, .cried I, with + 
© paſſionate air, you have no occa- 
© ſion to tell me that this is the ami 
« able Florentina | theſe charming 
« features are engraved. on my me- 
x; „and fill more upon my heart. 
« If the picture which 1. loſt, and 
« which was only. a flight ſketeh of 
« ſuch perfection, could inflame me 
« with the moſt ardent paſſion, judge 
« how I muſt be tranſported at this 
© moment !”—* You flatter me too 
«© much, ſaid Florentinaz' for Þ © 
«© am not vain enough to imagine that 
« my 1 juſtify your diſ- 
„ courſe. —“ Go on with your com 
« pliments, ſaid the father. At the 
0 — time, he left me alone with his 
daughter; and taking Moralez a- 
« fide, *f Friend,” ſaid he to him, you 
«© have loſt all your baggage, then; 
« and, without doubt, your money 
4 100,” —** Yes, Sir,“ anſwered my 
© comrade, a great number of ban- 
« ditti poured upon us, near Caſtel 
„ Blazo, and left us nothing but the 
% cloaths on our backs; but we ſhall, 
{© in a very ſhort time, receive bills ob 
% exchange, which will ſet all thiag- 
« to rights again. 

4% But until thoſe bills arrive, re- 
© plied the old man, taking a purſe out 
© of his pocket, here are an hundred 
« piſtoles at your ſervice.” % O, 
« Sir!” ſaid 9 « my maſter 

2 


% would 
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© would not accept them for the world. 
& I find you don't know him. Zooks ! 
«4 he is 4 man of on 
« theſe occaſions. He is none of thoſe 
% faſhionable gſters who are apt 
« to take — body. He 
« does not love to be in debt, and 
6 would rather beg his bread than 
6s borrow one farthing.” , So much 
t the better, ſaid the honeft citizen ; 
e 1 efteem him the more on that ac- 
<«. count. I catmot bear to ſee young 
cc men contract debts: I it, in- 
% deed, in e of qualmy, becauſe 
44 jt is 2 privilege they have poſſeſſed 
. a long time. I won't,” contin 
« he, „front thy maſter; and fince- 
< | will only give him pain to offer 


him money, we muſt ſay no more 
« gbovt it. Via theſe words, he was 
4 < going to put the purſe in his pocket 


< again; but my com n held his 
© hand, ſaying, Hold, Signior Moy- 
48 adzs, whatever averſion my maſter 
pi ard „IL don't deſpair of 
iliag u im to accept your- 
undred piftoles. It is only — 5 
44 © — he is hy of 
e he is not fo ceremonious with 1 
« own family : he "x even demand 
2 of his father, with a grace, 
— eap/er money he has — for. 
oung gentleman, you per- 
* 4 ows how — 2 per- 
et ſons, and ought to you, 
« Sir, as a ſecond father. <3: 
„Morales, by ſuch diſcourſe, ſe- 
© cured the purſe of the old man, who 
© came and rejoined us; and finding 
© his daughter and me engaged in mu- 
< tual compliments, interru our 
© converſation, by telling Floren tina 
the obligation he lay under to me; 
4 ard, on that ſcore, made me 
« feifions which convinced me of his 
« gratitude, I laid hold of ſuch a fa- 
6. yourable diſpoſition, and told the ci- 
6 tizen, that the moſt ſenſible mark 
© of acknowledgment he could ſhew, 
< would be to haſten my marriage with 
< his daughter; Te yielded, with 2 
1 good grace, to my impatience; aſ- 
© ſuring that in three days, at 
4 — 1 ſhould be Florentina's 
* huſband; and, that inſtead of fr 
© thouſand 'ducars, which he had prv- 
* miſed for her — — wn 
me ten, as * s being deep- 
71 — the ſervice I had 


on 
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checked by fear: we were appreben 

© five; that in leſs than three days the 
© trac ſon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla 
« would arrive, and * our good 


fortune. 
© This feat was no means ill 
neut day, 4 


founded: for the 
© kind of peaſant, loaded with u port- 


ned* © manteau, came to the houſe of Plo- 


< rentina's father, en I was not at 
home, though my comrade was pre- 
© ſent. « Sir!” — wo the 
old man, I bejong to 2 young gen- 
© tleman of Calatrava, called Signior 
* de — —— 
«« ſon-in-law. are juſt poop 
« and. be wilt be here — 2 
66 5 to give you — 
„% his approac — 
6 —— — bis caſter 
© ed; A circumflance that ſurptired the 
© old man very much, ene. 
©: ed Moralez a little. 
Pedro, who was =: very 
ng fellow, addreſſed himielf to 
orentina's father ; but the honeſt 
« citizen did not give him time to fi. 
© niſh his diſcourſe, and to 
Ki — alked the 
al Then Moralet, who 
1 ſecond. to no man on eurth in 
« impudence;” aſſumed an air of aſſu - 
© rance; and ſaid to the old man, Sir, 
<6 theſe two men belong to the troop of 
t thieves who robbed us on the high- 
ay: I collect them both very 
<4 Well, fly kim ho bas the 
6 audacity to call himſeif the ſon of 
6 Signior Juan Velez de la Menbril- 
„ ja“ Fhe old citisen believed Mo- 
ralea; and, perſuaded that the firan- 
gers were cheats, ſaid tu them, « Gen · 
« tlemen, you "come too late; 
„ ſcheme is prevented :. Pedro de la 
„ Menbrilia has been in my houſe 
« ſince yeſterday.. “ Take care of 
« what you ſay;” anſweretthe young 
man of Calatravay & you have gt 
an impoſtor in your famity z for 
% muſt know that Juan Velea de 
« brilla has no other ſbᷣn than — 
„ I know better,” replied the old man; 


W 
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„ feffion : dent reeollect this 
4% youtig man; and remember his ma- 
« ſter, hem you robbed'?* — If I 
« was not in houſe, ſaid 
« 1 would puniſh the infolence of that 
4% cheat, whe has the prefumption to 
% call me a robber. t him thank 


« the ſubject of the marriage. 
« you betiers it, when you ſee the 
« wi of Florentina, which he ſent” 
<< to me ſome time before his d⁹t 

No,“ faid the old citizen; inter- 
© rupting him; neither the picture 
„% nor the letters will convince me: 
« I know very well in what manner 
« they fell into your hands; and I 
« advife you as x friend, to beqgone 
from Merida as foor-az you can.” 
This is too much,” cried the 
„young gentleman, is his turn; I 
4 will not ſuffer my name to be ſto- 
« len with impunity, ' nor- myſelf to 
4 be treated like a” Ri an, I 
% know ſome people in this place, 
4 whory. I wilt find; and return to 
© confound the impoſtor that has pre- 
« judiced you agamit me.” 80 fay- 
4 ing, he retived with his valet, and 
Morales remajhed mafter of the field: 
©; nay; this ture made Jerome de 
© Moyadas tefolve to have the mar- 
© riage celebrated that very day, and 
© he went out inſtantly, to give the 
. neceſſaty orders for the oerafion, = 

Though ny comrade was very 
© well to ſee Florthtina's fa- 
ther in @ diſpoſition fo favourable 
© for us; he was far from being per- 
© teftly at taſe fearing the conſe- 
5: quence of the meaſures which he 
© contluded' Pedro. would certainly 
© take, he waited for me with impa- 
© tiente; to communicate what had 
„happened. Finding him, at my re- 


turn, phinged in a-profound reverie, 
* What is the matter, friend?” faid I; 
chou ſeemeſt in a brown ſtudy,” He 


6 replied; «If I am; it is not without 
* reiſon :”* and informed me of the 
* whole affair; adding, Thou ſtefk 
& what cauſe I have to muſe, It way 
© thou alone, who raſhly threw us in- 


te this dilechntay Ip was a ſhining 


C 
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* thterprize, I own, and would have 
«© efowned thee with Hud it ſuc- 
«4 ceded: but, in a ce, it 
« will end ill; and it is my advice, 
«« that, in order to pi erpfana- 
„% tions, we immediately Vettke ohr- 
4 ſelves to our heels, with the father 
« which we have plucked froth the 
4 Honeſt man's Wing. _ 
* Mr. Morales, infeered I th this 


6 , «© you yield to difficeties, 
| H. very ſoon ; arid don't 8 2 
e great deal of honour to Don 


t- 
« thias de Cordel, and the other ca- 


valiers with whom you lived # To- 


« Jeds : one who has Rrved Bis ip- 
prentieeſhip undef fuctiuble maſters, 
© ought not to be cakly afarmed. 

„ for me, who intend to walk in the 


6 of theſe heroes, and prove y- 
4 ſelf a worthy pupil, I will bear up 
« againſt the -le that ferrifies you, 


* * A effort to fur - 
mount it. — 1 accompl I 
« that,” £ald cy companion 24 
a aus nies 3 
40 detesck. 
* 1 had done ſpeak- 
ng, Jerome de Moyadas cbching in, 
© faid to me, « You Mall be my fon. 
« in-law this very evening: your fer- 
« yanr, I ſuppoſe, has told Fou wha 
« h . What do yoh n o 
« the inipuderice of the rogue, wh 
« wovld have made me believe that 
«© was the ſon of my brotfitr's corre. 
4 ſpondent? 1 Signior, #nfevtre: 
© I; in a melancholy tone, and wit 
the moſt ingenvous air T could off : 
„ fd Tam not qualified TIN 


« i deceit, I muſt ffneerelf ot, 
am not the ſon of Juan Pele 

„% Menbrilla. “ What do 1 hear? 
© efied the old man, interrupting me 
« with equal precipitation aid far- 
„prize : How! you Hot' the yoting 
% man to whom my brother 
« Pray, Sir,” ſaid I, interruptitig him 
in my turn, © be {6 fbod as to 
me to an end, I have loyal your 
daughter theſe eight days, düring 
*« which my paſſion has detained me 
« at Merida; and yeſterday, after 
% having come to your Hliſtinte, I w 
about to 2 her 9 4 1 
e wheh 5 opp mouth, 

i e tat do? had auch that ſhi 
4% Wits deſtined for another, You t6l 
«© me that your brother, in his laſt mo- 
« mente, conjured you ts beſtow her 


++ ppon 
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c upon — de la — that 
% you promiſed to comply with his re - 
« queſt ; and, in — —— you was. 
« a flave to your word. This infor- 
cc mation, I confeſs, overwhelmed me; 
% and my love, reduced to deſpair, in- 
<< ſpired me with the ſtratagem I put 
<< in practice. I muſt tell you, how- 
ever, that I fecretly upbraided my-- 
« ſelf with the trick I had put upon 
« you ;'but I flattered myſelf that you 
« would forgive it, when I ſhould have 
« diſcovered. it, and convinced you 
«© that I am an Italian Prince, who 
46 travel incognito; and that my fa- 
4c ther is ſovereigu of certain vallies 
44 fituated between the Swiſs, the Mi- 
4 }aneſe, and Savoy. I imagined that 
«you would be agreeably ſurprized, 
«© when I ſhould have revealed my 
« birth; and I felt all che pleaſure of 
<< a delicate and paſſionate huſband, in 
ic the hope of declaring it to Floren- 
« tina after our marriage. Heaven, 
© added I, changing my tone, would 
« not. indulge. me in fo much joy! 
1 Pedro de fa Menbrilla appears, and 
.I muſt reſtore him his name, how 
much ſever the reſtitution will coſt 
me.. You are engaged, by your 
« miſe, to chuſe him for a ſon · in- 
« law z and it is your duty to prefer 
% him to me, without regard to my 
< rank, or compaſſion for the cruel 
4% ſituation to which you are going to 
reduce me. Iwill not pretend to 
4% repreſent, that your brother was on- 
& 1y the uncle of your daughter, and 
44 has you being ber father, it is more 
« juſt to acguit yourſelf of the obliga- 
4 tjon you owe me; than to make it a 
* point of honour to keep a promiſe 
% which is but ſlightly binding. 
„ Yes, doubtleſs, it is ſo! cri 

© Jerome de Moyadas ; « therefdre I 
W do not intend to heſitate between 
you and, Don Pedro de Menbrilla. 
If my brother Auguſtin was. till 
* alive, he would not blame me for 
giving the preference to a man who 
4% ſaved my life; and who is, more- 
« over, à prince, who does not diſ- 
4% dain to aſk my alliance. I mult be 
« an enemy to my own happineſs, and 
te entirely deprived of my underſtand- 
ing, it I did not give you my daugh- 
«ter, and even preſs the celebration 
of the marriage. —“ But, Signior, 
* 1 replied, do nothing impetuouſly; 
© conſult; your intereif only; and, 
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« notwĩt ing the nobility of my 
© blood „ Sure you: jet!” faid 

© he, interrupting me; 5. ouwht. I to 
% heſitate . one moment o, my 
Prince, I moſt humbly beſeech yo 


© to honour the happy Florentina 
„ with your hand this even- 
« ing.” — “ Well,” ſaid I, 4 be it ſo; 
go carry the news yqurſelf, and in- 
« form her of her. glorious fate 

« While the boneſt citizen flew ea - 
c gerly to tell his daughter that ſhe had 
made the conqueſt of a prince, Mo- 
© ralez, who had heard the whole con- 
« yerſation, threw himſelf on his knees 
© before me, ſaying,  ** — 
<« the Italian prince, ſon of a foye-' 
« reign of the vallies ſituated between 
ce the Swiſs, Milaneſe, and, Savoy, 
46 — me leave to Po the feet 
1 ur highneſs, and teſtify the ex 
4 —— joy 1 feel ! Upon the faith 
« ofa knave, I look upon you as a 
* igy! I thought m the firſt 
* man in the world, but truly I ſtrike 
% to you, although you hare leſs ex- 
„ perience than L"-—*< What! you 
© are no longer uneaſy, I hope; d 
© I to him. 0 not at all!“ an- 
© ſwered he; ** am no longer afraid 
« of Signior Pedro; let him come a-' 
gain as ſoon as he pleaſes. Mo- 
© ralez and I being now firm in the 
* ftirrups, began to regulate the cbufſe 
© we ſhould take with the dowry. ; on 
«< which we depended ſo much, that 
© we could not have thought ourſeives' 
more ſecure of it, had it been already 
in ous eis. We had not, as yet, 
8 = 1. ber all that; and ry. wg 
« {trophe of the adventure did not an- 
© ſwer our expetation.? -. on 

© In a little time the young man of 
© Calatrava returned, accompanied by 
© two citizens and an alguazil; as for- 
© midable on account of his whiſkers 
© and ſwarthy complexion; as of his 
employment. Flurentina's | father 
© being preſent, “ Signior de Moya- 
% das, faid Pedro to him, I have 
6 brought hither three creditable peo- 
„ple, who know me, and can tell 
% you 'who I am.” ““ Ves, fore,” 
«© cried the alguazil, “I can tell you 3 
« and I certify to all whom it may 
« concern, that I know you. Your 
« name is Pedro, and you are the only 
« fon of Juan Velez de la Menbrilla: 
« whoever maintains the contrary is 
« an impoſtor,” #4 I believe 
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1% Mr. Alguatil, “ faid the honeſt man 
« Jerome de Moyadas; your evi- 


«« dence is ſacred with me, as well as 
« that of the gentlemen merchants 
«« who are along with you. I am 
4 fully convinced that the young ca- 
« yalier, who conducted you hither, is 
« the only ſon of my brother's corre- 
«© ſpondent : but that does not ſignify, 
« J am no longer in the mind to give 
« him my daughter.” 
& Oho! that's another affair, ſaid 
< the alguazil; „I came hither only 
«to are you, that I know this young 
« man, You are maſter of your child, 
« and nobody can compel you to part 
« with her againſt . 
* Nor do { intend,» ſaid Pedro, in- 
terrupting him, to offer violence 
« to the inclination of Signior de 
«« Moyadas; but he will give me leave 
« to alk why he has changed his ſen- 
« timents, or if he has any cauſe to 
< complain of me? Let me be aſſured, 
at leaft, that I have not loſt the ſweet 
« hope of being his ſon-in-law by my 
„ own miſbehaviour.”-— I have no 
<« cauſe to complain of you, replied 
© the old man; and will even own, 
5 that it is with t I ſee myſel 
« under a neceſſity of breaking my 
« word, for which I conjure you to 
© forgive me. I am perſuaded, that 
«© you are too generous to take it a- 
«© miſs, that I prefer to you a rival 
« who has ſaved my life. Here he 
« is,“ purſued he, ſhewing me to the 
company; this is the perſon who 
c reſcued me from the moſt imminent 
4% danger; and that my excuſe may 
have ſtill more force, I muſt inform 
«+ you he is no leſs than an Italian 
„prince. 

At theſe laſt words, Pedro became 
© mute and confounded ; the two mer- 


* chants ftared with the utmoſt ſur- 


prize; but the alguazil, accuſtomed 
* to look upon the worſt fide of every 
© thing, ſuſpeRed this wonderful ad- 
* venture to be a trick that might turn 
© out to his advantage: he eyed me 
very attentively, and his good-will 
* being baffled by my features, which 
© were utterly unknown to him, he 
* examined my comrade with the ſame 
* attention, Unluckily for my high- 
© nels, he recollected Moralez, and 
< remembering to have ſeen him in the 
© priſon of Ciudad Real, Ah, ha!” 
6 cried he, © here is one of our cnſ- 


ur inclination.” - 
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« tomers; I remember. this gentle- 


% man, who, I aſſure you, is one 
the moſt perfect ſharpers within the 
« kingdoms and principalities 

«© Spain,” —“ Softly, Mr. Alguazil,” 
* faid Jerome de Moyadas; ** the 
«© young man, whom you paint fo 
„ diſadvantageouſly, is the domeſtick 
% of a prince.“ —“ Very well,” re- 
« plied thealguazil ; .I know enough 
« to form my reſolution accordingly, 
© and judge of the maſter by the man. 


don't doubt that theſe pallants 


* are two cheats, who have agreed to 
« impoſe upon you. I know how to 
« manage in ſuch caſes; and to let you 
„ ſee that theſe wits are adventurers, 
% will carry them inſtantly to gaol, 
I intend to introduce them to a pris 
vate converſation with Monſieur the 
«© Corregidor; after which they will 
4% feel that whipping is not yet out of 
% faſhion.” — “ Hold there, matter 
« officer,” replied the old man; « don't 
« let us puſh matters ſo far: people 


« of your profeſſion are not afraid of | 


„giving pain to a worthy man. May 
© not this valet be a rogue, and hit? 
„ m3ſter a man of honour? Is it a 
« new thing, to ſee ſharpers in the 
« ſervice of princes?” —© You joke, 
« with your princes,” ſaid the if - 


« zilz 4 this young fellow is a Knight 


« of the poſt, you may depend upon 
«© t 3 and 1 nd bim and his —— 
« rade in the king's name. I have 
« twenty ſoldiers at the door, who 
<< ſhall drag them to priſen, if they 
t refuſe to go with a grace, - 
«© Come, my prince,” addreſſing him- 
© ſelf to me, let us march.” 

] was thunderftruck at theſe words, 
© as well as Moralez, and our concern 


rendered us ſuſpected to Jerome de 


© Moyadas, or rather convinced him 
© that we actually had a defign to de- 
© fraud him. On this occ 
© eyer, he behaved like a gallant man; 
© ſaying to the g © Maſter 
« officer, perhaps your ſuſpicions are 
« falſe, and perhaps they are but too 
«© true. But be it as it will, let us 
«© dive no farther into the affair: let 
« theſe two young cavaliers retire 
«© whereſoever they pleaſe to go, and 
I beg you will not oppoſe their re- 
« treat: it is a favour i alk, in order 
« to acquit myſelf of the obligation I 
« owe to them.” —** Were I {triftly 
* to do my duty, aniwered the al- 


6 guazil, 


n, how- 


4 


, 
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* Sussil, “ I ſhould iĩmpriſon theſe 
% gentlemen, without having any re- 
* to your entreaty: but, for 
% your ſake, I will relax a little, pro · 
e vided that they quit the town this 
« inftant; for i mare how to+ 
„% morrow, | what 
L 

When Moralez and I underſtood 
© that we were free, we recollected 
© ourſelves a little, endeavoured to talk 
© boldly, and affirm that we were per- 
* ſous of hopaur; but the alguazil 
© filenced vs with a fierce look; and I 
* don't know how, theſe people have 
® an aſcendant over us. e were 
© obliged, therefore, to abandon Fla- 
© rentina and her portion to Pedro de 
la Menbrilla, ho doubtleſs became 
the ſon-in-law of Jerame de Moyadas, 
and retire with all {pecd, taking the 
® road to Truxillo, with the conſola- 
4 tion of having, at leaft, got an hun- 
* dred piſtoles 2 the adventure. As 


© bout an bour before night, paſſing by 


8s alittle village, with-a reſolution of 


« going farther before we ſhould halt, 
« ye perceived an inn of a pretty 

© appearance for that place, and the 
* landlord with his wife fitting an 
© long ſtones at the door. The huſ- 
© band, à tall, meagre, old fellow, 
* thrummed upon a wretched „ 
© for the diverhon of his wife, wh 
© ſeemed to liſten with pleaſure, © Gen» 
= omen,” cried the landlord, when 
« aw we did pot ſtop, I adviſe 
% gon to halt at this place: you won't 
« tind a pe. | a1 ow. 

6 leagues this ; and even there, 
« afſure you, you won't be fo well 
% ſerved as here; take my word for 
« it, and walk into my houſe, where 
6 J will entertain you handſomely, 
« at a reaſonable rate.” We ſuffered 
© ourſelves to be perivaded, and ap- 
© proaching the man and his wife, bid 
« them gaod even; and baving ſeated 
« ourſelves by them, began all four to 
© talk of indifferent ſubjects. The land- 
© lord faid, he was an officer of the 
© Holy Brotherhood; and his wife was 
© a fat dame, who ſeemed to un- 
© derſtand very well bow to vend her 
s commodities. , 
Our canyerfation was interrupted 
© by the arrival of twelve or fifteen 
* cavaliers, ſome mounted on mules, 
and fome a horſe - back, followed b 
* thirty baggage moyis loaded wi 


© © the reſt, though otherwiſe very 
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oy 1 cried the 
8 les “ where 


pt of ſo many 

10 I find lodging for them all 2 
© In a moment, the village was craud- 
c od with men and beaſts. re was 
; luckily, near the inn, a vaſt barn, in 
* which the moyls and the b 

© were diſpoſed : the mules and 


£ Serge Ke the cavaliers were put 


in other places j and as far the men, 
they did not concern themſelves ſo 
much about finding beds as in be- 


5 ſpeaking a good ſupper, The land- 
© lord, MN wife, — a young maid- 
* ſervant * the houſe, were 
* not idle; they flaughtered all the 
« poultry in their yard, which, joined 
to ſome ragouts. made of rabbits and 
© cats, and a plentiful diſh of ſqup, 
* compoled of cauliflowers and mut- 
ton, furniſhed entertainment enough 
©* for the whole company. 1 55 
Aarales and 1 looked at the-cava- 
liert, who from time to time eyed 
c us alſo. At laſt we entered into con- 
© verſation, and told them, if it 
was agreeable. we would ſup in com- 
* pany. They aſſured us, that we could 


* not do them a Puter pleaſure: fo 


* we fat dawn all together at table. 
„There was one among them whe 
* ſeemed to be the chief, and far w * 
miliar, did not fail to ſhew ſome do- 
* ference : it is true, indeed, be kept 
© the upper end, talked in an elevated 
© tone of voice, and even contradie- 
ed, ſametimes, in a cayalier man- 
© ner, the ſentiments of the reſt ; who, - 
far from replying in the fame man- 
ner to him, ſeemed to reſpect his 
© opinions. The diſcourſe falling, by 
© accident, on luſia, and Mora- 
© lex taking it into his head to praiſe 
Seville, this man ſaid to him, $j 

% nior cavalier, you axe making 
t“ clogium of the city where I firſt 
© drew breath; or, at leaſt, I was 
« born in it's neigbbourbood, fince 
«© the town of Meyrena gave me to 
« the world.” —“ 4 can lay the ſame 
« thing,” anſwered my companion; 
was likewiſe born at Meyrena, 
« and I muſt certainly know your pa- 
«© rents; pray. whale fon are you?” 
—* I am,” ſaid the cavalier, * the 
*« ſen of an honeſt parary, called Mar- 
% tin Moralez. , Upon my faith!“ 
© cried my comradæ, with . 


* 
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* the Adventure ĩs extremely fingular': 
e euere ebene Ma: 
i . Nee 
ſaid the other j nnd — are, 1 


e Lew! 
"> t lefe inthe erndiey when” {+ 


% quitted my father's bouſe? — 
6: is my nume, indeed i 
———— Upon which they both 
4 got up, and embraced . — 
„With geen affection. Then Si 
— poyranmd Kaweſpry ran 
ae xlemen, this eventis ther mar- 
« yellous |. I have, by accident, met 
4 and diſdovoted a brother, whom 1 
* .have not ſeen theſe twenty years and 
« more: allow me to preſent him to 
«« the company.” All the cavalitrs, 
s who kept themſelves ſtanding out of 
dom „ ſaluted the young Mo- 
6 ralez,.and loaded him — 
5 Afterwards, we ſat. down 
* table, Where we remained al Rt, 
without gong to bed ; the two dre. 
< thery ſitting by one another, and con- 
« verſing by'themſebves about their fæ- 
— "ity, while the denten drank 
made wewy. 
ö * Lewis, after —. converſation 
with Manuel, taking me aſide, ſaid, 
„All theſe 'cavaliers- are domeſticks 
of the Count de Montanos, whom 


* the king bas lately named for vice 
A 8 
2 to Ali- 

* they dre to embark. 


Ly bracker, h . ſtew- 

* to me along 1 im 

I: N SES 
& avi 

nc H vo — 4 


22 for 2 
er 


© he, © adviſe thee not to diſdain the 


Sober f der us go to the 
r if we find it 

. 22 
* Mall be di ed with our 


4. fityation, we will return to Spain.” 
. 5 withn ly embraced the propoſal; 
oralex and I joined the 
3 s '6fficers, and ſet out with 
< them from the inn before day. Hav- 
Den 
t. ta 
* — took off -a handlome foit of 
* coaths, : ' before our embarkation, 
© thinking: of nothing but the idland 
9 inn 


enn 
ji} + 


2 


in the ſame diſpoion. 
* have renouatead b e 
2 


— e the 
— mind to pa rſons of by 
in whoſe 


— nour, among the 'e4vahi 
22 we were; and that kept 
che our geniuſes. Ariat 
+ we went e board, flatteri 
aurſelves with the hopes of being 
* Majorta in à very little time; ddt 
© ſcarce had we cleared e 
© Alicant, when a terrible tempoſt 
* roſe, I might, in hie — 
© relation, take 4 . to m 
a fine deſcription of the ſtorm ; 0 
paint the air all on fire, to make the 
thunder roar, the winds whiſtle; the 
mountain bittows roll, &, But all 
© theſt flowers of rhetorick apart, 1 
* aſſure you the hurricaue was violent, 


4 — obliged us to bear qa for the 
nt of the land of CAbrerag a de- 
alle, in {which there is a Httle 
* fort, at [thit tinte gatriſoned by an 
aoſſicer and ſi ve or , — wie 
4 gave us à very hof . 
As we wers o 2 
ſeveral days, 4 an, to! repai 
„ fails and tackle, we intern: $4 
4 ferent kinds of amuſements, to pals 
che time agreeably.”' Esch follow 
his on inelination: car played At 
© primiero, others ſought different u- 
© verſions, and I vent to willk * 
£ the iſlaund, accompanied 
ls loved ſuch — 5 
1 — * rock to rock; for ithe'g 
2 une ven, full of ſtones 5 ae 
cient ib good ſoll. One du., 
2 we — theſe 
« withered places, and admired the on 
price of Nature, that ſhews Herſelf 
irful or barren as ſhe pleaſes, our 
* A0 were invaded, al of a 
« with a moſt agreeable ſmell, "We 
* immediately turned to the 
„from whence that odour came, an 
ived with * . 
e roeks, a large, rv e 
: ſurrounded with honey-fiickles, 15 
more beautiful — ſxyeet · ſe 
than thoſe that grow in Andaliifid. 
We approached, with pleaſüre, thofe 
„charming ſhrude, with perfumed 
„the air all round, und found th 
© they bordered vo the entry of 
1 very IE, wo which I large 
and hi E - 
* tom t torfiing by of ſtone 
. ese, of Which ar: alone = with 
! esl : 
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% flowerz, the whole forming 2 natural 
< winding ſtair-caſe. When we bad 
got down, we ſaw ſeveral little rills 
of water, which derived their ſources 
from drops that inceſſantly diſtilled 
from the rocks within; creeping 2 
long ſand more yellow than gold, 
and loGng themſelves in the earth. 
The water, ſeemed ſo pure, ſhat we 
« were tempted to drink, and found it 
ſo freſh, that ve reſolved to return 
- © next day to the ſame place, with ſame 
bottles of wine, perſuaded that we 
yo empty them with vaſt plea- 
8 1 e gone ans 
It was-with regret. we.quitted ſuch 
„an agreeable; place; and when we 
vent back to the fort; we did pot 
fail to boaſt of our. diſcovery : but 
* the. commandant cautioned us, as « 
friebd, againſt returning to the ca- 
vern, with which-we were ſa much 
harmed. 44 Fer what?!” ſaid. I to 
Ahe: «Is there any thing to fear? 
Ht Yes without doubt, be replied; 
the conſairs of Algiery and Tripoli 
«<<, ſometimes land on this iſle; to wa- 
ster at that ſpring ; and one day ſur- 
<<: prjzed.q4wo ſoldiers of my garriſon, 
hom they made ſlaves-. It was 
* vain for the officer to tell us this 
* with a very ſerious air; he could not 
perſuade us, for, we belicyed that he 
4 jeſteil: and next day ]-returned to 
-< the cavern, with three more of my 
+. \corpanions, without providing our- 
'* ſelves. with fire- arms, to ſhew. that 


fob, to the bottom. of the cave, we 
„ epoled ſome bottles of wine that we 


A part 


with t. ut 
who had thus diſguiſed themſelves, 


thinking 
© of defending ourſelves... We were, 
© however, ſoon undeceiyed in a me- 
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lancholy manner, and convinced tht 
© it __ a.corſair,. on ey his 
people to carry us * 
. e. 
Caſtilian tongue, 54 an vu thy 
ebe put te the ford Atthe fame 
4 tame; his {followers preſented: 

[© carbifies.to{ us, and we ſhould have 
4 und a fine diſcharges bad we 


made the leaſt reſiſtance. {We Pre- 


fexrediſla to. death, and gave our 
< ſwords, tothe pirate 2 
us to be loaded with chains, and 


< conducted ato his veſſel, Which wn 
not far off: then ſettiug ſail,; he 
„ fteered with a fair towards 
&t Algiers. . q 01 97 we FRET KL 
In this manner were we puniſhed 
for neglecting the cantion of be 
<4 officer-of- the gart ſov. . The fri 
+ thing that the rorfair did, was; te 
+, rifle. us of all 1 had, 
What a fie windf — — the 
two bundreg piſtoles taken rom the 
<, young citizens of Placentia, the hun- 
„ dred' which Morales had received 
from Jerome de Moyadas, and which 
« unluckily I — me, 1 
„ ſwept away without mercy. 
4 ma had all their purſes well 
£, furniſhed, In ſhort, it was an ex- 
celledt prize. The pirate was, re- 
joiced at his Ivek ; and the 
< raſcal» not ads ed with the, plun- 
der, inſulted us with, hig. raillery, 
.* which we did not feel- half ſemuch 
as the. neceſſity that compaſed us to 
bear it. [After a thouſand jokes, be 
ordered the bottles of wine which we 
Shad cooled: at the ſauntain, and 
„ which his people had taken care to 
.* ſeine, to be brought, e him, and 
is. began to empty them with his crew, 
% drinking ta our; bealth by way of 
deriſon. ha b 12 the oof S 
Duriag this conjuncture, the coun» 
1 ——— 
% the, pain t; and their 
+,mortified them the more, 3 
< they had formed the moſt delightful 
idea of their voyage to the. land 
of — — at rea 
„account with leading a maſt delici- 
Pros - for — * * 
tude enough to pruject a of con- 
duct for, myſelf; , and, Jeſs afraid 
than my fellows, entered. into con- 
A verſation with the-railler, and even 
returned his jokes with a * — 
5 Pleaſed with my behaviour, 5 Youn 
% man,” faid he, © I like thy diſpo- 
« fitionz 


* ſition ; for, in the mainz inftead df 
« ſighing and gronaing, it is better 
+ fon one to arm hi mſelf with patience, 

« and faib with: the ſtream ! Play to 
us n ſmall air, added he, obſerving 
© that I had a guittarz „let us ſte 
„ hat thou canſt do.“ I obeyed” 
. him as ſdon as he had ordered m 
arms to be unchained, — — 
© throm' upon my guittar Din ſuch a 
« mannes as acquired his applauſe.” 1 
< hady indeed, under the beſt 
© maſter in Madrid, and 7 on that 
inſtrument well! I ſung like - 
< wiſe; and my voice gave no leſs ſa - 
tis faction- All the Turks in the 
veſſel expreſſed the urk they felt 
in hearing me, by geſtures of admi- 
©. ration: z circumſtance fm which 
IJ concluded, that their taſte. for mu 
fick was not extremely — mee 
« pirate whiſpered-to me, bold * 
not be an unhappy ſlave; and that 
one of my talents might depend upon 
an employment that would make my 


0 f rtable. 1 
e regs: theſe words; 
© but, flattering as they ware, L had 
abundance of uneaſineſs on the ſcore 
© of this occupation; with the promi ſe 
of which corſair regaled me. 
© Whea we arrived at the port of Al- 
C giers o, we ſaw a great number of 
6. aſſembled to receive us; VO, 
©-as ſoon as we were landed ſhoured 
« with joy: beſides, the air rcſounded 
-with the confuſed noife of trumpets, 
Moreſco flutes, and other inftru- 
ments uſed in that country, which 
formed a ſymphony more loud than 
C eable. cauſe of theſe re- 
„ zoicings was, à falfe which 
Rad ſpread through the city, import - 
ing, that the renegado emet; * 
(this was our pirate's name) had pe- 
* rithed, in attacking a large Genoeſe 
© veſſel : ſo that all his friends, inform 
d of his return, were eager in their 
1 of joy. | - | 
© V/ehad no ſooner ſet foot on ſhore, * 
* than Land my companions were con- 
ducted to the palace of Dey Soly- 
man, where a Chriſtian ſecretary, ex-' 
* amining us one by one, aſked our 
* names, ages, country, religion, and- 
*. qualifications, Then „me- 
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© ing me to the dey, extolledmy voice, 
© and” affured” him, that I played ra- 
©. viſhingly on the gvittar. This was 
enough to determine Solyman to 
©. chuſe me for his own ſerviee: ac- 
cordingty, I was detained in his ſe- 
2 raghs, while the other captives wete 
led inte a publick place, and ſold, 
according to cuſtom. What Mehe- 
met had foretold to me in the- veſſel, 
came to pals; My condition was 
„very happy; far from being aban- 
doned to gaolers, or employed in la- 
© borious work, I was, by order of 
„ Salyman, diſpoſed of in a particular 
plate, with five or ſis ſlaves of qua- 
* : lity, who expected every moment td 
be redeemed, and whoſe taſks were 
far from being painful. My buſi 4* 
< . neſs, was to water the orange-trees 
and flowers in the garden, and. F* 
could not have been favoured with a . 
more agreeable occupation.) ! ? 

- © Solyman was a: man about forty 
years of age; well thaped ; very po- 
ite; and, for a Turk, mighty gal- 
© lant. His chief favourite was a 
Cachemirian woman +; who, by her * 
© underſtanding and beauty, had ac- 
quired an , abſolute dominion gover - 
© him. He loved ber even, to adora- 
tion, and treated her every day with 
ſome entertainment or other; ſome- 
times with a concert of votal ani in- 
© ſtrumental muſck, and: ſametimes 
© with x comedy in the Turkiſh taſte; 
© that is to ſay, a dramatick: poem, in 
< which modeſty and decorum were as * 
little regarded as the rules of Axiſta- 
© .tle! The favourite, whoſe name was 
© Farrukhnaz, was na ſſionately fond of 
© theſe diverſions, and even made her- 
„omen ſometintes repreſent Arabian» 
pieces before the dey g wherein, the» 
« herſelf played part, aud charmed 
ali the ſpectatoꝶ dy the grace and» 
vivacuy of, her action, I bring one» 
day among the muſicians, at re- 
preſentation of this kind, Solyman» 
ordered moe to play upon the guittar, 
and fing alone bg wen the acts, 1 
bad the good fartune to pleaſe, was 
very much applauded, - aud the fa- 
vyourite ſeemed to look upon me with 
a favourable eye. q i + $SY/2, 13 he 

The very next day, while I was 


» Alte, the capital of the Kingdom of the ſame name, le a eity an the coatt of 


Barbary, poſſeſſed by the Moors. 


+ Cachemire, is a country under the dominion of the Great Mogul, and remarkable, 


far the beauty and wit of it's womens 


Z 2 s buſied 
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* buſied in watering the orange trees 
© in the garden, an, eunuch paſſing by 
me, without ſtopping or ſpeaking one 
„words dropped a billet ap my feet ; 
< I took it upia a confuſion made up 
<_of fear and joy. I lay down _ 
* the greund, that I might not be ſeen 
from the windows of the feragho :+ 
and, concealing myſelf behind the 
boxes in which the orange-trees were 
c. 2 opened the letter, in which 
J found a pretty valuable diamond, 
and theſe words in good Caſtiljan. 


44 F OUNG Chriſtian, thank Hea- 
Te «ven for thy captivity, Love 

„and fortune will make thee happy: 
4% love, if thou aft ſenſible to the 
4% charms of a beautiful woman; ant 
4 fortune, if thou haſt courage to de- 
«<< Ipiſe the greateſt danger.“ 


& 13% WOWET 1 'F 64 UP Us 
41 did. not in the leaſt that 
the letter came from the favourite 
' F. Sultana ; the ſtyle and diamond per- 
< ſuaded me that ſhe mutt have been 
the author. Beſides that I am not 
5 naturally very timorous, the vanity - 
4 of being in the graces of 4 
grand fignior's miſtreſs; and, more 
than that, the hope of getting from 
nher four times as money as * 
would be neteſſary for my rantom, * 
made me form the defign of atchiev- 
inge that adventure, whatever dan- 
gers might attend it. I continued 
my work, muſing upon the means of 
entering the zpartment of Farrukh- 
- na; on rather expecting that ſhe ' 
Would pave the way; for I conclud- 
ed that ſhe would not ſtop here, but 
at leaſt he at more than haf the trou- 
© ble, 1 was not miſtaken; the ſame 
« eanuch that paſſed me be fore repaſſed 
©. an hour after, and ſaid, © Chriſtian, | 
4% haſt than en ſidered; and wilt thou 
% have the boldneſs to follow me 
« I anſwered; Fes. He replied, 
% Very well; Heaven preſerye thee! 
Thou ſhalt ſee me again to-morrow 
„ morning.” 80 fayingy he retired. 
„Next day he appeared accordingly, 
about eight in the morning, and 
„ beckoped me to him. I obeyed: the 
5 ſignal, and he conducted me into a 
„all; where there was à large picte 
© of line, which another eunuch and 
he had -broygh?- thither; and which 
* they were to carry to the Sultana, 


* for the decoration” of an Arabien 


- 


„fear. The ladyreafily perceived it; 
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© piece, that the was fur he 
© entertainment of the de... 
The two ecunuchs, having ſpread 
out the cloth, laid me aldug within 
itz and, at the hazard of my bein 

©. ſuffacarted; rolled it up agaln wi 
me in the middle ; then each takin 

ne end of it, carried me thus, n- 
©,,queſtianed,- into che bed · chamber of 
the fair Cachemirian, who had no- 
© body with her but an old ſlave de- 
voted to her pleaſure. When the 
two unrolied the cloth, Farrukhnat, 
at fight of me; broke out into tran- 
© ſports of joy, that well diſcavered the 
„genius af women in that country.” 
6 Bold as I naturally was, I could not 
* ſce myſelf tranſported, all of a ſud- 
den, into the ſecret at of the” 
women, without being ſeized with“ 


and, in order to diſſipate my po? 
©: henfjon; ſaid, «Young —_ 2 
nothing : 'Solyman is gone 0 his 
©, country-houſe, where will re- 
% main all day; ſo that we may con- 
«< verſe together freely.“ 11 
(5. Encouraged by theſe words, I a. 
ſumed a look that-redoubled the fa - 
©: vourite u joy. I am pleaſed wich 
your perion, faid the; and in- 
« tend to ſoften the» rigour of - your" 
ce ſlavery; I believe you worthy of 
the 1 I have conceived — 
A 5 fot᷑ t h are in the dreſs 
0 een — a natile and 
% gallant air; that ſhews you are not 
Sof the vulgar. Speak (freely, and 
4e telh me who yon are. I know that 
„ captives of 4 noble hieth diſguiſe 
4 their runk, that they may be redeem - 
«© ed at an eaſier rate; but you =_ 
*© no occaſion to behave in that man. 
<< ner with me I ſhould” even be af- 
« fronted at ſuch a precaution, ſincee 
I promiſe to ſer you ar liberty. Be 
« ſincere, therefore, and —_ = 
90 are a ng man of a , 
10 ary A Trey Madan” Fre- 
« plied, «it would be . 
«© me to r ero with 
he difimolarion ; — nce — a 
« |ytely charge me to reveal my qua- 
«© Jity, — — be fatizfied: > pon | 
% the fon of a Spaniſh grandee.”” Per- 
« haps 1 truth; at- leaſt; the 
* ſultana believed it; and, pleaſed that 


© ſhe had thrown her eyes upon a gen- 
me 


* tleman of importance, aſſured 
that it ſhould not be her fault ie, 
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# did nos ſee one another often. in pri- 
vate. We had à pretty long con - 
verſation, and I. never ſav a mere 
« engaging woman ſhe underſtood ſe- 
« veral languages, eſpecially the Gaſ-- 
i tilian, which (ue; ſpoke! pretty u. 
© When ſhe judged it time tor us to 
4. part, I went, dy her order. into an 
ober baſket; covered it a 
4 flk, the work. of., der own 'h 
„Then the two ſaves, —— 
me in, wers called and carried me 
out as a preſent from the favaurite. to 
© the dey: athing ſacred ſrota all the 
© men who 1 
of the womens 111 ; 

_<. Farrukhnaz aud 1 found — 
means of ſeeing one another z und- 
© that amiable captive. inſpired me with 
« almoſt as much dove for her ah me 
entertained for me. Our intelligence 
remained ſecret during two month; 
* although i it is diſticult in a ſe - 

raglid coconceal the mytterĩes of love 
©, fo long from the Argus s that watch 
„it. But an untucky- accident diſ- 
concerted our fmall affairs, and my 

fortune was entirely changed. One 
s day, when 1 had been introduced to 
©: the ſultana, in the body of an artifi-- 

*. ciat dragon, that was made for a 
© ſhow, and was converſing with her, 
Solyman, who I imagined was hu- 
© ſy in the country, interru us, 
* and entered ſo haſtily into the apart - 
ment of his favourite, that the old 
© flave ſcarce had time to advertiſe us 
© of his arrival; conſt — „Ind 
© no leiſure to concea elf, and 
therefore was the eſt objec that pre- 
« ſented itſelf to the view of the dey. 

He ſeemed aſtoniſhed at the fight of 
©. me, and his eyes kindled with fury. 
1 looked upon myſelf as one that 
touched his laſt moments, and al- 
© ready imagined myſelf under the tor- 
© ture. — Farrukhnaa, I perceiv- 
* ed that ſhe was terrified indeed; but 
* inſtead of owning her crime, and aſk- 
ing pardon, / ſhe ſaid to Solyman, 
«« Stgnior, before you pronounce my 
« ſentence, deign to hear my defence: 
*« appearances, doubtleſs, - condemn 
me, and I ſeem to have committed 
« 2 piece of treaſon worthy. of the 
** moſt horrible chaſtiſement.: I have 
4 — this young capti ve hither z 

in der to introduce him into 
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apartment, hav pid, the fi 
7 nde aich 1 which I would have — 2 
«ed if 1. had entertained a 2 


4 paſſion fo him. Neye:thelefs, 

© take. our " holy 8 23 

10 — — ef this jo onde 

In 094 unfai a 

14 to cunv tales Chr — 

60 n r 

46 2 en Q w qt 

Cc; py — 7 ag 

uch a, 2 ed z but. 

« however, L have conquered hig pre- 

14 An and he þ as 1 ih em- 
co Mybameta ni ſm. 1 


ee, Loughato have gert 
0 4 Fa favourite, without any — ta 


„danger in whic 
c — I loved, a trembli ing fo 


91 I remained ſpeechl 
confuſed: I. could, not. utter — 


word; and therdey, perſuaded by my 
© Glence that his miſtfe(s (aid nothing 
© but the truth, was appeaſed. Ma 
« dam,” ſaid he, © Iam willing, to be ; 
& lieve that you have abt injuted me, 
0 and that a defixe of dein ag 2 a thing 
ble to the. PIN, as engag- 
you to hazard fach delicate -— 
2 I, forgive, your N 
** therefore, provided that this captive 
takes the turban immediately.” He 


© (ent ſor a Marabou * that inſtant, I 


* was cloathed with à Turkith dreſs, 
© and did all was that required, without 
c having power to 2 or rather, L 
© was ignorant of what I did, ſo much 
© were my ſenſes diſordered. How 
many Chriſtians are there,who would 
© have been as Hale as I was, on ſuch 
© 49 0ccohon-!. 1. 

After the ceremony, I quitted the 
© 'ſexaglio, under the name of Sidy 
Halli, to exerciſe a ſmall employment 
© beſtowed upon me by Solyman. 
© never ſaw the Sultana again; but 


© one of her eunuchs coming to me one 


day, brought from her a preſent of 


« jewels, worth two thouſand ſultaning - 


of gold, with a billet, in which the 
© lady aſſured me, that the would ne- 
c ver Corget mygenerous complaiſance, 
in ſuffering myſelf to be made a Ma- 
© hometan, in order to ſave. her life. 


Truly, beſides the preſents I receiv- 


» Marabpusy. an Mabometan pile. N « of 


5. . For be conjuncture in w 
Los, but being. ig the u * 
jectton of ſpixi Fe wk 
w 


_— + 


bs % A... - 


. 
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© ed from Fürfükhnas, T obtaged; 
© through her canal, an — 5 1 
© more confiderable than the irlt, and 
in ſeſs than feven Fears, became one 
Sof the nicheſt renegadoes in the city 
«of Algiers, 21. : Wos 4 a 1 
© © You may well believe; at WI Ag. 
«fi at the prayers-which the muſ- 
* fulmen'put op in their moſques, und 
© fulfilled rhe brfier'Yiities bf their re- 
© tigibn, it was only. out of pore- gri- 
mac. I preſerved u determined te- 
ſoldtion to re enter inte che boſon” 
© of the church and for that purpoſe, 
© to withdraw one day into Spam' or 
©Faly, with the riches whith I hould 
41. — — meun time, I. (- oo 
© yely agreeably, was lodged ina fine 
7 ie nad % Ax,» op . 
number of flaves, aiſd ver hand 
omen in my ſerag io! Though the 
c uſe of wint is forbid n that country” 
© to Mahomerans, they don't fail; for 
the moſt part, to drink it in privare. * 
© As for my oven part, Idrank it without 
E certHony, as al moſt all renegadoes 
r do. I remenitier Thad two compa- 
© nions with whom I often committed 
d debauch within the night. One 
© was 4 Jew; the other an Ardbiao, 
© "and both, as Timagined, honeſt men; 
u that I lived with them in the great-' 
oft famihñarity. One evening, I in- 
© vited them le es and "a dog, of 
© which I was paſhonately fond; hav- 
© ing died that day, we bathed his be- 
«ty, dud buried it with all the cere- 
mony that is obſerved at the funeral 


eren 


Jof the NMabometans. In ſo doing,” 


e had no intention to ridicule the 
muſſulman religion ; but only to a- 
muſe ourſelves, and gratify à fooliſh 
him that ſemed us in the middle of 
our debauch, to render the laſt duties 
. . 

+4 This action however, had well 
© nigh ruined me. Next day, a man 
came to my houſe; and ſaid, © Signior 
« Sidy Hah," Lam come hither on an 
„ important affair. The cadi “ wants 
to ſpeak with you; take the trouble, 
« if you pleaſe, to go to his houſe im- 
4% mediately: an Arabian merchant, 
% who ſupped with you laft night, has 
« informed him of a certain impiety 
* committed by you, with regard to a 
« dog which you buried. For this 
*© rraton I ſummon you to appear this 


, 


' |  ® The cadiz is the civil magiſtrate in ever town in Turkey, 
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day before „ others · 
„ give you notice!that you will be pro- 
«ceeded” agaitft'in a eriminal man- 
«© n6r.** 80 j he went away, 
leaving me. thunder- ſtruck with this 
«. citation; The Arabian had no cauſe? 
to complain of me, and 1 could not 
© comprehendhe'traitar's redſon for 
playing me ris trick. Nevertheleſs, 
„„the thing was not to- be neglested. I 
© knew- the cadi was 2 man ſtvere in 
0 ce; but not ut alt ſerupu- 
2 — ſo I put Wo hun- 
< dred ſultanins in purſt, 
© and repaired to his houſe. He car- 
© ried me into his cloſet; and ſaid, with 
© ſtern look, F< You are an impious, 
„ ſactilegious, and xbominable man !- 
H you abe interred a dog lie a muſ- 
3 an : What hoid profanation! 
it thus, then, you regard our moit 
ſucred ceremoniĩes did you be- 
«< -come's) Mahometan only to make a 
<< jet of our worſtip ? “ Mr. Ca- 
& di,“ I replied, “the Arabian who- 
has made ſuch a malicious report of 
me, that falſe friend, is an accom- 
«:.plice. of my crime —if it be a crime 
to grant the honours of burial to a 
C faithful domeſtick 3 an animal that 
poſleſſed a thouſant good qualities. 
Ae loved people of merit and diſ- 
e tinction ſo much; that even in his 
6 4aſt moments, as a tettimony of his 
<< regard, he bas left them his whole 
fortune, by a will of which I am the 
ole exetutor. He bequeathes twen- 
% ty crovens to one, thirty to annther, 
„ nund, Sir, he bas not forgot you; 
added I, taking out my purte: „here 
© are two hundred ſultanins of gold 
&« which he charged me to give you.” 
©. The cad, loſing his ty at this 
© diſcourſe; could not help laughing; 
© and, as we were alone, took the purſe * 
without (ceremony, faying, while he 
diſmiſſed me, Go, Signior. Sidy 
„% Hali; you have done well, to inter 
„ with-pomp and honour a dog who 
© had ſo much conũderation for per- 
« ſons of worth! 46: E 
By theſe means I extricated myſelf 
© out of this affair z Which, if it di not 
© make me more wiſe, rendered me at 
© leaſt mare:circumſpet for the future. 
I no longer drank with the Arabian, 
© nor even with the Jew z but choſe 
for a companion at my cups, a young” 


« gentleman 
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e 
© fink, w my own. ſlave. I was 
7 bike the reſt,of «the, 

4 who more cruel to Chriftian 
Slog) 1 — 
all @y captives! very patien 
for their — and indeed 1 
heated them ſo genzly, that ſome- 
„ Adimes they told me, they were more 
$,afnaid of changing their maſter than 
© deſiraous of-libertyy whatever, charms 
4 it has for people ip a ſtag of, bund- 
[17115 *t 2% [Af 4 6+ 4» 


age. navy 2d ere 
+1: One day the 4 vaſſels teturn- 
ed with conſiderable prizes, by 
4 more than à hundred flayes — 
both ſexes, hr they bad taken on 
_*.the-coalts of! 
4 but a very ſmall number, and che reſt 
ee & to; ſale: IL amved in 
the market-place, and bought a Spa- 
+4.9iſh girl about tenor ,twelve;years 
old, who wept bitterly, and ſeemed 
in deſpair. I was. ſerpriged to fee 
one of ber age ſo ſenßhle of capti vi- 
.< ty3, and bid her, jn Caſtilian, mode- 
rate her, affliction, aſſuring her that 
ad fallen, into, che- hands of a 
« maſter-wha ren wank many, 
i, though he wore 3 turban... Tt 
ou 32 whoſe mind was till 
ingroſſed by her ſorrow, did not hear 
phat I ſaid; ſhe — nothing but 
ſob, complain of her fate, and from 
time to time cry with a,piteous. ac- 
cent, 0 n why age we 
s ſeparated? 1 ſhould haye patence 
., were we together l In pronouncing 
©. theſe words, ſhe turned her eyes to- 
© wards a woman between forty and 
+ fifty years of ase, who. ſtood-a few 
4 E from her, and with,a dow ucaſt 
.© look, waited in, ſullen, filence nul 
* ſomebody ſhould purchale her, 1 
aſked the young girl, if the perſon 
& we looked at was her mother. Ves, 
alas! Signior, ſhe replied ; “ in 
© the 5 God do not part us! 
% Well, my child, ſaid I, if at is 
% neceflary far your conſolation that 
„ you ſhould be, together, you, ſhall 
** ſoon; be ſatisfied.” At the ſame 


time, I approached the mother, in 
order to bid fo: but I no ſooner . 
« beheld | 0 AR — 


with all che emotion. you can i 

< gine,. the, features, fade dual 
© countenance. of Lucinda. J uſt 
Heaven , ſaid I to myſelf; | is 
* Dy. on ,mother ! dis, doubticls, 


. 


wCl $oly man kept 5 


177 
„me herſelf!? As for her, whether 
© the deep affliction occaſtoned h her 
mis fortunes made ali the objects that 
*-{urrounged her appear to her as ne- 
< mjes 3 or that my dreſe diſgwſed 
me er rather, that L was much at 
© tered in twelve years, during which 
©: he had not ſeen me, I know got, 
but ſhe did not at all remember me. 
„ Havieg bought her alſo, L carried 
them both to my houſe where, de- 
ſigning to give them the pleaſure of 
+, khowing who. I was, Madam,“ 
aid Ito Lucinda, . is it poſſi ble 
that my features do nat ſtrike you? 
Have my whikers and turban dif- 
40 | pews me fo much, that you do not 
<< kybw your fon, R My mo- 
tber, [farting at theſe words, con- 
ſidered my countenance, re collected 
me, [and we embraced; one another 


22 
. dra er der, 
, knew · no More of -having'a 9 1 


» 
„than Lof having à faſter, “ Gon- 
e feſs, ſaid Ito my mother, “ chat 
in all, your theatrical pieces, yon 
have not are cognition ſo original as 
this. — $00,” anſwered, g- 
ing — 2 — reuiced ta {re 
vou again, but now my joy is con- 
. 2 ö— 99 ſitus- 
tion, alas, do I E pul My 
„ [layery gives me a times 
\*, leſs pain than that. odious dreſa lv 
——< Is good taich! Madam, faid I. 
90 interrupting her with a abs. 
% admire your delicacy, Which, to be 
© ſure, is very comme in an 
4 aftrels1 Why, good God ! mother, 
«you myſt be greatly altered, if my 
% metamorphoſis offends you ſo much! 
<« inſteadot finding fault with my tur- 
« ban, look upon me 23. an 
e adtor he plays the part of u Turk 
% upon the itage: though I am a ro- 
c 


© negadd, I am no more a muſſulman 
6% now than when [ was in Spain and 
at bottom I feel myſelf ſtill attach» 
% ed to my religion: when you-hall 
1*© know the adventures that have hap» 


e 


and ven find in. 
n tender, — 


r 

< and rich enough to maintain 
: 2 you berg in ahundance, until we 
e dan lay of an Gccnſion of re- 
turning certainly into Spain. 80 
** that you muſt allow = verb to 
de true, Which ſays, “ It is an ill 
« ind that 'blows — good.. 
- < Son,” ſaid — « ſince 
% you deſign to repaſs one day intb 
«© your own — -r and there ab- 
Jure the religion of Ma 
**/comforted.” Thank Heaven!” con- 
tinued ſhe, “ that I hall be able to 
A earry back your ſiſter Beatrice, ſafe 
* and ſound into Caſtile. “““ Ves, 
Madam, “ cried 1,” you ſhalt have 
„% in your „ we will ge all 
4 thrte together as ſoon as ble, 
«and rejoin the reſt of our family; 
«for T'ſippoſe you have more marks 
„of your fruitfulneſs in Spain.” — 
%% No, ſaid my mother; I have 
2. no other children than you two, 
* and you muſt know'that Beatrice bs 
< the fruit of lawfu} wedlock.” — 
„Why,“ 1 reſumed, * did you give 
my irtle "ſiſter that advantage over 
„% me? How could —— — 
«« ma I have heard you — 
hundred times, — ah my — 
_ #3 hood, that you could not 

„ A handſome woman for caking 

« a huſband,” 0 af 

* it's r my. ſon,” "the riptied; 
„ men of the (moſt firm reſolution are 
% apt to change; and would you have 
60 5 4 will,” 
added «© xecount hiſto 
44 after left Madrid.: = 
©. ſhe-- made the following narration'; “ 
which, as scurions, I wilt favour 


* 
2 you remember it, ſaid - 

© mother, de you quitted "young" Le- 

21 "about thirty years ago: At 

Sc. time the Duke of Medina 


eli told me, that he would come 


and fy _ me in private one ever. 
ing: inted the day; when 1 
4c waited for rhat nobleman, who came 
* accordingly, and I had the good 
fortune to pleaſe him. He demand- 
a ed the ſacrifice of all the rivals he 
as = wp it have: I granted his requeſt, 

opes of being well paid for my 
2 condeſeenſion; and my hopes were 
* not diſappointed for, the very next 
on l I received from him eonſde - 


homet, Lam . 
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fable preſents, which were followed 
« by many ore during the coorſe of 

— as afraid 
4e that I ſhou — detain a 


„man of ſuch high rank al long tinſe 
% in my ſetters; ant} this I dreaded 
the more, becauſe I knew v well 
that he had from cel 
45. beauties, hoſe chains he had broke 
t almoſt as ſoon a be had bore them. 
Neve / far from being 
day lleſe and tee pleaſed with m 
% favours, his raptures ſeemed rath 
i to inereuſe i in Mort; I had the art 
vc to amuſe him, und hinder his heart, 
„ naturall inconſtant, from giving 
we by to it's uſual & 
e had been attached te me al- 
| three — and — 
« ts If nat ie 


< would be — ranch york 5 
one of my ſhe- Friends and FE-went 
to an aſſembly, where he happened 
« to be with his dutcheſe, in order to 
4 hear à concert of vocal; ond itftru- 

mental muſick. We chanced to 
4« place ourſelves 1 near the dut- 
44. cheſs, Who wis pleaſed to takt it 
2 amiſs that I ould preſume whe. 

4 peay in a plate whete ſhe was, and 
1 ſent à m to me b one of her 
% women, defiring that I would im- 
„ niedintely withdraw; I . 
e jnſolent anſwer; whichlincenſe 
dutcheſs ſo much, that the —1 
„ plainedof ir to her huſband, whocanie 
. do me in perſon, ind (aid; Retire, | 
% Lucinda z though boblemen of m 
4 rank attach themſelves to ſuch li 

creatures as you, they muſt . 
ul ns — — i 

e you more chan dur wives, we 
«honour our wives more than 
„ and 38 often as you have Ges 
«<- Jence to put yourſelves in competi 
«© tion with them, you wilt Aer always 
«© have the mortification 20 be treated 
1 with indignity““ 

« Luckily for me, the duke ſpoke 
ec this in a tone of voice ſoJow, that 
<< not one word was overbeard by 
4 the people ground us. I ie, 
© covered with ſhame, and 
„ yexation for the 2 rost 1 
© ceived: o crown my co 

the actors and actreſſes got wotice 
s of the adventure that 1 evening: 
% one would think theſe qeople enter- 


«/tain a demon, who deli 25 in re- 
4 porting to one whatever 1 2 


— 


. 
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44 another, H un for | le, © 
is guilty of ſome extravagant action 
in a debauch, or an actreſs enters 
iu into articles with a rich galant, thi 
% company is 'inimediitely informed 
« of the circuniftance; All my com- 
« rades, therefore, knew what hap- 


4s i pened at at * concert: and God 
nos ieed at m 
d expenice! n of „hic 
4 — among them, uſual N 
irſelf on theſe ' veca I 
ut myſelf, however, above weir 
6 « pot myſelf; and conſoled myſelf for 
« the loſd of the Diike de 885 
& Celi; for he iged me no amore 
« and I learned a fe duys ae ha 
« a Carthuſian nun lat de 


« queſt of him. 

„When & lady Hdlt ds 
© theatre has the good fort rs to he 
« in „ ſhe cannot want lovers; 


+ pefſion of a grandee, thou 
'« it does not laſt above three da 


« greatly enhances her os 
« wyſeſt — 
« ſoon as it was know in Madrid 


n that the duke had forſaken me. 
1 Thoſe rivals whom-I had ſacrificed 
«to him, more captivated by my 
« charms than ever, returned in 
« erowds, as candidates for my fa- 
« your; I received homage from a 
6c thouſand other hearts, and was never 
« ſo much in faſhion before. Of al 
« the men who courted m my grices 
« fat German, Sentleman, he Dye 
« 4'Offuna, ſeemed the moſt ea 
« He had not à very amiable | on, 
but attracted my attention WA 
„ thoufand 2 which ad 
« amaſſed i in the ſervice of his maſter, 
* and which: he ſquandered. away, bn 
** order to be deemed of” 
in the liſt of my hapf y alias. 
As long 6s N "A __ 
« whole name . 1590 
©« mon — nd Pa im a fa- 
* you ſpec - but when he 
as 22 ans rink, He found my door al- 


aguinſt hi e pro- 
46 ä —.— mine — bim, 
40 and he cume to ſearch or me tn « 


theatre, during the Play. He ſeend 

ce me — Ws. ſcenes, Ynd 7 
me for my m tude. 

« 2 bet [wee he 

© was enraged, and lent me a box on 


« the ear, — a rude German as he 


« was; I Qhricked aloud; interfupred 


repreſentation, appeared upon the 
40 and addreſſin el 
es age ke 4 08a Ri: he 1 =: 


« with the datcheſs his lady, 8 

© manded juſtice for the German 

« haviour of his tleman, © The 

% duke ordered us to 5 n with 3h 

* play, and faid he would hear the 
ies when we had "finiſhed 

« piece. As ſyon as it was over, 


ce preſented myſelf, in A deal of 
« emotion, before the d e, and fi 
« nifted- my —_ in a E 
1 manner. for the German, he 


cc em pl <4 byit ee 
6 felis he faid, That fat from re- 
* penting of what he donie, he 
* woyld do it on the ſamꝭ pro- 
« vocation, B parties befng heard, 
cc the — — 40 fn faid to 44. 
verſary, „ Brutandorf, I diſmiſs 
28 from r ſervice; let me tis 
6. in: not that I min 
« your N ck an aftreſs, but 
am offended at 4755 want of ref 
«© to your maſter and miſtreſz, by pre- 
« fuming to diſturb the entertainment 
« in their preſence.” 
— entence I could not d 
« mortally piqued becauſe 
% German had fot turned a This 
« on accouyPof his inſolence to mez 
« I imagined that ſuch ai affrqnt put 
ha n an vel 50 have bop 
© as Teverely puniſh 
e ſon, "and 4 had 1 
4. «with ſeeing the man unde 
«< {otive terrible < rock gion. This 15 
c ble event undecrived and eon · 
need me, that the wotl4 92 


y 4 


6c 22 a diſtinction between 
1 7122 and the 

reſent. I was, for tis nog 
4 4 6 ſted with * ſtage, Which L 
60 ved to on, and go to i 
at a great ance from Media, 
«xccordingly choſe the city of Va- 
74 Jencia for the place of my retreat, 


and thither 1710 e les nito 
Sith the value o mu thi 
4 dueats in * = ca 
4 tune, as denen to 
intain me * 1855 reſt of 
ays ; fince 1 dengel to lead a 
2 life. F Hud l 


2 at Valencia, and had no other do- 
« meſticks than a maid- ſervaut and 2 

4% page, to whom I waz as little 

e 3v to-the whole city. I pretended 


<40"be widow vof an officer er of the 


Aa « king's 


« king's: Id; and faid I came 
«& to ſettle at Valencia, becauſe it had 
* the reputation of being one of the 
% moſt agreeable places in Spain. 
« I ſaw but very little company, and 
«obſerved ſuch à regular conduct, 
« that I was never ſuſpected of having 
« been. an aftreſs. ; In ſpate of my 
« care,” however, to keep myſelf con- 
« cealed, I attracted the notice of a 
& gentleman who had a country-houſe 
«© near Paterna. He was a very well- 
% made cavalier, . between, thirty-five 
«© and forty years of age, but withal 
«© a nobleman very much in debt; 
« which is no great rarity in the king- 
«© dom of Valencia more than in other 


. 
. is Signior 9. i 
ec my . his liking: —.— 
4 to know if I could anſwer his pur- 
& pole in other reſpects : for this end, 
ce be uncoupled his ſpies to make diſ- 
et coyeries, and had the ;pleaſure. to 
© learn from 
4% ſome ſhare of beauty, I was a wi- 
« dow of a good fortune. He looked 
«© upon me, therefore, as a ſuitable 
c match ; and,..iv-.a little time, an 
4 honeſt old gentle woman came to my 
« houle, and told me, from him, that 
« being equally charmed with my 
4% beauty and virtue, he made a 
4% tender of his heart, and was ready 
45 to conduct me to the altar, as ſoon 
« as I would favour him with my 
« hand, I aſked three days to deli- 
4 berate upon his p » and in- 
« form myſelf of his character; which 


« was fo engaging, that, although 1 


4% was not ignorant of his ſituation, 
J. eaſily determined to marry him in 
« a ſhort time after. | 
© © Don Manuel de Xercia, ſo was 
© my huſband called, carried me im- 
«c mediately to his caſtle, that had a 

very antique air, of which he was 
« not a little vain. He pretended 
<< that one of his anceſtors had cauſed 
4c it to be built; and from thence 
& goncluded, that was not a 
1% more ancient houſe in Spain than 
& that of Xexcia... But this title. of 
« nobility,. fair as it was, bad like 
& to have been d by time; for 
te the caſtle, which they were obliged to 
te prop up in ſeveral parts, threatened 


„ Hidalgo, is a Spanith word, ignifying a gentleman. 
7 4f#tc, in the Spaniſh language, 


their, report, that beſides | 


ee death of my hut 
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« immediate ruin. How happy, there- 
% fore, was Don Manuel in marrying 
% me! ou On half of my money 
% was em in reparations z and 
6 — yd — in a condi- 
« tion of making a figure in the coun- 
* try. Behold m then (to uſe the ex- 
«c preſſion) in a new world, changed 
% into the nymph of a caſtle, and lady 
„ of a. pariſh, Here was, a meta- 
% morphoſis l and I was too good an 
« actreſs, not to ſu with dignity 
« the {; our with which I was in- 
« veſted by my rank. I aſſumed | 

«6. theatrical airs, which made the vi 
lage conceive an high idea of my 
« N merry 3 they 
<« have deen at my expence, 

« known he wrath of — 
«© The nobility in the neighbourhood 
«© would have beſtowed upon me a 


| had lived happily near fix years 
ec 2 Don — —— he died, 
% leaving my affairs in great perplexi- 
« ty, with your ſiſter Beatrice, then 
«« going in her fifth year. The caſtle, 
% was, unluckily en to ſeyeral 
4 creditors, the chief of whom. was 
% one Bernard Aſtuta ®, whoſe 

« ſeemed very well to his © a- 
« rater: he iſed at Valencia the 
« buſineſs o an attorney, which he 
« exerciſed with conſummate ſkill, 
« having ſtudied the law in order to 
« quality himſelf. for cheating with 
46 = dexterity. . What a ter- 
« rible creditor he was ! a caſtle un- 
« der the claws of ſuch an attorney, 


4 is like a pi in the talons of 2 
« kite, — 1 Signior Aſtuto, 
« as ſaon as he was apprized of the 
» did not fail 
t to beſiege the caltle, which he would 
% undoubtedly have blown up, by the 
«« mines that chicanery began 


« pare, had not 


* 


» 4 
« my became my flave. I had 
« the fortune to captivate him, 
4% during an interview we had on the 
« ſubject of the law-ſuit. I ſpared 
« nothing, I own, to inſpire him with 


% a paſſion for me; the deſire of ſav - 


4 ing 
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« ſelf better than her neighbour." I 


thoſe languiſhing airs which * © imagined that actreſſes were the only 


« had often ſucceeded ſo well. Not- 
« withſtanding all my art, I was a- 
«« fraid of being baffled by the attor- ' 
« ney, who was fo ingul in bu- 
« fineſs, that he did not ſeem ſuſ 
«« tible of an amorous impreſſion. Ne- 
«« yertheleſs, this fullen, aukward 
« ſcrawler, took more pleaſure in look - 
« ing at me than I imagined. © Ma- 
« dam, faid he, „I know not how” 
« to make love: I have always ap- 
« plied to my profeſſion fo cloſely, 
«« as to neglect the methods and cuſ- 
« toms of gallantry ; but, however, 
« T am not prog of the eſſential 
ce part j and, therefore, to come to the 
« point, I aſſure you, that if you will 
« give me your hand, we will burn 
6 the whole proceedings; I will bub- 
« ble the other creditors who join in 
« the ſuit againſt you; you ſhall en- 
joy the life - rent, and your daughter 
« the property of the land. My own 
« intereſt, and that of Beatrice, did 
« not it me to heſitate j I accept- 
« ed Lw propoſal, and the attorney 
« kept his promiſe. He turned his 
« arms againſt the reſt of the credi- 
« tors, and ſecured me in the poſſeffion 
« of my caftle ; and this, perhaps, 
« was the firſt time of his having be- 
« friended the widow and the orphan. 
I became, therefore, an attorney's 
« wife, without ceaſing to be lady of 
ce the pariſh. But this new marr: 
te coſt me the eſteem of the gentry” in 
«© Valencia. The women of faſhion 
4% looked upon me as one who had 
« degenerated, and therefore would 
« not viſit me: ſo that I was obliged 
« to'confine myſelf to an acquaintance 
« among citizens j a eireumſtanee that 
« gave me ſome uneafineſs at firſt, be- 
„% cauſe I had been for fix ac- 
« cuſtomed to correſpond with none 
« but ladies of diſtinction : but I 
„ ſoon confoled myſelf, and became 
« acquainted with the wives of a ſeri- 
„ vener and two attornies, whoſe 
% characters were pleaſant enough; 
„ there was ſomething ridieulous 5 
„ their behaviour, that divertet me 
very much. 'Theſe ſmall gentry be- 
** lieved themſelves ladies of ſome con- 
« fideration. © Alas!” ſaid I forhe- 
„times to myſelf, When I ſaw them 
« f themſelves, this is the — 
© of the world ; every ons thinks hi 


- 4 


4 they were obliged 


* — that did not know them- 
ſelves: but I find that citizens wives 
«© are not a whit more reaſonable.” 1 
« wiſh that, by way of puniſhment, + 
to keep in their 
« houſes the pictures of their grand - 
„ fathers: in good faith, they would 
«< not place them in the moſt frequent 
« ed ah ,,! e og brine? +2 
After having been married four 
«« years, Signior Bernardo Aſtuto fell 
*« fick, and died without children ; ſo 
% that, with what he had ſettled upon 
me at our marriage, and the money 
IJ was left in poſſeſſion of, I found 
% myſelf a rich widow, and had the 
reputation of being ſo. On this re- 
« port, a Sicilian” gentleman, whoſe 
„ name was Colifichini, reſolved to 
attach himſelf to me, in order to 
* ruin or eſpbuſe me, for he left me 
«© the choice. He had come from Pa- 
« lermo to ſee Spain, and after hav- 
ing ſatisficd his curiofity, waited (as 
« he ſaid) at Valencia; for an 
© tunity of repaſling into _ Th 
6 . was eee. an ſive 
« and twen | age, cell 
« ſhaped, though ſmall ; 1 i 
« liked his appearance. He. found 
«© means to ſpeak with me in private, 
„and I will frankly own, that I be- 
« came madly fond of him, in our 
« firſt interview. On his ſide; the little 
« rogue ſeemed quite captivated by m 
i chanms; and — — 
« give me) we ſhould: have married 
% one another immediately, had the 
« attorney's death, hich was till re- 
« cent, permitted me to contract a 
„ new en ent fo ſoon: but ever 
« fnce'I had fallen into the taſte of 
% matrimony, I maintained the punc- 
7 tilios of decorum- — 
« We agreed, therefore, to defer our 
«© marriage for ſome time, out of de- 
«« cency : in the mean time, Colifichi- 
«« ni continued his addreſſes 5 and his 
« ; far from abating, ſeemed to 
1% mcreaſe daily. The poor young 
« man was not very well provided 
„% with cuſh g I perceived it, and he 
5 no longer wanted money: for, be · 
«« fidev that I was almoſt twice his 
„ I yemnembered that I had laid the 
4 mei under contribution in my youth, 
% and I looked upon what I now did, 
6% as à reſtitution that acquitted, my 
Aaz „ con- 
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% conſcience. We waited, as patient - 

4% Ix as we could, for the expiration 
1 of the time preſcribed by cu for - 
4% women to remain in a tate of wi- 
«© dowhood ; and then went to the al- 
<< tar, where we mutually bound our- 


<6; felves in the indifloluble ties of wed - 


«< lock ; we. afterwards retired to my 
« caſtle j where, I may fay, we lived 
<< two not ſo much like a buſ- 
« band and wife, as two tender lovers. 
4 But, alas we were not deſti ned to 
« be | y in one another; 2 
fatal pleurify robbed me of my dear © 
« Colifichini. , 

Here I in my mother, 
crying, How, am ! your third 
« huſband dead _— muſt cer- 
% tainly be a us tene - 
e ment.. What I do, fon ?”* 
« anſwered Lucinda ; — er my 
« power to prolong the days that Hea- 
et ven had — If 1 have loſt 
< three huſbands, I could not help it. 
Too df them I regretted —— 
«« he for whom I had the leak 
< was the attorney; 28 I married bm 
out of intereſt, I euſily conſoled my- 
«« felf for his death. Bat,” added the, 
« to return to Colifichtm; I muſt tel} 

that a few months after his 
« deceaſt, having a mind to go and 
e foe, with my own eyes, a cou 
« houſe near which he had 

« affigned te me as a jointure in our 
44 — marriage, I embarked, 


_— _— Mer, for Sicily; 5 


a the veſſels of by Dey of 
00 bw conducted into this city. Hap- 
y for us, you chimced tobe on t 
where we were put ij 1 4 hg 

N 

« t6 the hands of ſome barbarous 
<< maſter, who would have mal-treat- 

ed us, and under whom we 
* have paſſed our whole life in bond- 
ige "without your » knowing any 

4 ching ot the matter. 

* Such wn my mother's narration ; 
« xfter which, gentlemen, I gave her 
* the beſt apartment of my houſe, with 
* the of tiving as he thonkthink 
v roper g; à permiſſon t reliſhed 
« very mach. She had coneractetd fnok 
„ habit of being in love., from the 
s ife attacks of thatipaſhon, that 
5 ſhe muſt abſolutely have either an 
5 hufband' or a'gaitant. At firſt ſhe 
© caſt her eyes on fome of my ſlaves 
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but Haly Pegelin; a Greek renegado, 
© who came ently to the houſe, 
* ſoon ingroſſed her attention. | 
* concejved a more violent paſſion for 
him than ever ſhe felt for Colifichini, 
r of the 
= of ling » that found the 
ret — d bim alſo, I wink-, 
ed at their intelligence, and thought 
« of nothing then my return — 

© Spain. dey having al 
<, permitted me to fit. out a veſſel, th 
27 and commit piracy, I was bu» 
in making S and 


© eight days before they were 
6 lard to Lucinda, ** Madam, — 1 
1. — in =O yery — 


depart from 
©«<© time, and loſe 
* which you deteſt 10 . — 


6 — mather grew pale at theſe 
4 s, and remained eſs. At 
© which being y lurprized, 
„% What do I fee, Madam !” ſaid Ig 
© what is the meaning of chat con- 


* ſernation in your looks ? you ſeem 
3 n 


ba PA I 


© no onger any 
5 into Spain? — “ None at all, 
” anfwered my mother; ] have 
« had fo much aMiRtion in that king> 
45 dom, that I renounce it for. 
— —— be Foe ap Hy bb in a 
© tranſport t ah! rather, 
« that love defaches you from it. Q 
« Heavens | what a change is here! 
« when-you arrivedin this city, every 
s object that preſented itſelf was odious 
« to your eyes: but Haly lin has 


altered your diſpoſition.— I don't 
« deny 2 Lacie, 6] love 
ee that whom I de | to 


„take for my fourth hutb 
«« What an abandoned of 6 
© I, interrupting her, with horror ; 
10 wouid you marry a n You 
forget that you ave a Chriſtian; or 
'* rather, you never was one but in 
10 name. Ah, mother] what are you 
% about to do? you have reſolved upon 
«« your own perdition, by voluntarily 
40 embracing that which I was com- 

<< pelled to by neceſſity ! 

*-4 vied many more arguments to 
Aude her from her defgnu; but I 

purpoſe: ſhe had 

— and, not 


« contented 


A 
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c contented: with following her own 
« wicked inclindtioo, and quitting me 
« to live with that renegade, the want · 
© ed to carry Beatrice along with her 
« alſo: but this I oppoſed. © Ah, 
« wretched Lucinda i ſaid I to ber; 
« if nothing ia able to in you, 
4 ut Jen abandoo ,yaurlelt alone to 
« the, fury tht poll your ae 


« nation z don't drag a young inno» 


« cent creature to the precipice from 
„ whence you i to throw your» 
6 ſelf.” 


cinda went N — 
« out making an 1 ev» 
« ed that Sar ray of reaſon 
$ enlightened and hindered her from 
« being obſtinate in 22 her 
0 — But how little was I ac- 
« quainted with my mother! two days 
« after, one of my flaves ſaid to me, 
« $ignior, take care of yourſelf; one 
«9 egalin's captives has imparted a 
« thing to me, of which you cannot 
i« take the advantage too ſoon. Your 
e 
gc rr or having refuſed 
« to let carry off Beatrice, is re- 
4% ſol ved to inform the d. your in- 
« tended flight. I did not doubt 
© one moment, that Lucinda was ca- 
t flave men- 


9 
8 in i was Jo fami- 
6 — to guilt, that ſhe could have 
© cauſed me to be burnt alive ; and, I 
© believe, would have been no more 
affected with my death, than with 
the cataſtrophe of a dramatick per- 


« formance. 

Willing, therefare, not to neg- 
ect the advice of my ſlave, I haſten - 
ed my embarkation, an hired Turks, 
according to the cuttom of the cor - 
* ſairs of Algiers, when they go on 
« a cruise ; but I hired no mare than 
* ſuch as were nec to keep me 
* unſuſ] and ſet fail as ſoon as 
4 2 with all my faves, and my 
* fiſter Beatrice, You may well be- 
lieve, that I did not forget to catry 
* off, at the ſame time, all my jewels 
© and money, which might amount to 
© the value of fix thouſand ducats. 
When we got to ſea, we began by 
* ſecuring the Turks, whom we eaſily 
s . becauſe my flaves were 
more numeraus than they; and we 
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© had ſuch a favourable wind, chat in 
© little time we made the coaſt of 
Italy; and arrived, without the leaſt 
© bad accident, in the harbour of Leg + 
horn, where I believe the whale city 
* crouded to ſee us come aſhore. The 
father of my flaye Azarigi being 
* awong the ſpectators, by accident 
© or curiolity, ſurveyed all the cap» 
„tives, with great attention, as ö 
© diſembarked ; but though be oughe 
© among them the features of his lon, 
* he little expected to ſee him again. 
© What tranſports and embraces were 
© the conſequence of their meeting, 
© when they recollected one another! 
© As ſoon as Azarini had tald bis 
* father who I was, and what tyoughe 
me to Leghorn, the old man obliged 
me as well as Beatrice to at 
* his houſe, I ſhall paſs over in fi- 
© Jence the detail of a thouſand things 
* which I way.obliged to perform, in 
© being re-admitted into the boſam of 
* the church; and only obſerve, that 
I adjured Mabometapiſm much more 
: m_ ly than — — d _ 
ter Raving entry ma 
the gall of Algiers, Tl. — veſſel, 
© and ſet all wy flaves at liberty ; as 
© forthe Turks, they were detained in 
* priſon at Leghorn, in order to be ex- 
* changed for Chriſtians. I receiyed 
the beſt of treatment from both the 
* Azarini's, the younger of whom 
< married my hier Beater, who was, 
© indeed, no bad match for him; be- 
* ing a gentleman's daugluer, and 
© heirels of the caltle of Xercia, which 
my mother had taken care to farm 
© out to a rich peaſant of Paterna, when 
+ e upon her paſlage into 
Sicily. | 
© Having ſtaid ſome time at Leg- 
© horn, I ſet out for Florence, which 
© I longed much to fe, and whither 
© I did not go without letters af re- 


< commendation. Azarini the father 


© had triends at the Grand Duke's 
© court, to whom he introduced me as 
© a Spaniſh gentleman, his ally; and 
I prefixed Don to my name, imitat- 
© ing in that a great many Spaniſh 
© plebrians, whe, when they are out of 


© their own country, aſſume that title 


© of honour without ceremony. I 
© boldly, there fare, called. myſelf Don 
* Raphael ; and as I had brought from 
* Algiers 2 lulficiency to lupport my 

| l dignity, 


= 
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© 
© did manner. The gentleman to 
© whom Azarini had wrote in my fa- 
© your, gave out that I was a perſon 
© of quality; ſo that his teſtimony, 
© together” with the airs I aſſumed, 
made me eaſily paſs for a man of im- 
© portance. I ſoon got acquainted with 
© the principal noblemen, who preſent- 
© ed me to the Grand Duke, whom I 
© had the good fortune to pleaſe : upon 
© which I bent my whole endeavour to 
© make my court to that prince, and 
© ſtudy his diſpoſition. I liſtened at- 
© tentively to what the oldeſt courti 
© ſaid-to him; and by their diſcourte 
© diſcovered his inelinations. Amon 
© other things, I obſerved that he loved 
© raillery, good ſtories, and (allies of 
« wit. | I modelled myſelf acceording- 
© ly; andevery morning marked in m 
© pocket-book the ſtories I deſigned for 
© the day. I had ſuch a number of 
© them in my memory, that my budget 
© might be faid to have been full; and 
yet, in ſpite of all my management, 
© it was emptied apace in ſuch a man- 
ner, that I ſhould either have been 
© obliged to uſe repetition, or ſhew 
that I was at the end of my apo- 
© thegms; if my genius, fruitful in 
fiction, had not furniſhed me with 
© abundance, But Ttompoſed tales of 
© pallantrvand humour, that were ve 
© entertaining to the Great Duke ; 4 
© asit often happens with profeſſed wits, 
in the morning I invented bright ex- 
« prefſions, which I uttered as unpre» 
6. meditated-fallies in the afternoon. 
I even elevated myſelf into a poet, 
aud confecrated my muſe to the praiſe 
of the prince. I freely own, indeed, 
* that my verſe was none of the beft, 
therefore not much criticiſed; but 
© had it been better, I queſtion if it 
would have been better received by 
'© the Grand Duke, who ſeemed very 
© well fatisfied with my talents ; the 
© matter, perhaps, hindered him fro 
„finding fault. Be that "as "it will, 
© this'prince inſenſhſy took ſuc h a lik 
© ihg to me, as gave umbrage to the 
© courtiers: | They endeavoured to dif- 
© cover who I 'was, but did not ſut- 
_6''cced.” Getting notice, however, that 
I had been a renegade, they did not 
fail to inſorm the prince of it, in 
+ « hopes of injuring my charaRer ; but 
«© this they could nor accomplih : on 
«© the contrary, the Grand Duke, one 
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ty, appeared at court in a ſplen - 


day, obliged me to give him a faith - 
© ful account of my voyage to Al- 
© piers. To z and my adventures, 
© which I did not at all diſguiſe, af- 
© forded him infinite pleaſure. | 
„ Don Raphael,“ ſaid he, when T 
© had finiſhed the —_— — I have a 
* rd ' for you ; and will give 
6 4 dl of tout Ar will not you 
« you to doubt of ry —— p. I 
% will make you the depolitory of my 
« ſecrets; and to begin with an inſtance 
c of my confidence, I muſt tell you 
« that I am in love with the wife of 
« one of my miniſters. She is the 
« moſt amiable lady of my court, but 
« at the ſame time the moſt virtuous: 
«© ſhut up amidf her family, and ſolel 
« attached to a huſband whom ſhe 
«© 'zdores, ſhe ſeems ignorant of the 
«© neiſc her charms make in Florence. 
Judge you, if this muſt not be a 
« difficult conqueſt; © Nevertheleſs, 
te this beauty, inacceſſible as ſhe is to 
<< lovers, has deigned ſometimes to 
« hear my ſighs: 1 have found means 
© to ſpeak to her in private, and to 
60 int her with the ſentiments of 
« my heart: but I don't flatter my- 
« ſeſf with the hope of having infpir- 
c ed her with mutual love; ſhe has 
« never given me cauſe to form ſuch 
© an agreeable idea; I don't, how- 
«ever, deſpair of pleaſing her by my 
« aſſiduity, and the myſterious con- 
« dust I ſhall take care to obſerve. 
« My paſſion for that lady,” add- 
© ed he; is known to nobody but her- 
« ſelf ; for, inſtead of conſulting my 
© inelination without conſtraint, an 
© acting the ſovereign, I conceal the 
knowledge of my flame from all the 
% world; à piece of delicacy which I 
% think T owe to Maſcarini, the huſ- 
« band of her I love: his zeal; at- 
« tachment, ſervices, and prohity, ob- 
„ lige me to conduct myfelt with 
te great ſecreſy and cirtumſpection. I 
« wou!d not plunge a dagger into the 
„ boſom” of that, unhappy buſband, 
« by declaring myſelf the ie of his 
„wife; but wiſh that he may always 
remain ignorant, if poſſible, of the 
4% flame that confumes me; for I am 
<«- perſuaded that he would die of grief, 
ik he knew the confidence I now re- 
% poſe in you. I conceal 
60 ſockeee, and auer n= 1 


, vt of you, in expteſſing to Luer - 


« tia all the pangs I ſuffer, by the 
« conltraint 
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« conſtraint. which ſhe impoſes upon 
« me: you ſhall be the interpreter of 
« my ſentiments, and I don't at all 
« doubt, that you will acquit your- 
« ſelf of the commiſſion to-a miracle. 
«« Contract an acquaintance with Maſ- 
«« carini, endeavour to gain his friend - 
« ſhip, inſinuate yourſelf into | his 
« heuſe, and procure the liberty of 
« converſing with. his wite. This is 
« what I expe&of you, and what I 
« aſſure myſelf you will perform with 
2 and addreſs that 
« ſuch à delicate employment re- 


40 quires.” "7 1 


I promaed_to do all that lay in my 


© power to juſtify the confidence he ho- 
© noured me with, and contribute ta the 
« ſucceſs of his flame ; and ſoon, kept 
my word with him. I ſpared nothi 

© to pleaſe Maſcarini, and accompli 
my end with caſe, .. Charmed to find 
« his friendſhip courted by a man who 
« was beloyed of his prince, he met 
« my advances half-way; bis houſe 
« was open to me; I had free acceſs 
« to his lady; and, I dare ſay, be- 
* haved myſelf fo well, that he had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the nego- 
« ciation intruſted to my "care, It is 
true, indeed, for an Italian, he was 
not much addicted to jealouſy ; he 
« depended-upon/the virtue of Lucre- 
© tia 222 himſelf up in his 
* cloſet, left me frequently with 
© her, 2 went roundly to work — 
very opportunity z entertai 
the lady with the of the Grand 
Duke, and told her, that my ſole 
deſign in coming to her houſe, was 
* to talk to her of that prince. She 
* did not ſeem captivated by him z and 
« yet, I perceived that her vanity hin · 
* dered from rejecting his ad · 
* dreſſes: the took pleaſure in hear» 
ing them, without feeling any incli- 
* nation to anſwer his defires. She 
did not want underſtanding ; but ſhe 
* was a woman; and I obſerved that 
der virtue yielded inſenſibly to the 
* ſuperb idea of a ſovereigu in ber 
chains. In ſhort, the prince had 
5 reaſon to flatter himſelf, that, with- 
* outemploying the violence of a Tar- 
' quin, he would ſee Lucretia ſub- 
* jeſted to his love. An accident, 
ha —— which he little expected, 
* deſtroyed his hope, as you ſhall pre- 
* ſently bear. 
Im naturally impudent among 
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omen; havi vired that 

lification, 2 whether — 
f good or bad, among the Turks: 
Lucretia was handſome, and I, fos- 
L getting that I was only to act the 
part of an ambaſſador, talked to her 
on my own ſcore, offering my ſer- 
< vices with all the gallantry I was 
* maker of. Inſtead of being ſhocked 
© at my audaciouſneſs, and replying 
in 2 rage, ſhe ſaid with a ſmile, 
% You muſt on, Don Raphael, that 
« the Grand Duke has made choice of 
«© very faithful and zealous mini- 
« ſter, who ſerves him with an inte- 
% grity never enough to be commend- 
„ed!“ — “ Madam," ſaid I, with the 
© ſame air, “ don't let us examine 
things ſcrupulouſly ; but lay aſide 
thoſe refleftions, which I know very 
« well are not at all favourable to me. 
LJ abandon. myſelf to my paſſion ; 
„ and after all, don't believe myſelf 
«« the firſt confident of a prince, who 
„% has betrayed his maſter in affairs of 
P —— for the great have often 
« dangerous rivals in their meſſt 
« of pleaſure.” — That may be,” 
* replied Lucretia; „ but, as for my 
66 part I am ſo high- ſpirited, that no- 
80 under the degree of a prince 
tc ſhall ever make an impreſſion upon 
„% my heart. Conduct yourſelf: 30 
* cordingly, added ſhe, growing ſe- 
« rious;z .** and let us change the diſ- 
* courſe. I am willing to forget what 
« you. have ſaid, on condition that 
« you ſhall never talk to me again in 
« the ſame manner; otherwiſe you 
„% may chance to repent it." 
Although this was an advettiſe- 
ment to the reader, of which'I ought 
to have taken the advantage, I did 
not leave off entertaining Maſca- 
rini's wife with my paſſion; I even 
preſſed. her with more ardour than 
ever. to make ſuitable returns to my 
tenderneſs, and was raſh enough to 
take liberties. Upon which the 
lady, being affronted with my diſ- 
courſe and Muſſulman behaviour, 
checked me abruptly, . threatened to 
make the Grand Duke acquainted 
with my inſolence, and aſſured me, 
that the would defire him to puniſh 
me as I deſerved, I was piqued, 
in my turn, at theſe menaces; my 
love changed into hate; and, deter- 
mined to be reyenged upon Lucretia 


| p 
for her contempt, I went in gue! — 
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he © ber bernd rem after that he had 
© ſworn that he would not expoſe me, 
1 informed of the corref ce 
between his wife and the prince, not 
'© forgetting to paint her very amorous, 
nin order to make the ſcene —— in- 
tereſiing. The mmiſter, to pre- 
vent all accidents, ſhut up bie 1 
ithout any other form of proceſs, 
3 fl r apartment, where ſhe was 

le on hom he could 

o « ly. wk was thus ſurround- 
ed by ſpies, who hindered her from 
+ mformimg the Grand Ddke of her 
< fitrration, 1 told that prince, With a 
< melancholy air, that he muſt no more 
* think of Lucretia; that Maſearitii 
* had; doubtleſs, diſcovered the whole 
* affair, frnee be had taken it into his 
* head to watch his wife; chat Leould 
<:not i what had atarmed his 
«ſuſpicion of me, for T 22 T So 


© always behaved with a f 
Ff addrefs; that the het 
= Had confeſſed the whole. A* 5 
4, in concertwith whom the had 
— 'herſelf to be locked ap, in 
older to avoid thoſe importunities 
* hich alarmed ber virtue. The 
prince efeemed very moch affl/ ed at 
* my re I was touched with his 
ef, — nted more than once 
Sof whit IT had done; but it was too 
late: beides, I confeſs that L felt a 
<©*maHicious joy, when I repreſented: to 
myſelf the condition to which I had 
© reduced the 1 
diſdained my paſſion 


FTenjoyed, with impunity, the plea- 
* fore of revenge, which-is ſo ſweet to 


„all the wor „nd in icalar to 
© Spaniards, when the d Duke 
© being one day i in co with five 


* — of his courtiers and me, ſaid, 

% In what manner do you think a man 
4. ought to be puniſhed, who has dared 
to abuſe the confidence of his prince, 
< and artempred to deprive] him of his 
* miſtreſs?" == He ovght,” ſaid one, 
* to be tied to che tails of four horſes, * 
und torn to pieces.“ Another was 
cf opinon that tre ſhould be mauled 
to death. The leaſt cruel of thoſe 
© Ftahans, and hewhoſe ſentence was 
© nioft favourable to the delinquent 
* faid, That he would de ſatisfied with 
cauſing him to be thrown from the 
top of à high toner. And what 
„js the opinion of Don Raphael? re- 
fſumed the Grand Duke; I am 
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6% perſuaded that the Spaniards are xs 
<< ſevere ns the Italians in ſuch con- 
« junctores. 

I eaſily ded, as you 

© may believe, that Maſcarini had not 
* kept his oath; of that his wife had 
© found means to apprixe the prince 
© of what had paſſed between her and 


0 Mews and — confuſion — — 


ain on m 

6 v hate, di — 8 — was, I 
c anſwered with à reſolute tone, Sit, 
© the Spaniards ire more generous': 
10 ack — pardon the confident on 
% ſuch an occaſion; and, by theit 
goodneſs, raiſe in his ſowi un eternal 


for having be them. 
rs fare the prince; © 1 find 
10 myſelf capable ſuch ty. 
18 1 the traitor: for I have 


ic yone'but myſelf to blame, for hav- 
ts. my beftowed-my confidence-ypon 2 
4 man whom 1 did not know, and 
% whom I had reaſon- to diſtruſt, after 
„ hat 1 had bernd of nie character. 
ee” Don Raphael,” added hep . this is 
*'the manner n whieh I ill 
« myſelf: fs mydominions imme- 
„ Hiately, and jet me never Tee your 
« face Iuhdte on the in- 
«* fant, not — aſſheted with m 
K dilgruee, as rejvieed at coming 2 
* fo cheaply; andthe next. day 
© embarked in a veſſel chut e 

Legborn, on oe ers Ie 
C Toma.” 

1 interrupted vr Raphael in this 
of his hiſtory, ay > 0 +4 


man of underſtanding, 
© commrtted-a blunder, in 4 
you made to 


© Ting to leave Florence, i 
© ztely aſter the di 

Maſcarini, of the princess 

for Lucretia ; yowſhoul# have con- 


« — —— would 
6 come to know of 
— — 


junfidelity. I grant it, re 
fon of Lucinda; and -notwithftand- 
ing the aſſurance which the miniftet 

gave me, of not expoling me to the 
* reſtntment of the ＋ 1 2 
to difappear + 

I arrived r continued 
be, with the remainder of the wealch 
I brought from Alters; the belt 
« of Which I had diſſipated at 
« rence, in the character of the Spayith 

« gentleman. I did not ſtay long is 
© Catalonia; for, havinga longing de- 
© fire to reviſit Madrid, the te charming 


— 


+ place of my nativicy, I fatisfied, as 
s — the deſire that im · 
« pelled'me. When I arrived in that 
« city, I took furniſhed ings, 

s accident, at a houſe where a la 

+ lived, whoſe name was Camilla, and 
4 who, though no minor, was a 
en I creature. I take Signior 
0 Gil as to witneſs, who ſaw her, 
much about that time, at Valladolid. 
4 She had fill more wit than beauty, 
. 
« ter talents for ing dupes i but 
+ te was wone of thole coqueres who 
4 hoard up the offerings of their gal- 
s lagtsz when the pil a man 
s of buſineſs, ſhe ſhared his ſpoils 
+ with the firſt ſharper the found to her 


5 liking. 
Sr 
« and the conformity of our manners 
4 joi us fo el , that we ſoon 
0 every thing in common. Our 
* fortunes, i were not very con- 
Ar pr 
* in's very little time, Neither of 
* us, hn rs minded any thin 
4 hut our pleature, or made the lea 
s uſe of the talents we had, «dy 
s aur — — expense. t mi- 
, ſerys at laſt, awakened our geniuſes, 
+ which pleaſure had benumbed t and 
« Camilla ſaid to me, My dear 
4 Raphact, let us make a diverſion, 
„ my friend, and renounce a fideli 
n that ruins us both; you may cap» 
4% tivate à rich widow, and I ma 
% charm ſome nobleman; for if 
„ continue faithful to one another, 
n here will de two fortunes loſt.” 
* Fair Camilla!“ I replied, © you 
„% have antici me; I was going 
4 to make fame propeſal to you. 
44 T aſſent to your ſcheme, my queen: 
„ yes, for the better ſupport of our 
+ mutual flame, let us attempt ad- 
Hy con che infideli- 
% ties we ſhall commit, will turn to 
+ wiumphe in the end.” 
* This convention being 
took the field, and made confide- 
rable motions at firſt, withour 
able 
Cami 


made, we 


* 
- 

s to encounter what we ſought : 
L Ila could-light upon none but 
„ bedue; that is'to ay, gallants who 
5 

- 

* 

4 


had not'a in their pockets ; 
and I — — 2 with vo wean} 
but ſuch as loved better [ yo? 


wibytions than o pay them, 


% - Ivf - — 


* — + SY 


* 
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ther by the work of our hands, 
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« * 9 — — 
* recourſe to ſtratagems, and perform 
* ed fo many, that our 2 
© the ears of the e idorz and that 
ſevere judge for the devil ordered ons 
* of his alguazils to apprehend us; 
© but this officer being as good-nature 
© as the other was cruel, gave us time 
* to quit Madrid, in confideration of 
© a ſmall ſum which we beſtowed up 
* him. We took the road to V: 
+ dolid, and fixed in that city; hav- 
© ing hired a houſe, in which I lived 
« with Camilla, who paſſed for m 
* ſiſter, to avoid ſcandal. At Fs 4 
© we kept our mdultry under the rein, 
and began to ſtudy the ground, be- 
* fore we ſhould form any enterprize, 
One day, a man accoſting me in 
© the fireet, ſaluted me very civilly, 
« ſaying, ** Signior Don Raphael, 
= now me? I anſwered, No.“ 
Upon which he reſumed, © But TI 
% recolle& you: I have ſeen you at 
« the court of Tuſcany, where I then 
« belonged to the Grand Duke 
« gu I quitted the fervice 
% that prince ſome months ago, 
« am come to Spain with an Italian e 
« great fineſſe: we have been 
4% weeks at Valladolid, and lodge wi 
** a Caſtilian and Gallician, 
„ without eontradiction, two 
<< fellows of honour. We live 


are, 


6 chear, and amuſe ourſelves | 


* n 111 joi 
4 = ym if you will join us, 


7 ſcruples, and a profeſſed brother * 


our order. 
The 's frankneſs 
mine. Since you f to me 


4 with ſo little reſerve,” faid 1 

© him, „ it is but reaſonable that 
« ſhould explain myſelf in the ſame 
«« manner to you. Indeed, I am not 
«© a novice in a nn and if 
« my modeſty would allow me to re- 
% count my exploits, you would ſee 
etc that you have not] too advan- 
«« tageouſly-of my talents ; but I will 
, forbeat to launch out in ay oP 
« praiſe, and — ens aſe 
4 furing you, while I accept that 

* in — 3. EAT offered that 


« Iwill othin my- 
e 
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„ ſelf warthy of your choice.” As 
* ſaon as I ſignified, to this ambi- 
dexter, my conſent to augment the 
number of his comrades, he con- 
ducted, me to the place where they 
were, and introduced me to their 
acquaintance. It was here that I 
ſaw, for the firſt time, the illuſtri- 
ous Ambroſe de Lamela. Thoſe 

tlemen examined me touching 

{kill in the myſtery of appro- 
priating to one's ſelf, with addreſs, 
the effects of another. They want- 
ed to know if I underſlood the prin- 
ciples of their art; but I ſhewed 
them a great many ſtratagems which 
they did not know, and which ex- 
cited their admiration of my, ability. 
They were. ſtill more altoniſhed, 
when deſpibng the dexterity of my 
hand,” as a thing too common, I 
told them that I excelled in tricks 
which required, the aſſiſtauce of ge- 
nius. To convince them of this, I 
recounted the adventure of Jerome 
de Moyadas; and, upon the ſimple 
narration of that affair, they found 
me ſuch a ſuperior genius, that I 
was choſen their chief by unanimous 
conſent, .I ſoon juſtified their choice, 
by an infinite number of knaviſh 
deſigns, which we put in practice, 
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informing ſou]. When we had oc- 
caſion for an actreſs to carry on our 
projects, we made uſe of Camilla, 
who performed all her parts to ad- 
miration. 

A bout that time, our brother Am- 
broſe, being tempted to reviſit his 
native country, ſet out for Gallicia, 


HMuring us that we might depend 
on bis return, He 2 
1 deſire ;. and, on his way back again, 


W 9 
Sa a 
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going to Burgos, with an intention 
< of ing ome ſtroke, an inn- 
© keeper of his acquaintance intro- 


© duced him to the ſervice of Signior 
© Gil Blas of Santillane, with whoſe 
affairs he did not fail to make him 
© acquainted,—Signior Gil Blas, he 
added, addrefling himſelf to me, © you 
© know how we rid you of your port- 
© manteau, in our furniſhed lodgin 

< at Valladolid; and I don't don 

© that you fu Ambroſe of being 
the chief inſtrument of that theft. 
And you was in the right: for, at 
- © your arrival, he came and laid your 
+ fituation before us; and we, the gen- 


and of which I was, as it were, the 


© tlemen- undertakers; regulated ont. 
© ſelves accordingly. But you are ig. 


-*norant of the conſequences of that 


© adventure, which I will, therefore, 
© let you know. Ambroſe and I car- 
© ried off your portmanteayu ; and 
mounting your mules. took the road 
to Madrid, without , incumberin 
ourſelves with Camilla, or the reſt 
our comrades, who, without doubt, 
were as much ſurprized as you, at 
our Non-appearance next day. 
On the {econd day we changed our 
deſign; and, inſteathof going to Ma- 
drid, which I had not quitted wich- 
out cauſe, we paſſed by Zeberos, and 
continued our route as far as Toledo. 
In this city, our firſt. care was to 
dreſs ourſelves like gentlemen; then 
giving ourſelves out for two brothers 
of Gallicia, who travelled out of 
curioſity, we, ſoon became acquaint- 
ed with perſons of character. As 1 
had been ſo much accuſtomed to act 
the man of quality, I was eafily 
miſtaken for ſuch z and people being 
uſually dazzled: by expence, we im- 
pou upon every body by the gal- 
nt treats we began to give tg the 
ladies. Among the women 
I viſited, there was one who tauched 
my heart: I found her fairer than 


Camilla, and a good deal younger. 
I was defirous of knowing wd ſhe 
was, and learned that her name was 
Violante, and chat her huſband was 
a 8 who, cloyed already 
with her charms, purſued thoſe of 
a. courtezan whom he loved, This 
piece of information was enough to 
determine me to eſtabliſn Vielaute 
the ſovereign lady of my affection. 

© It was not long before ſhe 

© ceived her conqueſt ; I began to fol- 
© low her every where, and commit a 
© thouſand impertingnees; to perſuade 
© her that I wanted nothing more than 
to conſole her for the infidelity of 
© her ſpouſe. The fair ene made ber 
4 ions on the matter, which were 
« os that PENS I had the — 
ok knowing approbation of my 
© ſentiments, I Sri — from her a 
* billet, in anſwer to ſeveral which I 
© bad ſent to ber, by one of thoſe old 
* matrons Who are ſo ſerviceahlle in 
© Spain and Italy. The lady gave 
me to underſtand, that her huſbaod 
5 {upped every evening with bis miſ- 
* trels, and did not come home _ 


- 
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it was very latc. That ſame ni t 


« { went _ the windows of Vio- 


« Jants, 


« at the ſame hour, without prejudice 
« to the other acts of gallantry which 
ve ſhould be permitted to exerciſe in 
the day. | 


© Hithertos Don Balthazar, the huſ- 
band of my princeſs, came off very 


« cheaply; but I choſe to love natu- 
rally, and epaired one evening un- 


s der the lady's windows, with a de- 


« fign to tell her, that T could live no 
longer, if I did not enjoy a tete a 
« tite with her in à place more ſuit- 
„able to the exceſs of my love; an 
« indulgence which I had not, as yet, 
© been able to obtain. But juſt as 1 
got to the place, I ſaw a man come 
into the ſtreet, who ſeemed to ob- 
6 ſerve me: in effect, it was the huſ- 
© band, ho returned from the cour- 
« texan earlier than uſual, and who per- 
«© ceiving 4 cavalier near his houſe, 
« inftead of going in, walked to and 
«© fro in the ſtreet. I remained, for 
© ſome time, unreſol ved; but at laſt 
determined to accoſt Don Balthazar, 
hom I did not know, and of whom 
« ] was alſo utterly unknown: Sig- 
© nior Cavalier,” faid I to him, “ pray 
leave the ſtreet free to me for one 
« night z I will do as much for you 
© another time.“ Signior,” he re- 
* plied, «I was going to make the 


fame requeſt to yous I am in love 


« with a girl, whom her brother guards 
« like a dragon, and who lives not 
above twenty paces from hence; ſo 
« that I wiſh there was nobody in the 
« ſtreet.” “ There is one way,” ſaid 
I, « of ſatisfying us both, without 
% incommoding either: for, added 
I, ſhewing him his own houſe, the 
« lady whom I ſerve, lodges there; and 
« Jer us aſſiſt one another, if either of 
« us thould be attacked.” With 
* all my heart, he rephed; I will 
a po to my rendezyous, we will 
„ back one another ſhould there be 
% occaſion.” 80 ſaying, he left me; 
bet it was in order to obſerve me the 
better; and this the darkneſs of the 
* night permitted him to do with im- 
 punity, 


| As for my party I approached, in 


* 


entered into a moſt ten- 
« der converſation with her: after 
« which we agreed, at parting, to en- 
joy the ſame opportunity every night, 
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* ſecurity, the balcony of Violante, ' 
©'who 2. appeared, and we — 
* to converſe together, I did not Mil 
* ta ipfilt upon my queen's granting 
me a private interview in ſome par- 
* ticular place. She reſiſted my im- 
© portunities a little, to enhance the 
value of the favour which I demand- 


© ed; then ing a letter, whic 
©” the took at ef * Mod. 
© faid the; ** you will find in this billet 
« the promiſe of what you fo earneſtly 
„ deſite.“ She afterwards withdrew, 
© becauſe the hour at which her buſ- 
band uſually returned was at hand; 
pon which I ſecured the billet, and 
© advanced to the place where Don 
© Balthazar ſaid he was concerned: but 
© he having very well perceived what 
© I wanted with his SIR cams to me, 
© ſaying, © Well, Signior Cavalier, 
„are you ſatisfied with your 

« fortune ?"—** I have cauſe to be 
« fo,” I replied: and what” have 
« you done? has love fayoured r 
« addreſſes? — Ah, no!” fai he ; 
the curſed brother of the beauty 
whom I love is returned from a 
country: houſe, where I imagined he 
would Ray till to-morrow; and this 
miſchance has baulked me of the 
l with which I flattered'my- 
n L > 

© Don Balthazar and I made'm 

* proteſtations of friendſhip; and to 
© tie the knot of it the faſter, made'an 
appointment to meet next day in the 
© great ſquare. After we parted, he 
© went home, but mentioned not 

* word of what he knew to Violante. 
© Next day, he repaired to the roar 
„ ſquare, where I arriving a momen 
6 a him, we ſaluted one another 
« with demonſtrations of friendſhip, as 
© perfidious on one fide, as ſincere pn 
* the other. Then Don "Balthazar 
© made me the confident of a feigned 
© intrigue with the lady whom be had 
mentioned the preceding night; re- 
counting a long ſtory that he had in- 
« yented, in order to engage me in m 

© turn to tell him in what manner 1 
© had become acquainted with Vio- 
« {ante, I did not fail to fall into 
© the ſnare, and confeſs all with the 
« utmoſt frankneſs; I even ſhewed the 
„letter which 1 bad received from 


© her, and read the contents in theſe 
* words, | 4 


64 
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« T Shall dine to-morrow with Don- 

"A ** na Ines; you know where 
© the lives: it is in the houſe of that 
«4 faithful friend that I intend to give 
« you & private interview ; for I can 
« no longer refuſe that favour which 
* you ſeem to deſerve,” | 


« This, ſaid Don Balthazar, is 
«4 A billet which promiſes you the ac- 
« compliſhment of your wiſh; I con- 
4% gritulate you ben -hand, on the 
2 = that attends you. He 
© could not help being a little diſcon- 
* certed while he ſaid this ; but he eafi- 
© lyconcealed his trouble and confuſion 
© from me. 1 was fo much 
© by my hope, that I never thought of 
© obſerving my confident, who was 
7 obliged, . to N that 

I might not at perceive his agita- 
C — He ran to apprize his 2 
jn-law of this adventure 3 but I am. 
ignorant of what paſſed between 
them; all I know of the matter is, 
that Don Balthazar tame and knock - 
# ed at the door while I was with 
Volante, at the houſe of Donna 
4 Ines; and as ſoon as we learned 
« that it was he, I eſcaped at a back- 
«. door before he came in. As ſoon as 
5 I was gone, the ladies, whom the 
4 unforeſcen arrival of the huſband had 
4 diſconcerted; recollected themſelves, 
and received him with ſuch effronte- 
5. ry, that he ſuſpected I was, either 
«* concealed, or had made my eſcape. 
4 I cannot tell what he ſaid to Donna 
„ lies 2nd. his wife, becauſt it perey 
* came to my knowledge. 

_ * Meanwhile, without ſuſpecting that 
4 I was Don Balthazar's dupe, I went 
* away, curſing him, and r to 
©. the great ſquare, where I had 
* Fad to 2 I did 5 


5 him, however ; he had little af- 
©. fairs of his cn to manage; and the 
s rogue, was more fortunate than I. 
- ile 18 for him, I ſaw my 
«* perfidjoys confident arrive, who came 
* yp. to me with a gay air, and ſmil- 
ing, aſked news. of my interview with 
« my nymph at the bouſe of Donna 
5 * I don't know,” faid 1, 
„% what, demon, jealous of my - 
4% ſures, delights in thwarting them 
„ but while I was alone with my la- 
dy, prong her to make me happy, 
« her huſband, whom the devil . 


” * 
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% door; ſo that being obliged te get 
« off as faſt as I could, I retired * 
«© back - door, curſing to hell the trou- 
6 bleſome euckold who broke all my 
« meaſures ! ! I am truly. tor 
60 y Tin 9 who felt 
© 2 joy in ſeeing my vexation 
„% what an 2 inent huſband mat 
«© he be! I adviſe you to give him no 
« quarter.” —* O as for that, Ire- 
0 plies, „ will take your advice; and 
1 "0 you, that his honour 
o make it's exit this night: his 
« wife, when I left her, bid me not 
« be diſcouraged at ſo ſmall a matter; 
«© but be ſure to come under her win- 
« dow earlier than uſual, for ſhe was 
«© reſolved to admit me into hex houſe; 
« anddefired me, at all events, to come 
« attended with two or three friends, 
s for fear of furprize.”—** What a pru- 
« dent lady ſhe is aid he, I will, 
«« if you pleaſe, accompany thi-. 
% ther,” — Ah, my riend 1 
* cried I, in a tranſport of joy, while 
© I threw my arms around his neck 
„Lem infinitely obliged to you!” 1 
& will do more, he reſumed; I am 
% acquainted with a y fellow 
« who is another Caſar z he ſhall be 
« of the party, and then you may 
& boldly confide in your eſcorts.” 

© ] did not know what acknowledy- 
ments to make to this new friend, 
« ſa much was I charmed with his 
© zeal, Jn ſhort, I accepted the ſuc- 
© cour which he offered, and appointing 
© to meet in the twilight under Vio- 
© lante's balcony, we parted for that 
« time, He went to find his brother+ 
© in-law, who was the Caſar in queſ- 
tion; and I took a turn till the even- 
ing with Lamela, Who (though he 
+ was ſurpriged at the ardour with 
« which Don, Balthazar eſpouſed my 
0 — di ſtruſtod him no more than 
I: e fell nodding into the ſnare ; 
* which, I own, was unpardenable in 
« people of our experience, When I 
© thought it was time to preſent myſelf 
© before Vivlante's window, Ambroſe 
and. I appeared upon the ſpot, armed 
« with rapiers ; and there we 
* found the lady's buſhand, with ano- 
* ther man, waiting, for us, - withont 
« flinching.. Don Baltbazax, accoit- 
ing me, and ſhewing hig brother-in- 
© law, faid, © Signior, this is the ca- 
%% valier whoſe bravery I ol led ſo 
« much, Get into the houſe of your 
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« miltreſs, and let not any anxiety hin- 
«« der you from enjoying the per- 
« fect felicity.” 

« After ſome mutual compliments, 
I knocked at my nymph's door, which 
« being opened by a kind of duenna, 
I entered; and, without taking no- 
« tice of what paſſed behind me, ad- 
« yanced info à hall where Violante 
© was, While L ſaluted the lady, the 
two traitors, who had followed me 
into the houſe, and ſhut the door ſo 
« haſtily after them that Ambroſe was 
left in the ſtreet, diſcovered them - 
© ſelves, You may eakly imaginethat 
© we then came to, blows. Both of 
© them charged me at once ; but I 
© found them work enough, and em- 
C 2 them in ſuch a manner, that 
« perhaps they repented they had not 
© choſe a ſurer conveyance for their re- 
« yenge. I ran the huſband through 
' the body; and his brother-in-law, 
© ſeeing him out of the queſtion, got 
© to the door, which the duenna and 
© Violante had opened to make their 
* eſcape while we were engaged. | 
pur him into the ſtreet, where 1 
« rejoined Lamela, who not being able 
© to rack oog word 9 — women 
in their flight, did not iſely know 
« what to think of A nei he had 
heard. We returned to the tavern 
* where we lodged, ſecured our moſt 
valuable effects, and mounting our 
« mules, rode out of the city, without 
« waiting for day. 

Knowing very well that this affair 
* might have bad conſequences, and 
* that a fearch would be made at 
Toledo, which we were in the right 
* to anticipate, we went to bed at 
* Villarubia, at an inn where, ſome 
time after, a merchant of Toledo ar- 
* rived, in his way to Segorba. As 
* we fu in his company, he re- 
* counted the tragical adventure of 
© Violante's huſband; and was ſo far 
© from ſuſpecting us to be concerned, 
* that we boldly aſked of him all man- 
ner of queſtions about tbe affair. 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, « juſt as I 
** ſet out this morning, I heard of the 
* melancholy accident.. Search was 
made every where for Violante, and 
4% I was told that the corregidor, who 
is related to Don Balthazar, has re- 
* folved to ſpare nothing in diſcover- 
ing the murderers. This is all I 
know of the matter,” 
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_ © Though I was not much alarmed 
© at the ſearch of the idor, I re- 
© ſolved to quit New Caſtile imme - 
© diately : retelling, that when Vio- 
© lante ſhould be found, 

ö c— all, and on her 

of my on to the judge, 
« would ap in — p. pu or 
© this reaſon, the very next day, we 
© avoided the highway, — pre- 
* caution ; Lamela being luckily ac 
* quainted with three-fourths of Spain, 
and particularly with the bye - ways, 
© through which we could ſecurely re- 
pair into Arragon. Inſtead of going 
© ſtraight to Cuenca, we kept ſamong 
the mountains adjacent to that city ; 
and through paths that were not un- 
* known to ide, arrived at 2 
« grotts which looked very much like 
an hermitage; and, indeed, it was 
the (ame to hich you came laſt night 
« for an aſylum. | 

While I was conſidering the coun- 
* try around, which preſented to my 
view a charming rural proſpet, my 
companion faid to me, I paſſed 
„ by this place fix years ago, at which 
time that grotto ſerved as a retreat 
„ to an old hermit, who gave me z 
very charitable reception, entertain= 
„ing me with a ſhare of his provi- 
« fions. I remember that he was z 
"6 holy man, and harangued me 
« with a diſcourſe that had almoſt de- 
© tached me from the world : perhaps 
% he is ſtill alive; I will go and fee.” 
* So ſaying, the curious Ambroſe a- 
« lighted from his mule, and entercd 
© the hermitage; where having ftaid 
© ſome minutes, he returned, calling 
© to me, Come hither, Don Ra- 
„% phacl; come and ſeea very affecting 
© ſcene.“ "2 

© I alighted immediately; and, ty- 
ing our mules to a tree, followed 
Lamela into the grotto, where I per- 
ceived an old anchorite, pale and dy- 
ing, ſtretched at his full length up- 
on à truckle-bed. A white beard, 

buſhy, covered his whole breaſt ; 
and in his hands, claſped together, 
a a large twiſted roſary. At 
the noiſe we made in * 
him, be opened his eyes, which deat 
had already began to cloſez and, 
after having looked at us for a mo- 
ment, ſaid, * Wholoeyer you are, 
« my brethren, profit by the ſpectac le 
that now preſents itſell to 21 
Ng ve 
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I have lived fi in the world, 
% and fixty in this ſolitude. Ab! how 
46 at this moment, ſeems the 
time which I have beſtowed on my 
4 and, on the contrary, 
« — does that appear which I 
% have conſecrated to penitence and 
«© devotion! Alas, I am afraid that 
©. the autteritics of brother John have 
< not ſufficiently expiated the fins of 
the Licentiate Don Juan de Solis! 
. © He had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, 
© than heexpired, leaving us very much 
affected with his death. Objects of 
© this ſort always make ſome impreſ- 
© hon even on the greateſt libertines: 
© but we did not retain it long; we 
© ſoon forgot what he had ſaid to us, 
© and began to take an inventory of 
© every thing in the hermitage ; an em- 
© ployment not very laborious, all his 
© furniture conſiſtipg in what you may 
© have obſerved in the grotto. Bro- 
© ther John was not only ill provided 
with furniture, but alſo kept a very 
© bad larder ; for all the proviſion we 
© found was, a few filberts, and ſome 
© cruſts of barley-bread, ſo hard as to 
© be, in all appearance, proof againft 
© the gums of the holy man; 1 ſay, 
© his gums, becauſe we obſer ved that 
© he had loſt all his teeth. All that 
this ſolitary habitation contained, and 
© all that we beheld, made us regard 
© the good anchorite as a | ene ſaint; 
We were ſhocked, indeed, at one 
thing 3 we opened a paper folded in 
the form of a letter, which he had laid 
upon the table, and in Which he 
brgged, that the perſon who ſhould 
read it, would carry his rofary and 
ſandals to the Biſhop of Cuenca. We 
did not know with what intention 
this new father of the deſart could 
deſire to make ſuch a preſent to his 
biſhop ; this ſeemed an outrage a+ 
gainſt humility, and the behaviour 
of a man who wanted to ſet up for 
canonization ;. and perhaps there was 
nothing in it but pure fimplicity, 
tor 1 don't pretend to decide the 
matter. ' 
While we diſcourſed together on 
this ſubject, a pleaſant thought came 
into Lamela's head. Let us ſtay,” 
* ſaid he, „ in this hermitage, and dil- 
guiſe ourielves like anchorites, hav- 
« ing firſt buried brother Fu. Lou 
« mall paſs for him, and I, under the 
name ot brother Anthony, will go 
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6g ing in the nei towns 
and villages, Beſides our being fe. 
“ cure from the enquiries of the cor. 
„ regidor, for I don't believe he will 
« think of ſearching for us here, I 
© have ſome good acquaintance at Cu- 
« enca, which we may cultivate,” I 
© approved of this extravagant pro- 
„ polal, not ſo much from Ambroſe's 
© reaſons, as out of pure whim, ora 
© defire of acting a part in a play. 
© About thirty or forty paces from the 
* grotto, we dug a grave, in which 
© we modeſtly interred the old ancho- 
rite, after having ſtripped him of his 
cloaths ; that is,'a — robe tied 
about his middle with a leather gir - 
dle: we likewiſe cut off his beard, 
to make a falſe one for me; and, in 
ſhort, after having performed his fu- 
neral, took poſſeſſion of the her- 
mitage. 
© We fared poorly the firſt day, be- 
ing obliged to live on the proviſions 
of the 'defunA z but next morning, 
before day, Lamela ſet out in order 
to ſell the two mules at Toralva, and 
returned in the evening loaded with 
victuals, and other things which he 
had purchaſed. He brought'e 
thing that was neceſſary for our tranſ- 
formation : he made for himſelf a 
ruſſet gown, and a little red beard of 
horfe-hair, which he fixed ſo artifi- 
cially to his ears, that one would 
have ſworn it was the natural pro- 
duct of his chin. There is not 2 
more dexterous young fellow in the 
world than he „ who likewiſe weaved 
the beard of brother John, which 
he 2 to my face, and my brown 
woollen cap ſerved to cover the arti- 
ſice; ſo that there was nothing want - 
ing to our diſguiſe. We found each 
ather ſo pleaſantly equipped, that we 
could not, withont laughing, behold 
ourſelves in this dreſs, which truly 
was nat very ſuitable to 6ur real 
characters. Together with brother 
John's robe, I wore his rotary and 
© ſandals, of which I made no ſcruple 
to deprive the Bilhop of Cuenca. 
We had been already three days 
© in the hermitage, without ſeeing 2 
* (cul appear; but on the fourth, two 
+ peaſants entered the grotto, bring- 
© ing bread, cheeſe, and onions, to the 
defunct, whom they ftill thought 
© alive. As ſoon as I perceived them, 
I threw wyſelf on my bed ; and it 
© was 
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* way no difficult matter to deceive 
them; for, beſides that there was not 
© light enough to enable them to di- 


« finguiſh my features, I imitated as 


« welt as I could the voice of brother 
John, whoſe laſt words I had heard; 
and they had no ſuſpicion of the cheat. 
. only ſurpriaed to meet 
another hermit there; which when 
« Lamela ived, he ſaid, with an 
© hypocritical air, © My brethren, be 
© not ſurprized —— 7 ſoli- 
« tude 3 I have quitted an hermit 
« J poſſeſſed in Arra n, — 
« ther and attend the venerable and 
« ſage brother John, who in his ex- 
« treme old age has occakon for a 
« comrade who can provide for his ne- 
« ceflities.”” The peaſants ink- 
©. nite praiſe 8 the charity of rage 
6 2 t joy in being a 
© to boaſt of — — holy — 
© ages in their country. 
.« Lamela, with a 
* which he had not forgot to purchaſe, 
« went a begging for the firſt time in 
the city of Cuenca, which is but 2 
© ſmall league from the hermi 
With a devout e which he 
© had received from Nature, and the 
art of making rantage of it, which 
© he poſſeſſed in a ſupreme degree, he 
did not fail to extort alms from cha- 
© ritable people, with hoſe liberalities 
© he filled his havreſack. Mr. Am- 
% broſe,” ſaid I to him at his return, 
« I congratulate you upon your ha 
« talent of melting the ſouls of Chtiſ- 
— — 
fo a i | amo 
the 88 I have — 
« ſomething elſe,” anſwered he, © than 
% filled my knapſack: you muſt know, 
have diſcovered a certain nymph 
© called Barba, whom I former! 
* loved, and whom I have foun 
* ſtrangely altered 3 ſhe, like us, has 
* turned devotee, and lives with two 
or three ſiſters of the ſame claſs, who 
« edify the world in publick, and in 
% private lead ſeandalous lives. As 
*« ſhe did not know me at firit, © How! 
„Madam Barba,” faid I, is it poſ- 
*« {ible that you do not recollect one 
of your old friends, your admirer 
* Ambroſe?” — By my faith! Sig- 
„ nier' de Lamela,” -cried the, I 
5 ſhould never buy — Red to ſee 
** you again in the t you wear! 
Tx, By what adveature are you. become 
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© hermit ?“ —“ I cannot tell you at 
% preſent,” I replied; © the detail is 
„ ſomewhat long; but I will come 
back to-morrow. to gratify your 
« curioſity, and bring alon 22 
„ my companion brother John 
Brother John!“ ſaid ſhe, interrupt 
ing me; © what, the good anchorite 
« who lives in the hermitage near this 
„% city! Sure you joke; they {ay he is 
% more than an hundred years old. 
— It is true,” ſaid I to her, „that 
he was once of that age but he has 
© grown a great deal younger within 
„ theſe few days, and is at pt 
© no older than I.. — “ Well, op 
0 — _ _ you, replied 
daz I ſee is ſome in 
« the cafe,” | | wee | 
We did not fail the next day, 2s 
© ſoon. as it was dark, to go to the 
© houſe of thoſe bigots, who had pre- 
< pared a ſumptuous entertainment for 
our reception. We immediately took 
© off our beards and hermits dreſs, 
and, without ceremony, told them 
* who we were. On their fide, for 
fear of being indebted to us for our 
© frankneſs, they ſhewed what falſc 
«* devotees are capable of, when they 
© baniſh grimace.. We ſpent almott 
all the night at table, and did not 
« retire to our grotto. till the dawn. 
« We returned thither again. in a.very 
© ſhort time; or rather, did the ſame 
thing (almoſt every day) during three 
months; in which time we 
« two-thirds of our money with t 
* nymphs ; but one being ſuſpicious 
« of our characters, diſcovered the 
s whole, and has informed juſtice a- 
« gainſt us, which this day intended to 
« viſit the hermitage, and ſecure our 
« perſons. Yeſterday, Ambroſe, while 
« he was begging at Cuenca, met one 
of our filters, who gave him a note, 
« ſaying, ** One of my friends wrote 
6 this — to me, which I was going 
4 to ſend to you by an expreſs : ſhew 
4c it to brother John, ànd take your 
« meaſures accordiagly. It was this 
© billet, gentlemen, which Lamela fle- 
© livered to me in your preſence, aud 
£ which has made us quit ſo ſuddenly 
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Fits, AND THE ADVENTURE 
WHICH HAPPENED TO THEM 
WHEN THEY DESIGNED TO 
LEAVE THE WOOD. 


7 HEN Don Raphael had ended 
his narration, which I thought 
little tedious, Don Alphonſo was ſo 
Polite as to ſay, it had diverted him 
very much. Then Signior Ambroſe 
and addreſſing himſelf to his 
Fellow-adventurer, « Don Raphael,” 
Kid he, © confider that the ſun is ſet; 
© jt will be proper, methinks, to deli- 
© berate upon what we are to do.'— 
ou are in the right,“ replied his 
comrade; we muſt determine upon 
the place to which we go next.'— 
It is my opinion, reſumed Lamela, 
© that we ſhould ſet forward without 
„ Jofs of time; reach Requena this 
night, and to-morrow enter the king- 
dom of Valencia, where we will give 
the rein to our induſtry; and, I fore- 
# ſee, perform ſome ſucceſsful ſtrokes. 
His confederate, who, on that ſubject, 
believed his preſage infallible, aſſented 
to his opinion : as for Don Alphonſd 
and me, leaving ourſelves to the con- 
duct of theſe honeſt , we waited 
in ſilence the reſult of the conference. 
It being therefore reſolved that we 
mould take the road pony — 
n to Prepare ourtelves e 
wet x made another meal like 
t in the morning; and loading the 
Horſe with the bottle and the remains 
of our proviſions, the approach of night 
lent us that darkneſs which we needed 
for our more ſecure travelling, and we 
ſhed forward to get out of the woed : 
Gut we had not gone an hundred yards 
when we diſcovered among the trees 4 


1ght that made us very uneaſy, « What 
2 is the meani — — 
nel; * perhaps the ferrets of juſ- 

© tice havin — us from Cuenca, 


© underſtand that we are in this foreſt, 
© and are come hither to ſearch.”—* I 
don't believe that, faid Ambreſe; 
* theſe are rather travellers, who being 
< Turprized by the night, have come in- 
© to this wood to wait for day. But,” 
wdded he, © I may. be miſtaken. 

© will go and recomoitre while you 
© ſtay here, and I will be back in a 
moment. 80 ſaying, he advanced 
towards the light, which was not far 
off, and appro it ſoftly. Puſh- 
the leaves and boughs 
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that were in his way, and peeping with 
all the attention which the thing ſeem- 
ed to deſerve, he faw on the graſs, 
round a candle that tuck burning in 
A — clay, four men ſitting, who 
had juſt diſpatched a pye, and emptied 
a pretty large leathern bottle, which 
embraced in their turns. He like. 
wile perceived, at ſome diſtance from 
them, a and gentleman tied to 
trees; and a little farther, a chaiſe 
with ewo mules richly caparifoned. 
He at once, that the men were 
robbers ; and their diſcourſe, which he 
overheard, aſſured him that he was not 
miſtaken in his conſecture. The four 
banditti ſſed an equal defire of 
poſſeſſing the lady who had fallen into 
their hands, and talked of cafting lots 
for her. Lamela having full = Jon 
ed himſelf of the matter, med us, 
and made a faithful report what hy 
had ſeen and heard. ; 
Upon which Alphonfo ſaid, Gen- 
5 tlemen, that lady and cavalier, whom 
* the robbers have bound to trees, art 
; 

c 


s perha ns of the firſt quali 
4 ws 1 
time co the barharity and beutali 
* of thieves l Take my advice; let 
* attack theſe banditti, and put them 
all ro death.“ With all my heart,” 
3 *I am as to 
4 


ſaid Don 
do a - as a bad — 
droſe, on his x i is will- 
- U to lend u rand ro 18 

enterprize ; * far which, faid he, 
« I foreſee we shall be well — 
s penſed. I dare likewiſe affirm, that 
on this occaſion I was not at all afraid 
of the danger; and that no knight-cc- 
rant ever more readineſs to fuc- 
cour damſels in diftrefs. But, not to 
conceal the truth, the danger was not 
ti for Lamela having reported that 
arms of the robbers were all in a 
heap at the diſtance of ten gy twelve 
paces from them, it was no Uiffieult 
matter for us to execute our deſign. 
We orgy mo a I 
proac s as as le, 
place where ey * n with 

twarmth ; and making a noe that 

us to ſurprise them, we m 

ourſelves miſters of their arms, before 
we were diſcovered ;- then firing 4 
volley upon them, ſtretched them all 
breathleſs on the pot. 


During this execution, the light go- 
remained in derkgels; 


'out, we ren 
ing | ol 
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but for all chat, did not delay to-untie tid 


che ed by there four: har they had 
en their rear, t 

. to thank us for — we 
had in their behalf. It is true, 
indeed, they did not as yet know whe - 
ther to look upon us as their deliver- 
ers, or as a new troop of banditti, who 
had not reſcued them from the others 
with any intention to uſe them better : 
but we encouraged them, by proteſting 
that we would conduct to an inn, 
which Ambroſe affirmed was not more 
than half a league from thence; and 


that they might there take all neceſſary - 


autions for their ſecurity, in goin 
whither their affairs called . Af. 
ter this aſſurance, with which they 
ſeemed very well fatisfied, we replaced 


them in their chaiſe, and brought them 
out of the wood, leading the mules. 
by the bridle. Our anchorites after- 
wards examined the of the 
vanquiſhed, took care of Don Alphon- 
ſo's horſe, ſecurtd thoſe — 4 ona 
to the thieves, which we found tied to 
trees near the field of battle; and car- 
rying them all off, followed brother 

nthony, who mounted one of the 


mules, in order to guide the chaiſe to 


the inn; at which, however, we did 
not arrive in lefs time than two hours, 
although he had affured us that it was 
* far from the wood. i 
' Every in the houſe being a-bed, 
we knocked Joudly at the Gm z upon 
which the landlord and his wife got up 
in 2 hurry, and were not ſorry to ſee 
their reſt interrupted by the arrival of 
an equipage, which. they thought 
would have ſpent more money than it 
did. The whole inn was lighted in a 
moment; Don Alphonſo and the il- 
luſtrious ſon of Lucinda offered their 
hands to help the cavalier.and lady, ut 
of the chaiſe, and even ſerved them as 
uſhers to the chamber whither the lnad= 
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lord conducted them. There = — 
many compliments paſſed; and we wen 

net 2 little aſtoniſhed, when we under- 
ſtood it was the Count de Polan him 


ſelf, and his * nap Seraphina, whom 


we had deli It is impoſſible to 
deſcribe the ſurprize of that lady, as 


well as of Don Alphonſo, when they 
recollected each other. 


The count 
took no notice of it, ſo much was he 
otherwiſe engroſſed, in recounting to 
us in what manner the robbers had at- 
tacked him; and how had ſeized 
his daughter and him, after having 
killed his poſtilion, page, and valet de 
chambre: be ended with telling us, that 
he had a deep ſenſe of the obligation 
he lay under to us; and if we would 
come to him at Toledo, where he 
ſhould be in a month, we ſhould ſee 
whether or not he was ungrateful. 
Nor did the daughter of this noble- 
man forget to thank us for ber happy 
deliverance : -and- as Raphael an 
imagined we ſhould pleaſe Don Al- 
phonſo, by giving him an — 
of talking a moment in private wit! 
that young widow, we gratified his 
defire, by amuſing the Count de Po- 
lan. «Fair Seraph 


ina l' ſaid Don Al- 
phonſo to the lady, in a low voice, 
© I will no longer complain of the fate 
© that compels me to live like a man 
© baniſhed from civil ſociety, ſince 1 
© have been ſo happy as to contribute 
© to the i ice which you 
© have received. How !' anſwered 
ſhe, fighing, is it you who have ſaved 
© my life and honour? Is. it to you 
© that my father and I are ſo much in- 
© debted? Ah, Don Alphonſo! why 
«© did you kill my brother? She ſaid 
no more: but he eaſily perceived 
theſe words, and the tone * 
ey were pronounced, that if he way 
axe Be in loye with Serapbina, ſhe 
was no leſs enamoured of him, | 
R 
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CHAP: a AL which are between 


zun eonbver or ort, vr An AND 
n COMPANIONS, AFTER THEY 
UVITTED THE COUNT 'DE 70 
"LIN; THe lrrokranr po- 
- FECT WHICH alBROsE FOR! BD; 
U AND THE MANNER i WHIca r 


was EXECYTED, ow 
HE- — * Tek 
| baving*ſpent one 'balf 
of — The ln _ 
ing — 
| wo mig it d raed 
his Jepela pon 


landlord, in order ito conſult with 


him about the means of getting in 
ſafety to Turis, whither he deſigned 
to go. We left thatnobleman to take 
his meaſures accordingly ; and, depart- 
ing from the inn, fol owed the _ 
that Lamela was pleaſed to chuſe. 
After having travelled two — 
day ſurprized us near Campelio; upon 


and Requena, and there 
2 the by in repo . 
pour 2 


Vy the money 84 

e for 2 7 54 h 

ſtoles were found in their pockets. 

ſoon as it was dark, we ſet orward 

* and next morning entered the 
ngdom of Valencia. We retired to 

the firſt wood thit pre ſented itſelf to 


our „ and puſfuing a into 
it; ar ed at rom. N which 4 
line water gently glided 


1 th 2 f the 
t's way to join the 0 
Giri +: Toe | made projected 
by the trees, EY rj which the 
ace afforded in abundance to our 
Forts, would have determined us to 
halt here, even if we had not been re- 
ſolved upon it before. We alighted, 
therefore, and , to pal the 

* ut, when we 
_ r found very litt le 
proviſion left. We began to want 


The Guadalaviar, a river of Spain, riſes on the confines of Arragon and New 
4 and, after a ſoutk · caſt courſe through Valencia, falls into the ſea below the city 


ame, 


bread, - 
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p Y bread," added 


« treats ave but diſagreenble without 
« Bacchus and Ceres; our — J 
« muſt will that 
« purpale an handſome 
« town not leagues from * 
© hence 3 fo? will ſoon 
be ſi niſhed fixed the 
bottle and ond of the 


: 


of 
went out of e dere 
that promiſed Ne. 
He did not back, however, o 
ſoon as we more than half 


88, 
12 


: 


phael, and all the world : 
* — the, 
dayi words, 


he 


hoſe z one of thoſe inkborns 


P 
; and a padloc ck 
with a | „ and green wax 3 and 
when be had-exhibited his whole pur- 


chaſe, Don Raphael ſaid to bim in a 
joculat way, Egad, Mr. Ambroſe, 
it muſt be confeſſed you have made 
« ſine bargain?! What uſe, if ou 
* pleaſe, do ou intend to make'of it 
— An admirable one ! replied Lame- 
la: *all theſe things 
ten Youbloons; and I am perſuaded 
that they will bring us in mare than 
* five hundred ; you depend upon 
© it, I am none of thoſe who incumber 
* themſelves with 'uſtieſs effects; and 
to convince that I did not b 

all this like à fool, I will - 
© cate the projet I have formed, 


% Jew as ever Pilate was; 


Simon's houſe. . A 


tranſport of joy; 


« 192 
he, I went into a 
cnak's ſhop, Where I ordered fix gar- 


£ and 
re pos n 500 


% he has affronted me in the ſhop x 
* the covetous wretch wbuld not give 
6 me credit for ſix ells of cloth, though 
« he knows well that I am a re- 
be ſponſible man, and that he 
5 can loſe notbing by me. Is not be 
40 imal? He ſells willingly 


<< on credit to peaple of quality, and 


44 had rather venturt with them, than 


5 ablige an honeſt citizen without an 
% riſque... Was there ever ſuch | 
% neſs? Damned Jew 1 would he were 
taken in! My wiſh»will be one 
% dy accompliſtied.: There are mer> 
« chants enough of my opinion.. 
0 ing the tradeſman ſpeak in 
© this manner, aud ſay. a great 
© other things af the fame nature, f 
© had a certain; farewarnidg: that 
© ould cheat this! Samuel, Simon. 
„Friend, - aid- 1 to the man who 


* a0 « what is the charaſtar 
„of this perſen whom you ion 
* A ver bad ane, — he 


„ haſtily; “ T aſſure you he as arank 


„% uſurer, though he affects the man- 


4 ners of a benevolent man. He wis 
% a Jew, and tamned Catholick but, 
« in his beatz be is still as mheh a 


for they ſay 

4 he abjured for intereſt,” [2 * 
1 lent an attentive-car to all the 

« diſconeſe of the tradeſman ; and did 
„not fail, when I came out of the 
5. cook's to enquire. for Samuel 
 ſhewed it 
to mie: I ſurveyed wm 5 
6. mined every thing; my. unagi- 
« — ready at a call, ſketched out 


4 which 1 digeſted, and 
Vhich appeared f the valet 
* of $i „Gil Blas. I went to 
* a 's, where I bought theſe 


* cloaths; one ſuit for acting an in- 


4 , another to repreſent a ſeri - 

6 —_ and the _ for playing the 

6 An alguazi * 

| A, us Agron 3 cried 

Don Ra interrupting him, in'a 

2 . wiaty wondertvl 
C23 


idea! 
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„idea! what u glotious plan! L am 
<:jealous of the invention ; and would 
« willingly give up the greateſt ſtrokes 
© of my life, to be thought the author 
« of 22 ſcheme! Yes, Lame- 
la, added he, I ſee all the richneſs 
© of thy deſign, the execution of which 
bought to give thee no uneaſineſs. 
Thou baft occaſion for two good ac- 
tors to ſecond thee; and they are al- 
5 ready found. Thou, who haſt the 
air of à devotee, will act the in- 
4 quiſitor very well; H will repre- 
© ſent the ſecretary; and Signior Gil 
© Blas, if he . pleaſes, ſhall play the 
„part of an alguazil. Thus, con- 
tinued he, are the cues diſtributed : 
to. morro we will act the piece, and 
ll anſwer for it's ſucceſs, unleſs 
ſome of thoſe unlucky accidents hap · 
pen, which confound the beſt-con 
* cened deſg ns. | 
I conceived as yet but very confuſed- 
iy the project which Don Raphael liked 
o much ʒ but the whole was explain- 
ed to me at ſupper, and the trick ſeem- 
ed ingenious. bas diſpatched 
part of our veniſon,” and made our 
'teatherry bottle und A' copious eva- 
cuation, we ſtrete hed ourſelves upon 
the graſs, and were aſleep in a very 
mort time. Get up, get up l cried 
Signior Ambroſe, at day- break; © peo- 
ple who have great eaterprizes to exe- 
cute, ought not to be lazy. Deuce 
take you, Mr. Inquiſitor ! ſaid Don 
Raphael, waking; how alert you are 
that bodes no good to Mr. Simon.“ 
I grant it,” replied Lamela; * and 


will moreover tell you, I dreamed 
© this night, that I plucked the harrs 


d ſtom his beard: is not that a vil- 
A lainous dream for him, Mr. Secre- 
, tar y? Theſe jokes were followed 
by a thouſand more, which put us all 
238 good: humour: we made a chearful 
-break faſt, and then prepared for act- 
ing our ſeveral parts. Ambroſe put 
on the long gown and cloak, which 
gave him all the air of a commiſſ- 
: of the Holy Office; Don Raphael and 
4 27 ourſelves likewiſe, fo as to 
bear à prett reſemblance to a 
Aecretary ind Fail, We employed 
A good deal of time in diſguiſing our- 
-ſelyes ;; and it was paſt two o clock in 
the afternoon when we quitted the 
*wood,. and ſet out for Xelva. It is 
true, indeed, we were in no hurry, as 
our comedy would not begin before 


the twilight : we therefors went at 
a, very flow pace, and ſtopping at the 
ctty-gate, waited there till nigut. 
As foon as it was dark, we left our 
horſes in this place to tlie care of Don 
AN who was very glad that he 
no other to —— Don 
Raphael, Ambroſe, and I, went im- 
mediately into a publican's in the neigh- 
bourhood 5 and Mr. Inquiſitor goin 
foremoſt, ſaid to the landlord: wi 
great gravity, © Maſter, 1 want to talk 
with you in private. The landlord 
carried us into a parlour, where La- 
mela-finding him alone with us, ſaid, 
+ Lam commiſſary off the Holy Office, 
© come hither upon 'y rmportant 
affair. At theſe the publi- 
can grew pale, and replĩed with a faul- 
tering voice, that he hoped he had 
iven no cauſe — — to che Holy 
quilition :' Therefore, replied Am- 
broſe, © it has no intention to give you 
any trouble: — forbid too 
prompt to puniſh, it ſhould confound 
1 guilt ! it is ſevere, 
„but always juſt: in-a- word, one 
muſt deſerve it's chaſtiſements before 
© he feels them. It was not you. who 
© brought me to Xelva, but a certain 
* merchant, called Samuel Simon, of 
« whom-we have received a very bad 
report +-it 38 {aid that he is till a Jew, 
© and embraced Chriſtianity through 
matives purely carnal. I order you, 
therefore, in the name of the 


. write the depoſition of the landlord; 
who, on his part, proteſted! that he 
would not betray tue truth. Well 


Athen, ſaid the — — 
ebe, let us begin: anſwer only to 
* my queſtions; 1 aſk no more. Do 
you tee Samuel Simon frequent the 
church It is what I have not 
.< obſerved,” ſaid the publicany I don't 
remember to have ſeen him at church. 
Good Feried the inquiſitor. r* 
6 
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®* that he is never ſeen at church. 
4 don't fay fo, Mr. Commiſſary, re- 
plied the landlord; r that 
« ] never ſaw him there: may be 
« in the ſame. church with me, _—_— 
. don't perceive him.. Friend, 
ſaid Lamela, you forget that you 
« muſt not, in your examination, ex- 
© cule Samuel Simon: I have told you 
« the conſequences” of it. You muſt 
mention only thoſe things that are 
« againſt him, and not one wort in bis 
favour.— If that be the caſe, Sig- 
« nior Licentiate, reſumed the land- 
lord, you can't reap much from my 
depoſition ; I am not acquainted with 
© the merchant in queſtion, therefore 
© can ſay neither good nor ill of him; 
£ but if you want to know how he 
© lives-in his own family, I will go 
© and call Gaſpard his prentice, whom 
5 you may interrogate: he comes here 
« ſometimes, to make merry with his 
friends ; and ſuch a tongue! he will 
© diſcover the whole life and conver- 
£ ſation of his maſter 3 and, I warrant 
it, find employment enough for your 
6 ſecretary.” * 1 
like your frankneſs, faid Am- 
broſe; -— aq ſhew your zeal for 
the Holy Office, by informing me of 
4 a, man acquainted | with the morals 
of Simon. I will ceport you to the 
inquiſition. Make haſte, then, con- 
tinued he, and bring hither that ſame 
+ Gaſpard whom you mention. But 
* do — diſcreetly, that his maſter 
© may have no ſuſpicion of what paſſes.” 
The publican acquitted himſelf of his 
commiſſion with great ſecreſy and dili- 
gence, and brought along with him 
the merchant's prentice, who was juft 
ſuch avery talkative young fellow as we 
wanted. Welcome, child, faid La- 
mela to him; * you ſee, in me, an in- 
* quifitor nominated by the Holy Office 
to take information againſt Samuel 
Simon, who is accuſed of Judaiſm. 
© You. live with him, and of conſe- 


* quence. are witneſs to the greateſt. 


part of his behaviour. I believe it 
is unneceſſary to advertiſe you of the 
© obligation you are under to declare 
all that you know of him, when 1 
order you to do ſo in the name of 
the Holy Inquifition.'—* Signior Li- 
centiate, replied the young man, 
I am very ready to ſatisfy you on 
© that head, without being command- 
ed in che name of the Holy Othce, If 


* my miſter was to take me for his 
* text, I am perfuaded that he would 
not ſpare me; I will therefore deal 


* as plainly with him, and tell you} id 


„the firft place, that he is a eſoſt 
© hunks, whoſe” true ſentiments ir is 
* impoſſible to diſcover; one who af 
© fedts all the exteriors of a holy man; 
* but bas not one ſcruple of virtue 

bottom. He goes every evening td 
the houſe of a little Abigail.” 1 
© am glad to hear that, ſaid Ambroſe, 
interrupting him; © and I fee, by what 
* you tay, that he is a man of bad 
* morals : but, anſwer preciſely to the 
* queſtions I am going to aſk; I and 
« particularly enjoined to learn what 
are his ſentiments with reſpect to re- 


* ligion. Tell me, do vod eat por 


in your houfe P=* 1 don't think, 
replied — © that we have ate of 
it twice during the whole year that I 
have lived with him. Very well,” 
reſumed maſter-inquilitor : write, ſe- 
« cretary,' that pdrk is never eaten in 
* the houſe of Samuel Simon. But, 
to make amends for that, continued 
he, you doubtleſs eat lamb ſome- 
times. Yes, ſometimes," replied 
the prentice, we have ſome; for ex- 
ample, laſt Eaſter. A lueky epo- 
cwcha ] cried the commiſſary.” Write, 

ſecretary, that Simon keeps the 
over. This goes on excellently well! 
and, methinks we have received good 
“intelligence. 5 
© Befides, you muſt tell me, friend, 
added Lamela, if you have never ſeen 
vour maſter careſs little chiſd ren. 
A thouſ#nd times, replied Gaſpard 3 
« when he ſees little boys paſs by bis 
* ſhop, if they are at all handſome, he 
© ſtops and fondles them.“ Write, 
© Mr. Secretary, faid the inquiſitor, 
interrupting him, © that Samuel Simon 
is violently ſuſpected of decoying 
« Chriſtian children into his houſe, in 
© order to cut their throats.” A fine 
6 — * indeed ! — Oh, ho! Mr. 
© Simon, you ſhall have to do with 
© the Holy Office, take my word forit! 
0 — muſt not imagine that you will 
© be allowed to make your barbarous 
* ſacrifices with impunity. —Courage ! 
© zealous Gaſpard, ſaid he to the pren- 
tice; „declare all that you know of 
« the matter; and give us to under- 
s ftand, that this falſe Catholick is 
* more attached than ever to the Jew- 
iſh cultpms apd ceremonies. Does 
* | not 


i ſpend one day of the week 
jn total mation 7 No, anſwered 
© I have not obſerved that: 
ive that on ſome days he 


eried the commiſſary ; © he k 

© ſabbath, as — I am 22 
« fitor,-Mark, ſecretary, mark that 
9 he religiouſly obſerves the faſt of the 
6 abbath. — Ah! the abominable 
« wretch ! I have only one thing more 
" © toaſk. Does not he ſpeak alſo of 
© Jeruaalem ?'—* Very often, replied 
the young man; he relates to us the 
s biftory of the Jews, and in what 
* manner the temple of Jeruſalem was 


1 0 8 ſaid Ambroſe. 
Mr. „let not this piece of 
© intelligence eſcape you: write, in 
£ fluarge characters, that Samuel Simon 
s breathes nothing but the reſtoration 
© of the temple ; and that he meditates 
© night and day the re- eſtabliſument 
* of his nation. I do not want to 
© know any more; therefore, it is 
© whntthe —— 
what as 

© is enough to bring a whole ſyna- 
. 25 the Aale. 

r. Commiſſary of the Holy Office 
having in ted the prentice in this 
manner, told him he might retire; but 
ordered him, in the name of the Holy 
Inquiſition, to conceal from his maſter 
every tittle of what had paſſed. Gaſ- 

having —— to obey, took 
is leave; and we did not tarry long 
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ſecret enemy wanted to fu mn 
the ſuſpicion of the Hol ro 


haps too, knowin to 
good Catholick, he had cauſe — 
afraid of an information. Be that ag 
it will, I never faw a more dif. 
concerted : he © without refit. 
ance, and is cloſet, with all 
the reſpe& a man could ſhew, who 
in in terror of the inquiſiti © At 
© leaſt," aid Ambroſe, while he went 
in, {I pn orenG ui 
© the Holy Ofhce without contumacy, 
But, added be, * retire into another 
© room, and leave me at li to per · 
* form my function. Samuel was 2s 
obedient to this order as to the firſt: 
he remained in his ſhop, while we three 
entered his cloſet, to ſrarch 
for his caſb, which we eably found ; 
for it was in an coffer, and in 
much greater quantity than we could 
2 ———— 

iled upon ont anather z but 
the el in ſilder. We ſhould have 
liked gold better; but things being as 
they were, we were fain to accommo· 
date ourſelves to neceſlity, and fill our 


ets with ducats. e dur 

ches with them, cram med them 
into every other ich we j 
proper to e them. In Gort, we 


were heavy laden, though our cargo 
did not — 5 . 

to the of Ambroſe and Don 
Raphael ; who, by their behaviour on 
this oceaſion, let me ſee there is 
nothing like one's being of his 


after he went out, but leaving the pub- trade 


lick-houſe as gravely as we had en- 
tered; went and knocked at the door 
of Samuel Simon, who opened it with 
his own hand; and if he was aftoniſh- 
ed to ſee three ſuch fi as we were, 
he was much more ſo when Lamela, 
being ſpokeſman, ſaid to him, with an 
imperious tone, Mr. Samuel, I com- 
mand you, in the name of the Holy 
5 Inquiftion, of which I have the ho- 
* nour to be commifſary, to deliver 
into my hand, this inſtant, the k 
* of your cloſet: Lwant to fee if 
cannot find ſomething to juſtify the 
informations which have been pre- 
* ſented to us againſt you. 
The merchant, contounded at theſe 
words, reeled two ſteps backward, as 
if de had received a blow on the fto- 
mach, Far from ſuſpefting us of any 


trick, he believed implicitly that fame 


After having done our buſineſs fo 
ſucceſsfully, we c aut of the clo- 
r 
will , Mr. ui | 

out his 4 k, ani — it to the 
door with his ewn hand; then apply - 
ing the ſeal, ſaid to Simon, * Mir. 83 
« muel, I forbid in the name of 
the Holy Inquifttion, to touch this 
s padlack, as well as the ſeal, which 


- © you are bound to reſpect, ſince it 


is the true ſeal of the Holy Om̃ce. 
« I will return at the ſame hour to- 
6 „in order to take it off, and 
* bring farther orders for you.” So 
ſaying, he made him open the ſtreet- 
door, through which we joyfully paſſ- 
ed, 3 When we had 

ne a we n to 
— with ſuch neon nunbleneſs, 
that we ſcarce touched the gone 


red 


( 


the burdens which we 


carried. e ben got out of town; 


, * aunting our horſes, puſhed 
__ egorba, giving thanks to the 


god Mercury for ſuch an happy event. 
3 ©. confederates 
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THE RESOLUTION WHICH box AT- 
PHONSQO AND GIL BLAS FORMED 
AFTER THIS ADVENTURE. | 


travelled all night accordi 

to our laudable cuſtom, 
found ourſelves, at break of day, near 
a little village two lea from Se- 
gorba. As we were all fatigued, we 
willingly quitted the highway, to get 

ſome willows, which we per- 
ceived at the bottom of a little hill, ten 
or twelve hundred paces from the vil- 
lage, in which we did not think proper 
to. ſtop, We found that the willows 
yielded an agreeable 


ſkade, wa- 
tered by a ſmall riuulet; and the place 
ſaiting our taſte, we reſolved to 
the Gay in it. Alighting, there 


wrt x 
an upon thi " 
— — We then 
emptied our knapſack and leathern 
bottle, and having made a plentiful 
breakfaſt, counted all the money which 
we had taken from Samuel Simon, and 
which amounted to three thouſand du- 
cats; ſo that, with this ſum, and what 
we had before, we might have boaſted 
of having a. p ity good ſock. 

As it was neceſlary for ſome of us 
to go and buy proviſion, Ambroſe and 
Don Raphael having quitted their dreſs 
r —— charge — — 

v e that * 
ſelves; that the —— Xelva 
TIES e 

Y to de at S8egorba, to 
ſome occaſion would not offer of ſtrik - 
ing a hew ſtroke. * You have nothing 
* to do, added the fon of Lucinda, 
© but wait for us under theſe willows ; 
ve will not tarry, but rejoin you in a 
very ſhort time. Signior Don Ra- 
phael, ened I, laughing, * bid us 
rather wait for you till doomſday ; if 
vou leave us now; I believe we need not 
. expe to fee you ſooner.'—" Weare 
* affronted by your ſuſpicion,” replied 
Siguior Ambroſe; © but we deſerve it 
* & your hands; your diſtruſt is ex - 


ADVENTURES or GIL DIAS. 20 
cuſable, after what we did at Valla- 


© dolid z and we cannot blame you for 
© thinking that we will make no more 
0 ng forſaking you, than of a- 
8 ng our comrades in that city : 
© but, however, you aremiſtaken. 
whoſe company 
« we withdrew, were perſons of 


« bad charaQter, and their ſociety hes 


c gan to grow inſupportable. We muſt 
do juſtice to people of our profeſſion, 
© by affirming that there are no aſſo- 
© ciates in civil life leſs divided by in 
© terelt than they; but when there is 
© not a conformity of inclinations a- 
* mong them, their good underſtand - 
6 73 —ů na —angS=rrd 
« relt of mankind. Wherefore, Signior 
©. Gil Blas, added Lamela, © we be 
© that you and Don Alphonſo wilt 
© have a little more confidence in us 
c — let not the deſire of Don 

c me to go to Segorba, give 

© the leaſt — Om”. 


© It is an eaſy matter, ſaid the ſon - 


of Lucinda, to rid them of all cauſe 
of anxiety : let them remain maſters 
© of the caſh, and then they will have, 
© in their own hands, good i 
for our return.— Vou ſee, Signior 
© Gil Blas, added he, that we come 
* to the point at once. You ſhall have 
« pledges in your hands, and I can af» 
© ſure you that Ambroſe and I will ſee 
© out without the leaſt apprehenſion 
© of your giving us the flip. After 
© ſuch a certain mark of our fidelity, 
« won't you truſt entirely to our pro- 
© miſe ?*——* Yes, gentlemen, ſaid I; 
© and you may now do what you pleaſe.” 
They rted immediately with the 
leathern bottle and knapſack, leaving 
me under the willows with Don Al- 
z who; after were gone, 
aid to me, Signior Gil Blas, I muſt 
« diſcloſe my ſentiments to you. I 
« upbraid myſelf with having had the 
« complaiſance to come ſo far with 
* two ih s: you cannot imagine 
c how: ofen 3 have copuned «fable 
© my conduct. Yeſterday, while I took 


« care of the horſes, I made a thouſand 


« mortifying reflections : I conhdered 
© that it ill becamea young man, who 
© has principles of honour, to live with 
« ſuch wicked wretches as Don Raphael 
© and Lamela; that if unluckily, one 
day, which may not be far off, a trick 
« ſhould miſcarry, by which we ſhall 
© fall into the hands of juſtice, I * 


———ů— 
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be ſhamefully puniſhed with them as 
© a thief, and undergo the moſt in- 
famous chaſtiſement. Theſe images 
inceſſantly occur to my fancy; and 
©; Lon 1 have reſolved, that I may no 
longer be an actomplice of their mil- 
demeanors, to ſeparate from them 


for ever. I don't believe, continued 
ve of my 


be, © that you will difa 
*\defign.*—* No, I'll aſſure you, an- 
favered I; — you have ſeen me 
«aft the 0 

< comedy of Samuel Simon, don't ima- 
©-yine that theſe fort of pieces are to 
my taſte; I take Heaven to witneſs, 
that while I played ſuch a fine part, I 
« ſaid within myſelf, „In faith, Mr. 
« Gil Blas, if Juſtice ſhould come now 
% and ſeize you by 


< therefore, no more diſpoſed than you, 
* Signior Don Alphonſo, to remain 
longer in ſuch good company; and 
© if you will give me leave, I will ac- 
© company you. When the gentlemen 
return, we will demand our ſhare of 
. the finances, and to-morrow morn- 
ing, or this very night, bid them an 
eternal adieu. | 
The beautiful Seraphina's lover ap- 
— of my propoſal: Let us, ſaid 
„ © get into Valencia, and embark 
for Italy, where we may engage in 
© the Venetian ſervice. Is it not better 
© to carry arms, than lead this baſe 
© guilty life? we ſhall even be in a 
* condition to make a pretty good fi- 
* gure with the money which we have: 
© not that I can uſe ſuch ill-gotten 
« wealth without remorſe; but, be- 
* ſides that T am compelled by neceſ- 
© fity, it ever I make the leaſt fortune 
© im war, I fwear that I will indem- 
* nify Samuel Simon.” I aſſured Don 
Alphonſo that I entertained the ſame 
ſentiments; and, in ſhort, we reſolved 
to leave our comrades next mornin 
before day. We had not the leaf 
temptation to profit by'their abſence, 
that is, to*decamp immediately with 
the cath: the confidence they had 
ſhewn, in leaving us maſters of the 
money, did not permit us to harbour 
ſuch a thought. ö 
Ambroſe and Don Raphael returned 
from Segorba in the evening; and the 
firit thing they told us was, that their 
journey had been proſpgous ; that they 
bad laid the fgundationfof a ſtratagem, 


— 


an alguazil, in the 


the collar, you 
& would richly deſerve the ſalary which 
«- ſhe would beftow!” I feel myſelf, 
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which in all likelihood would be more 
advantageous than the laſt. ' Accord. 
ingly the ſon of Lucinda was going to 
inform us of the iculars, - bag 
Don Alphonſo declared his reſolution 
to leave them ; and let them know that 
I had the ſame intention, They uſed 
all their endeavours, in vain, to en- 
gage us to accompany them in their 
expedition; for we took leave of them 
next day, after having made an equal 
partition of the money, and proceeded 
on our way to Valencia, 4 


T. BY 
CHAP, IL, 

AFTER WHAT DISAGREFABLE 1N- 

 CIDENT DON ALPHONSO FOUND 

" HIS WISHES FULFILLED; AND BY 

WHAT ADVENTURE GIL BLas, 


" OF A SUDDEN, SAW HIMSELF IN 
A HAPPY SITUATION, i.) 


WE puſhed forward chearfully, 
as far as Bunol ; where, un- 
fortunately being obliged to halt, Don 
Alphonſo fell fick of a high feyer, with 
violeat aroxyfms, which made me 
afraid of his life. © Luckily there was 
no phyſician in the place, 'and I was 
quit for my fear : he was out of danger 
at the end of three days, and my care 
helped to re-eſtabliſh his health. He 
ſhewed himſelf very ſenſible of what I 
had done for him; and as ye felt a re- 
ciprocal kindneſs for one another, we 
fwore- an eternal friendſhip. 0 

We betook ourſelves again to the 
road, ſtill reſolved, when we ſhould 
arrive at Valencia, to take the firſt op- 


28 of a paſſage into Italy: but 
| caven iſpoſed of us otherwiſe, See- 


ing a number of peaſants, of both ſexes, 
dancing in a circle, and making merry, 
before the gate of a fine caſtle, we ap- 
roached to behold their mirth ; and 
n Alphonſo expected nothing leſs 
than the ſurprize with which he was 
ſeized all of a ſudden. He perceiv- 
ed the Baron de Steinbach; who no 
fooner knew him again, than he ran 
to him with open arms, ſaying, in a 
tranſport of joy, Ah, Don Alphon- 
© fo! is it you! what an a ble 
© rencounter is this! While enquiry is 
© made after you all over the kingdom, 
© chance preſents you to my view. 
My companion, alighting immedi- 
ately, ran and embraced the * 
w 
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whoſe joy ſeemed immoderate. Come, 
© my ſon,” ſaid the good old man to 
him; © you will now know who you 
are, and enjoy the moſt perfect hap- 
© pineſs. So laying, he carried him 
into the caſtle, which I likewiſe entered 
along with them; for while they em- 
braced one another, I had alighted, and 
tied our horſes to a tree. The maſter 
of the caſtle was the firſt perſon whom 
we met. He was a man about fifty 
years of age, and of a very engaging 
alpe&t: * Signior, ſaid the Baron de 
Steinbach, preſenting Don Alphonſo 
to him; © behold your fon!” At theſe 
words, Don Cæſar de Leyva (fo was 
the maſter of the caſtle called) threw 
his arms about Don Alphonſo's neck, 
and weeping with joy, My dear fon,” 
faid he, you ſee in me the author of 
your being; if I have let you remain 
* ſo long in ignorance of your birth, 
© believe me, Paid in that a cruel vio- 
© lence to myſelf; I have a thouſand 
© times ſighed with ſorrow but I could 
© not do otherwiſe. I married your 
© mother through inclination, though 
© the was of a birth inferior to mine, 
© and lived under the authority of a 
© harſh father, who reduced me to the 


« neceſſity of keeping ſecret a mar- 


© riage contracted without his conſent. 
The Baron de Steinbach alone was 
* infmy confidence, and it was in con- 
© cert with me that he brought you up. 
An ſhort, my father is no more, and 

I am now at liberty to declare you 
my ſole heir. This is not all, added 
he; you ſhall be married to a young 
© lady, whoſe nobility equals mine.'— 
« Signior,* cried Don Alphonſo, in- 
terrupting him, © do not make me pay 
too dear for the 7 which you 
* beſtow. Cannot I know that I have 
* the honour of being your ſon, with- 
out learning at the ſame time that 
« you want to make me unhappy? 
* Ah, Sir! be not more cruel . 4 
« your own father; who, though he 
did not approve of your paſſion, was 
© not fo — as to force you to 
marry.— Son, replied Don Czfar, 
© I don't intend to tyrannize over your 
* affetions ; but be ſo complaiſant as 
* to ſee the lady whom I deſtine for 
your bed; this is all I exact of your 
* obedience. Though ſhe is a charm- 
ing creature, and a very advantage- 
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© ons match for you, I promiſe not to 
© conſtrain you to make her your wife. 
* $he is now in the caſtle; follow me, 
and you will own that there never was 
© a more amiable object.“ 80 ſaying, 
he conducted Don Alphonſo into an 
apartment, whither I attended them, 
with the Baron de Steinbach. 

There was the Count de Polan, with 
his two daughters, Seraphina and Ju- 
lia, and Don Ferdinand, his ſon-in- 
law, who was nephew to Don Ceſar ; 
there were other ladies and gentlemen 
preſent alſo. Don Ferdinand, as wag 
already obſerved, had carried off julia 
and it was on the occaſion of the mar. 
riage of thele two lovers that the pea - 
ſants of the neighbourhood were aſ- 
ſembled to make merry. As ſoon ag 
Don Alphonſo appeared, and his fa- 
ther had preſented him to the com- 
pany, the Count de Polan got up, and, 
running to embrace him, laid, Wel- 
come, my deliverer! Don Alphonſo," 
added he, * obſerve the power that vir- 
* tue has on generous minds: if you 
killed my fon, you have alſo faved 
my lite. I ſacrifice my reſentment 
© to you, and give you that Seraphina 
© whoſe honour you have preſerved. 
In this manner I acquit myſelf of my 
obligation. The ſon of Don Cæſar 
did not fail to teſtify to the Count de 
Polan how much he was affected with 
his generoſity ; and Ido not know he- 
ther he felt more joy in diſcovermg 
his birth, or in learning that he was to 
be Seraphina's huſband, In effect, 
that marriage was celebrated in a few 
days after, to the infinite ſatisfaftion 
of the parties concerned. 

As I was alſo one of the count's 
deliverers, that nobleman, who knew 
me again, aſſured me, he would take 
upon himſelf the care of making m 
fortune; but I thanked him for his 

nerolity, and would not leave Don 
Alphonſo, who made me fteward of his 
houſe, and honoured me with his con- 
fidence. Scarce was he married, when 
the trick which had been played upon 
Samuel Simon lying on his conſcience 
he ſent me to that merchant, with all 
the money which had been ftolen from 
him. I went 8 to make re- 
ſtitution; and began the buſinels of 2 
ſteward by doing that which ought to 
be the end of it. 8 | 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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